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VIII. COMMENTS AND COORDINATION

A. INFORMATION WORKSHOP - SEPTEMBER 24, 2012

An Informational Public Workshop was held on September 24, 2012 at the Page-Jackson
Elementary School in Charles Town, WV. The purpose of the workshop was to provide an
update on the progress of the US 340 Improvement Study since the last public workshop was
held in 2003. At that time, Alternate 4 was selected as the Preferred Alternate. Since that time,
additional build alternates 4A and 4B were developed to minimize impacts to historic
resources and residential properties affected by Alternate 4. These new build alternates were
the focus of the workshop. The attendance sheet shows that 92 individuals registered for the

workshop.

A comment form was included in the project handout and available for pickup at the
registration station. Attendees were encouraged to provide their written comments using the
forms. Following the workshop, 24 written comments were received by the study team along

with copies of letters (3) sent to elected officials.

Over half of the comments received stated opposition to Alternates 4, 4A, and 4B due to the
impact on Ryan’s Glen subdivision. Three of the comments expressed preference for Alternate
4. Three others requested bicycle facilities. The remainder of the comments favored a
particular alternate, requested a limited access facility with frontage roads, identified a new

alternate, or wanted the project to avoid their property.

B. PUBLIC WORKSHOP/HEARING - JUNE 3, 2013

A Public Workshop and Public Hearing was held on June 3, 2013 at the Page-Jackson
Elementary School in Charles Town, WV. The purpose of the workshop was to provide an
update on progress of the US 340 Improvements Study and to receive formal comments on the
project. The focus of the workshop was on the previously presented Alternates 4, 4A, and 4B
plus newly developed Alternates 4C, 104, 10B, and 11 which were developed following public
comments received at the September 24, 2012 Public Workshop. Again, the primary driver in
development of additional project alternates was minimizing impacts to historic resources and
residential properties. There were 122 individuals who registered for the workshop and 20

who signed up to speak at the Public Hearing.
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There was a wide variety of responses included in the comments received following the Public
Workshop/Hearing. There were 49 written comments received. Eight favored Alternate 4,
three favored Alternates 4A or 4C, one for Alternate 4B, two favored eliminating Alternate 11,
thirteen wanted Alternates 10A and 10B to be eliminated, two wanted Alternates 4, 4A, 4B, and
4C to be eliminated, seven were in favor of Alternate 11, four opposed all build alternates, three
wanted the project to move forward quicker, two wanted to be added to the mailing list, and

two were in general favor of the project.

C. PUBLIC WORKSHOP/HEARING - AUGUST 30, 2016

A Public Workshop and Public Hearing was held on August 30, 2016 in the Council Chambers at
City Hall in Charles Town, WV. The purpose of the workshop was to provide an update on
progress of the US 340 Improvements Study and to receive formal comments on the project.
The focus of the workshop was on Alternates 4, 4A, and 4B with Alternate 4A being presented
as the Preferred Alternate as identified in the approved SDEIS (July 2016). There were 65
individuals who registered for the workshop and 9 who signed up to speak at the Public

Hearing.

A project handout (see Appendix X) was available to anyone who attended the meeting along
with copies of the approved Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement. Maps
depicting the Alternates 4, 4A, and 4B were available for viewing. Representatives from the
Federal Highway Administration, West Virginia Division of Highways and their consultant

team, and the Virginia Department of Transportation were available to answer questions.

There were eight written comments (see Appendix X) received during the comment period
following the public workshop/hearing. In general, there was overall support for the
improvements and, in particular, Alternate 4A. Other comments received are summarized

below:
e Maintain/replace natural vegetation to screen property from the new highway.
e Preserve the historic nature of the Kabletown Historic District.

o The Joseph Bell Spring is a highly important environment resource.
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o Support for Alternate 4A but requests advance acquisition of developed parcels to save

WVDOH money.

o Consider landscape buffer/embankment to abate noise and visual impacts to Ryan’s Glen.

A copy of the transcript from the public hearing is included at the end of this section.
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US 340 FOUR-LANE ITMPROVEMENT:
VA LINE TO CHARLES TOWN BYPASS

Informational Public Workshop
Monday, September 24, 2012

COMMENT SHEET - Please return on or before Wednesday, October 24, 2012
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Project Information and Commeé eets can befound online at our web page:

http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”
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Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.govidotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”
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questions. If you need additional space, please take another sheet or you may include your own letter.

Your comments or questions for the project team:

Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.govidotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”
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Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”
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Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”
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http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”
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Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”
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Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/idotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”
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Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”
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http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”
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Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”
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Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”
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US 340 FOUR-LANE IMPROVEMENT:
VA LINE TO CHARLES TOWN BYPASH

Informational Public Workshop
Monday, September 24, 2012

COMMENT SHEET - Please return on or before Wednesday, October 24, 2012

Contact Information [Please Print]

Name: [M‘{ TV"LéWO-h
Mailing Address (mcludlnngp Code): “0 Z&OM 6/M/ ‘A/ Cé‘-@‘/ﬁﬂj‘/‘ dé/L//L/

Your opinions about this project are important to us. Please use the space below to include your comments or
questions. If you need additional space, please take another sheet or you may include your own letter.

Your comments or questions for the project team:
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Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”
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US 340 FOUR-LANE IMPROVEMENT:
VA LINE TO CHARLES TOWN BYPASS

Informational Public Workshop
Monday, September 24, 2012

COMMENT SHEET - Please return on or before Wednesday, October 24, 2012

Contact Information [Please Print]
Name: 724//)//‘7/7’5 }97/4//0’6/‘7/7-(/}1/
Mailing Address (including Zip Code): 2 (D / AJ VAL S GLEA DA
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Your opinions about this project are important to us. Please use the space below to include your comments or
questions. If you need additional space, please take another sheet or you may include your own letter.

Your comments or questions for the project team:
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Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”
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Informational Public Workshop
Monday, September 24, 2012

COMMENT SHEET - Please return on or before Wednesday, October 24, 2012
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Your opinions about this project are important to us. Please use the space below to include your comments or
questions. If you need additional space, please take another sheet or you may include your own letter.

Your comments or questions for the project team:
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Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”
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Us 340 FOUR-LANE IMPROVEMENT:
VA LINE TO CHARLES TOWN BYPASS

COMMENT SHEET - Please return on or before Wednesday, October 24, 2012

Contact Information [Please Print]
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Your opinions about this project are important to us. Please use the space below to include your comments or
questions. If you need additional space, please take another sheet or you may include your own letter.

Your comments or questions for the project team:
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Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”




US 340 FOUR-LANE IMPROVEMENT:
VA LINE TO CHARLES TOWN BYPASS

Informational Public Workshop
Monday, September 24, 2012

COMMENT SHEET - Please return on or before Wednesday, October 24, 2012

Contact Information [Please Print]
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Mailing Address (including Zip Code): PABexya C ! 71 /Q'] ¢rs fown ‘ft’) )

Your opinions about this project are important to us. Please use the space below to include your comments or
questions. If you need additional space, please take another sheet or you may include your own letter.
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Your comments or questions for the project team:
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Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”



Wayside Farm

P.O. Box 40
Rippon, WV 25441

Mr. George Bailey, PE October 2, 2012
Director, Engineering Division

West Virginia Division of Highways

State Capitol Complex, Building 5

1900 Kanawha Blvd. East

Charleston, WV 25305-0430

Gentlemen;
My comments deal with State Project: U-219-340-0.00(02).

I am the owner of Wayside Farm, an historic property located on Myerstown-Rippon
Road. Three alternate routes for the “improvement” to US 340 are proposed.

I'much prefer no improvement but of the threes alternatives 4A has the least impact on
my property, and that would be my choice.

- All the alternatives are likely to affect the grade of Myerstown Road and its connection
with US 340. T am concerned with potential grade changes at the point where my lane
intersects with Myerstown Road and their effect on storm water drainage. [ await further
refinement of your plan.

Yours Truly,

) p |

ames Keel, DVM



US 340 RIPPON TO VIRGINIA STATE LINE

WV Senators Unger & Snyder must have your comments to make them a matter of record on the Senate Floor.

The bottom line on this project is lack of information, education, interaction
and most importantly DISCLOSURE, communication between Planning, Zoning,
Commissioners and the DOH as well as the legislative elected body.

The homeowners in Ryans Gien HOA were not in the loop.
Communication must be up front.

DOH could initiate eminent domain without your comment(s)

Mail To: Mr. Gregory Bailey, PE - Director, Engineering Division - WV Dept. of Highways
State Capitol Complex, Bldg. 5 - 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, WV 25305-0430

COMMENT SHEET - Please return on or before Wednesday, October 24, 2012

Contact Information [Please Print]

Name: 6/:’/ CA ES /£}/
Mailing Address (including Zip Code): AS"/ /45&77. OR - cher/ts Fow s Y RSHY

/3 ches /EY Jlan Flen  NEF . NET

Your opinions about this project are important to us. Please use the space below to include your comments or
questions. If you need additional space, please take another sheet or you may include your own letter.

Your comments or questions for the project team:
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Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”




Lucy M. Athey
1788 Fairway Drive
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

October 3, 2012

Mr. Gregory Bailey, PE

Director, Engineering Division
West Virginia Division of Highways
State Capito! Complex, Building 5
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, WV 25305-0430

Dear Mr. Bailey,

[ was unable to attend the Public Workshop on 9/24 /12 concerning the
US 340 Improvement Project. Since then I have received detailed
information on your probable plans.

First, I would like to state that I can appreciate that often the
condemnation process is necessary for the public good. Concurrent with
this process is the need for the government to treat affected property
owners in a fair and equitable manner.

Herein lies the problem. Recently I purchased the nine-lot subdivision
known as “Oak Hill” with the stated purpose of selling these lots for
residential development. This project has received final plat approval
with the necessary agencies and I was ready to consummate a sale when
[ received notice of your probable intent. This of course put everything
on hold since all three alternatives (4,4A, &4B) greatly impact my
development.

Regardless of the route chosen my development has gone from a
tranquil setting adjacent to the village of Rippon to being intersected by
a four-lane highway.

Again, | fully appreciate your need to upgrade the road but in the
process you have already greatly injured me because I can no longer
market my property. If this were my residence I could enjoy it until such
time as you start your condemnation process, which may well be many
years coming. This is not the case for me. “Oak Hill"” is my business and
as such I am paralyzed until such time as you make a decision. I can
think of no other business that would be similarly impacted.
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Therefore, it is my hope that you would compensate me at this time for
my property to accommodate the highway and to maintain a fair and
equitable treatment of me as a devastated property owner.

Submitted Respectfully,

Lucy M. Athey
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Better Value. Better Living.™

October 5, 2012

Mr. Allen Wilson
317 Ryans Glen Drive
Charles Town, WV 25414

Re: Defeating the Proposed US Highway 340 Relocation

Dear Mr. Wilson:

I felt it necessary, out of respect for the situation you find yourselves in, to send a letter directly
to you. Having been born into a family of homebuilders, building homes is all I have ever done.
The most satisfying part of my job is watching neighborhoods and communities grow and thrive
where there was nothing before. Providing a home for good folks to enjoy for many years is the
whole purpose of why 1 wanted to build homes. Therefore, I was disturbed, concerned, and quite
frankly, shocked to learn that a proposed relocation of US Highway 340 could result in the loss
of your home.

Although it may be obvious, Dan Ryan Builders and I were not aware of this proposed plan.
When the article came out last week, that was the first time we had heard about it. Ultimately,
we learned that this plan was recommended at a 2003 meeting and then studied internally at the
West Virginia Division of Highways with no further public discussions or forums until this year.
In April 2005, we signed a contract to purchase the home sites at Ryan’s Glen, and two years
later in April 2007, we were able to purchase the first home sites from the owner and developer
and begin building. At no time were we made aware of this plan or any public hearing
discussing this plan, either by the state or county governments, or by the developer who sold
these home sites to us and lived in the community himself.

Though I wanted to share that history, the main purpose of my letter is to make sure that you are
aware that this decision is not yet final. It is imperative that you submit written objections to this
plan on or before Wednesday, October 24, 2012. Visit the following website:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment and click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open.”
Then, click on “US 340 Project.” You may then submit your comments online, or print the
comment form, complete it, and send it to this address:

Mr. Gregory Bailey, PE

Director, Engineering Division

West Virginia Division of Highways
State Capitol Complex, Building 5
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0430

CORPORATE OFFICE

60 Thomas Johnson Drive  Frederick, MD 21702  Main 301.696.0200 Fax 301.696.09972 danryanbuilders.com



This comment period will be the most direct way to have your voice heard on this issue, but it is
not the only way. Below are some resources that you may find helpful in preventing any
highway plan that affects you and the homes in your community.

1.

2.

W

Herb Snyder, West Virginia State Senator, Jefferson County, (304) 725-6174
Tiffany Lawrence, West Virginia State Delegate, Jefferson County, (304) 340-3152

Shelley Moore Capito, U.S. Representative for West Virginia’s 2"Congressional
District, (304) 264-8810 or (202) 225-2711

Jay Rockefeller, U.S. Senator from West Virginia, (304) 262-9285 or (202) 224-6472

Joe Manchin, U.S. Senator from West Virginia, (304) 264-4626 or (202) 224-3954

I truly hope that you, your families and your neighbors can change the course of this proposed

plan.

Sincerely,”

President

o~

Dan Ryan Builders, Inc.

CC:

Herb Snyder, West Virginia State Senator, Jefferson County

Tiffany Lawrence, West Virginia State Delegate, Jefferson County

Shelley Moore Capito, U.S. Representative for West Virginia’s 2™ Congressional District
Jay Rockefeller, U.S. Senator from West Virginia

Joe Manchin, U.S. Senator from West Virginia



Division of Highways
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East * Building Five * Room 110
Earl Ray Tomblin Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0430 - (304) 558-3505 Paul A. Mattox, Jr., P. E.
Governor Secretary of Transportation/
Commissioner of Highways

November 8, 2012

The Honorable Joe Manchin ITT
United States Senate

300 Virginia Street East, Suite 2630
Charleston, West Virginia 25301-2523

Dear Senator Manchin:

Thank you for your letter, dated October 10, 2012, on behalf of your constituents Mr. Michael
Brust, Ms. Kelly Timbrook, and Ms. Debbie Wilson concerning impacts to their property from proposed
US 340 in Jefferson County.

The Division of Highways (DOH) has been studying this improvement since the mid 1990’s
which consists of upgrading US 340 in Jefferson County from two to four lanes. The project begins at
the Virginia State Line and extends to the Charles Town Bypass for a distance of approximately five
miles. Preferred Alternative Four was selected in 2003 due to lower construction costs, less impact to
historic and residential properties, and from favorable comments received from the public at that
time. Because several years have passed and the occurrence of recent residential development, the DOH
determined it was appropriate to reengage the public concerning this project.

Minimization Alternatives 4A and 4B were developed in 2011 to reduce residential impacts to
Ryans Glen. An additional minimization alternative has been suggested since a public meeting held on
September 24, 2012, which has the potential to further reduce residential impacts. We expect to present
this new information to the public in early 2013. Please know that all comments received at public
meetings are made part of the official project record. Those who submit comments will be notified
individually in advance of subsequent public involvement concerning US 340.

The Federal Highway Administration must approve the Final Environmental Impact Statement
(FEIS) before construction plans can be developed. FEIS approval would not occur until mid to late
2013 at the earliest. Currently, no funds are programmed for construction of this project.

Again, thank you for writing and sharing your constituents’ concerns. I appreciate your
continued support and interest in highway matters. Should you need additional information, please do
not hesitate to contact my office.

Sincerely,

Paul A. Mattox, Jr., P. E.
Secretary of Transportation/
Commissioner of Highways

PAM:Bc

bee: AC, CC, CH, HD, DD(AC, MF), D&:, DDM(AS), DDR(CL)

E.E.O/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER



JOE MANCHIN HI : SUITE 703
WEST VIRGINIA HART BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
1202) 224-3954

Wnited States Senate ENERGY ANDNATURAL
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4804 ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

October 10, 2012

Mr, Paul A. Mattox, Jr., P.E.

Cabinet Secretary

West Virginia Department of Transportation
1900 Kanawha Boulevard E, Room 5
Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0001

Dear Secretary Mattox,
Enclosed, please find communications regarding the extension plan of U.S, Route
340 and its potential effects on the Ryan's Glen subdivision from my constituents

Mr. Michael Brust, Ms. Kelly Timbrook, and Ms. Debbie Wilson.

I 'would appreciate your looking into this matter and providing one of my staff,
Lee Garton, with a reply.

_ Sincerely,

e

United ‘States Senator

IM/lg

0CT * § 2t



Mr, Michac] RBrust
201 Ryans Glen Drive
Charies Town WV 25414.495¢

Good Morning Senator Manchin,

I am a resident of the Ryan’s Glen subdivision in Rippon, West Virginia and in the last week I
have been informed of plans to create a divided highway for route 340 from the Virginia state
line to the Charles Town area. Unfortunately, the plans that we have received from the West
Virginia Department of Transportation (only after a Freedom of Information Act filing I might
add) show that this new road will travel directly through our subdivision of Ryan’s Glen. While
my home is certainly impacted by any route that comes through our neighborhood, I am terribly
distressed that there is a possibility of any of my neighbors losing their homes. As a matter of
fact, of the three alternative suggestions for this new road, (Alternative 4, 4A, and 4B) the three
newest homes in our development, one just having been occupied in the last four (4) months, will
be completely removed! :

[ am sure that there is a need for a new highway for US 340 and that in the long rur, it will be
good for Jefferson County, but to run this road through a development that is only 4 years old, is
a terrible tragedy. We held an emergency community meeting last evening in the home of our
HOA Board President and every one of us is hopeful that your office can lend us support in
fighting this plan. We have discovered that this plan has been in the works since late 1997-1968
and even as recent as 2003, Our development was approved by the Jefferson County planning
commission in 2005-2006. This was approved even over objections from Rippon residents who
are willing to testify under oath that they said they should not allow a new community when a
new road is going to be put through! This honestly sounds as if the decision was made to allow
the development without regard to anyone that would be purchasing 2 home in this development
and how it would affect them or their families. While T would never want to think that people
would be so callous, it sure is beginning to look that way.

At the meeting last evening, a gentleman who is running for Delegate, John Maxey, also
informed us that in the event that this is pushed through, even if the State of West Virginia offers
us “fair” market value for our homes, it will be less than what many of us purchased our homes
for several years ago due to the downturn in the economy. While many of us were not surprised
at that fact, we were mortified to find out that the State of West Virginia is one of a few in the
nation that would force the HOMEOWNERS to remain responsible for any mortgage amount
left after the State has made their offer! Now Senator Manchin, I can tell you with certainty that
we all love our homes and that we are good tax paying citizens with no plans to ever neglect our
debts, but if this were to happen, 1 for one, and there are others in the conmununity, would be
forced into bankruptey and financial ruin as a result of this! How can we live in the United States
of America, the State of West Virginia, Jefferson County, the small town of Rippon and be
forced to accept terrible personal hardship such as this? I find it so hard to comprehend that this

is happening!

Senator Manchin, I am begging you to help us with this matter that is before us! There is a public
meeting at Page Jackson Elementary School outside of Charles Town this evening from 4pm



until 7pm. Senator Manchin, I know that you must be a terribly busy man with tremendous
responsibilities, but if you could attend, it would be a tremendous blessing to us to have your
support in person. If you cannot make it, and again, I know that you are very busy, perhaps you
could send a representative from your office to attend and speak with us. Again, I do not ask this
lightly. You have tremendous responsibilities and burdens as our Senator, but we truly are in
desperate need of your assistance.

I'am very thankful for your time and attention to this matter of incredible importance to us.
Please help us.

Very Respectiully,

Michael Brust
Ryan’s Glen, Rippon, Resident



Ms, Kelly Timbrook
110 Ryans Gilen Drive
Charles Town WV 25414-4982

Dear Senator Manchin,

My name is Kelly Timbrook, and I live in Jefferson County — Ryan’s Glen, to be specific. By
now, I believe your office has received word on what is happening regarding our community.
My neighbors and I found out last Friday (September 21) that an informational public workshop
was to be held, to discuss the US 340 Four-Lane Improvement [State Project: U-219-340-
0.00(02)] on Monday, September 24, 2012. In addition, we learned, for the FIRST time, that the
proposed route(s) were to cut through the heart of our community.,

Trecall finding my home, while I was searching for a place to live, I wanted a couple of acres
and a nice house —a small subdivision in which I could get to know people, but with enough
room between all of us to enjoy one of the things I treasure about West Virginia: its natural
beauty. Ryan’s Glen seemed like a dream come true. I chose this place, even though it meant a
100-mile commute, daily.

I'can’t speak for my neighbors, but 1 placed my life savings into my down payment. [ believed it
to be a sound investment. My closing date was Christmas Eve 2008. What a wonderful present, I
thought.

Now | find out that, during this entire process, all the while, my home and my community were
1n the crosshairs of a demolition crew. Some of the homes slated for destruction have been
occupied for a year or less!

I’m not trying to place blame, although I find it impossible to understand how Lou Athey (the
land owner) and Dan Ryan Builders (the builder) could have failed to mention any of this to
any/all of us. Ive been told that the Jefferson County Planning Committee knew of the road
plans in 2003 and STILL approved the construction of our subdivision, known as Ryan’s Gien
Drive, Charles Town, West Virginia.

Should the route as proposed (known as 4, 4A and 4B) be allowed to be built, it will destroy our
community. At least three NEW homes will be torn down, and the entire community will be
adversely impacted: several lots will be smaller, to make room for the right-of-way and lanes; the
noise from traffic will be increased (I don’t even want to hear some engineer tell me how noise
barriers will help); property values will plummet (and who knows if we’d EVER be able to sell,
because who would ever buy a house next to a four-lane highway? I know I wouldn’t); those of
us who would be forced to leave would face financial ruin (in this economy, who knows if we’d
ever recover); our quality of life would be destroyed — I could continue, but I hope you see my
point.

Most of the homeowners in Ryan’s Glen attended the workshop. I believe most of us were
shocked at the total lack of specifics available, especially by the engineers. No one would give us
a time line; one of them couldn’t even describe egress from my driveway!



We were encouraged by a couple of individuals to place in writing our comments about the
proposed routes. In closing, I'd like to re-state a partial summary of mine;

+ Piease do not destroy our community by allowing 4, 4A or 4B to be built.

« If US 340 must be widened, please re-consider Alternate 5, but move it further east. (This
would save cutting a swathe through Wayside Farm, and perhaps be less of a negative impact on
Olive Boy Farm.)

* None of us would have ever purchased a home in Ryan’s Glen, had we known about any of
this. My exact comment was, “We would never have purchased a home in a subdivision that had
the Jife expectancy of a common house fly.”

* I was told that Alternate 8 was eliminated because two bridges would have to be built. Could
this route also be re-considered? Two bridges may go a leng way to bridging this conflict
between the WVDOT and the good citizens of Rippon. Remember, it’s not just our subdivision —
this impacts an entire community of people all along 340 — people who are our neighbors and
friends.

* 'would like to see Dan Ryan Builders and Lou Athey pay for the hardship, headache and
heartache they’ve caused. [ am not an attorney, but surely there is some relief for us via legal
avenues.

* And finally, I would like our elected officials to stand with us during this trying time. I have
lost sleep and work hours to this, and we’re just getting started.

Please feel free to contact me at the following number (703-488-4292) if you have any questions.

I want to thank you for your time and patience, and for ANY consideration you and your
esteemed office are able to bring to our effort.

Respectively yours,
Kelly Timbrook

110 Ryan’s Glen Drive
Charles Town, WV 25414



Ms. Debbie Wilsan
317 Ryans Glon Drive
CLarles Fown, WV 254144660

Comments: Ryans Glen Development

Homes were built after being approved. Homes were approved after rt. 340 alignment was public
and six years later planning commission is now trying to destroy homes. Development
knowingly put houses in the path of the highway realignment.



Ripon Lodge Farm
2547 Berryville Pike, PO Box 130

Rippon, WV 25441 0CT 22 2012
304-725-6670 ENGINEERING LIVISION
WV DOH

October 15, 2012

Mr. Gregory Bailey, PE

Director, Engineering Division

West Virginia Division of Highways
State Capitol Complex, Building 5
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0430

Re: US 340 IMPROVEMENTS

Federal Project NH-0340(030)E

US 340-4 Lane Project -

State Project U219-340-0.00(0.02)
Jefferson County

Virginia State line to Charles Town Bypass

Dear Mr. Bailey:

After many Public Workshops (since 1998), the choice of Alternate Route
#4 East of the existing Rt. 340 was the most appropriate. As stated in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement 2001, 89% of the residents felt this
was the least intrusive and most financially practical path for the proposed
completion of the divided highway connecting us with the completed
Virginia section of Rt. #340.

Our community has been discussing the upgrading of our section of Rt. 340
since Virginia completed their part nearly 40 years ago. The anticipated
path has been a serious concern for everyone in our area for decades, and the
latest decision to use Alternate #4 has been well known and accepted for a
long time. After so many years of worry we finally were sure of the route
and have been able to plan for the future.



The entire issue has been very stressful for my family and all of my
neighbors. It has affected many relationships between good friends, but over
the last several years things have settled down, and most of us have assumed
that the issue had been settled, and we are ready to move on with the project
when financing is available.

Local, long time residents watched the development of Ryan’s Glenn with
concern and amazement. We assumed the developers knew what they were
doing and that new residents would be aware of the Rt. 340 plans. What we
saw going on did not make sense but it was none of our business, really.
The developers always do what they want to do and they usually confront
concerned citizens with lawyers to affirm their rights. So, most of us have
learned to stay out of the other people’s business. This is unfortunate
because some new residents appear to be surprised, hurt and frightened by
recent discussions to finally complete the project.

The Morgan family is respectful of the issues facing the new residents of
Ryan’s Glenn. They are in a tough spot, but so are we. Ripon Lodge Farm
is on the National Historic Register. We have four generations involved in
caring for our land and the preservation of our historic buildings. Any road
building West of the existing highway would be devastating to us. We are a
productive farm with sustainable products and management but, we could
not stay in business, or justify the cost of maintaining our property, if our
farm would be split by a new road. A western route would be the end of
Ripon Lodge Farm and would pretty much destroy the Historic Village of
Rippon.

So, we feel that the course must remain East of the present highway.
Alternate #5 may solve some of the issues with Ryan’s Glenn. If Alternate
#4 is still the best choice, then the affected owners should be well
compensated by the State and they should look to the courts for justice from
the developers.

Respectfully,

Rusty Morgan and Famil

CC: Susan Pierce, WV Historian



WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Division of Highways
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East - Building Five - Room 110
Earl Ray Tomblin Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0430 = (304) 558-3505 Paul A. Mattox, Jr., P. E,
Governor Secretary of Transportation/
Commissioner of Highways

November 5, 2012
Ms. Katherine R. Mason
Chairperson
Eastern Panhandle Transportation Authority
Post Office Box 869

Charles Town, West Virginia 25414
Dear Ms. Mason:

Thank you for your letter, dated October 16, 2012, concerning your support for
upgrading US 340 in Jefferson County from two to four lanes. The project begins at the
Virginia State Line and terminates at the Charles Town Bypass for a distance of
approximately five miles.

Your letter will be made part of the project record. The improvement of US 340 is a
priority project for the West Virginia Division of Highways and we will continue to identify
potential construction funding sources. Potential alignment shifts are currently being
investigated that were suggested as a result of our recent public meeting. These options
have the potential to minimize residential impacts. An additional public meeting is
anticipated after the first of the year. The Eastern Panhandle Transportation Authority is
on our project mailing list to receive updated information as it becomes available.

Again, thank you for writing and sharing your concerns. Should you need
additional information, please contact Mr. Ben Hark of our Engineering Division, at (304)
558-9670 or by email at Ben.L.Hark@WV.gov.

Sincerely,
ORIGINAL SIGNED |

Paul A. Mattox, Jr., P. E.

Secretary of Transportation/

Commissioner of Highways
PAM:Bc

cc: Governor Earl Ray Tomblin

bee: AC, CC, CH, HD, DD(AC, MF)}Q\E, DDM(AS), DDR(CL), DE/M-5

E.E.O/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER



October 16, 2012

Eastern Panhandie Transportation Authority

PO Box 869
Charles Town, WV 25414
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Eastern Panhandie Transportation Authority
PO Box 868
Charles Town, WV 25414

October 16, 2012

Paul A Mattoy, Secretary of Transportation
1800 Kanawha Blvd East, Bldg Five, Rm 110
Charieston, WV 25305-04320

Dear Secretary Mattox:

The Eastern Panhandle Transportation Authority would like to formally request that urgent
consideration be given to the completion of Rt 340 South from the southern terminus of the
Charles Town Bypass 4.0 miles to the Clarke County, VA line.

We know that there are many priorities in the state but the compietion of this road will provide
4-fane access to all of the Jefferson County industrial parks, The Hollywood Casing at Charles
Town Races, Harpers Ferry National Park, and all other Federal installations in Jefferson and
Berkeley Counties. it is our thought that this is the most economical way to provide adequate
transportation for the Jefferson County businesses and population. It will also benefit the
tourism industry in the Eastern Panhandle.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this request.

Sincerely,

| 7
/ % H
XC\:EA A WAGLD O
Katherine R Mason, Chairperson
Eastern Panhandle Transportation Authority

CC:  Governor Tomlin
Lee Thorne, District 5 DOH
Senators: Barnes, Helmick, Snyder, Unger
Delegates: Cowies, Duke, Householder, Kump, Lawrencs, Overington
County Administrators: Hammond, Keyser, McClintock
Robert Gordon, HEPMPG



PO Box 14
131 Myersiown Road
Rippon, WV 25441

October 19, 2012

Mir. Gregory Bailey, PE

Director, Engineering Division
West Virginia Division of Highways
State Capitol Complex, Building 5
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, WV 25305-0430

RE: US 340 Four-Lane Improvement: VA line fo Charles Town Bypass
Dear Sir.

| would tike to submit an idea for the path of the 340 lane improvement. | believe that option 5 needs to
be looked at more closely because logs of residences would be avoided. Route 340 could be moved so
that it moves east of Wayside Farm and Glenwood. Just past Glenwood it could then tum to the west
and skirtt south of Ryans Glen. It could then turn back to the south staving north of Smith Road. |t
could then also overtay the existing route 340, This option avoids cutting Clive Boy Fam in half. | am
enclosing a2 hand drawing of this possibility. In order to save residences, some of which have been in
the families for over a hundred years, | feel this would benefit both sides.  If you have any questions or
would like further explanation, please feel free fo contact me. § can be reached on my cell phone at
304-270-8252 or e-mail at jeepeka@frontiernetnet. Thank you for the opportunity to offer my
suggestion.

Sincerely,

Joseph V. Cepelka
Resident and Land Owner

P

Attachment Enclosed
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QOctober 20, 2012

Mr. Gregory Bailey, PE

Director, Engineering Division

West Virginia Division of Highways
State Capitol Complex, Building 5
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0430

Re: US 340 Four-Lane Improvements Study: Virginia Line to Charles Town Bypass

Dear Mr. Bailey:

Pursuant to the public workshop held on September 24, 2012 please accept this letter as my
formal comments on the proposed alternatives for the new four-lane road project. My residence
is focated at 1505 Berryville Pike in Rippon, West Virginia. In each of the three alternatives (4,
4A and 4B) my property is depicted as property number 121. Currently, | have three access
points onto Route 340 to my property which runs from Scooter Lane to Earl Ellifritz Road.
Immediately south of my property is Scooter Lane {(Rippon Mobile Home Park) which also
accesses Route 340. There are ten total residences which access Scooter Lane and enter on
to Route 340. | own six of the properties which access this lane.

Based on the information provided by WVDOH on the three alternatives which affect my
property and the adjacent, please find below my comments and recommendations on each of
the three alternatives:

Alternative 4: This alternative proposes utilizing the existing Route 340 roadway to access the
re-aligned Route 340 with additional right-of-way being taken along the frontage of my property.
The improvements in this aiternative start nearest to the northernmost entrance to my property
and extend to the southernmost corner along the frontage of my property. It does not appear
that the roadway in this section is being widened therefore | do not see any reason for additional
right-of-way needed for this option.

Recommendation: Utilize the existing Route 340 right-of-way with no modifications to
areas outside of the right-of-way.

Alternative 4A: This alternative proposes and access road to the re-aligned Route 340 which
includes a “Y” type intersection with one leg of the intersection northeast of my property and the
other leg southwest of my property with the intersection of the “Y” directly in front of the main
entry into my property. The southern leg of the “Y” intersection does not appear to follow the
existing Route 340 roadway which results in an additional right-of-way taking on the frontage of
my property.

Recommendation; Since | own a majority of the residences on Scooter Lane and this
would not be a heavily used access road, | would recommend that this access road
follow the existing Route 340 roadway with no additional right-of-way taken for the



improvements. | have coordinated with the other residents regarding this option and
have attached their signatures indicating their agreement that this recommendation is an
acceptable alternative to the significant improvements in this area that are being
proposed by WVDOH.

Alternative 4B: In the vicinity of my property it appears that this alternative is identical to
Alternative 4A.

Recommendation: Since | own a majority of the residences on Scooter Lane and this
would not be a heavily used access road, | would recommend that this access road
follow the existing Route 340 roadway with no additional right-of-way taken for the
improvements. | have coordinated with the other residents regarding this option and
have attached their signatures indicating their agreement that this recommendation is an
acceptable alternative to the significant improvements in this area that are being
proposed by WVDOH.

Additional Thoughts: In an ideal world, | would like to see the community of Rippon remain
intact. No community deserves to be bisected by a four lane highway. Since the unfortunate
build out of Ryan’s Glenn, it may be in the best interest of all to revisit Alternative 5 which
bypasses the community to the east. Old Rt. 340 can be used for local traffic, connecting the
new bypass at the Virginia Line and the vicinity of Wheatland Road.

| appreciate your consideration of my comments above and my recommendations. Should you
have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Paul Michael Chapman
1505 Berryville Pike
Rippon, WV 25441
(304) 279-6297

Attachments



As a resident of the effected area, | support the letter from Mike Chapman. No right-of-way changes are needed or desired on the west side of Rt. 340 in the Rippon

community between Scooter Lane and Earl Ellifritz Road.
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As a resident of the effected area, | support the letter from Mike Chapman. No right-of-way changes are needed or desired on the west side of Rt. 340 in the Rippon
community between Scooter Lane and Earl Ellifritz Road.
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WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION

IN THE MATTER OF:
U.S. Route 340 Project
Charles Town

Jefferson County, West Virginia

PUBLIC HEARING

The following is a transcript of proceedings held reference the above-styled
matter at the Page-Jackson Elementary School located at Charles Town, Jefferson
County, West Virginia, on June 3, 2013, taken by Sherry M. Lawson, Certified Court

Reporter, in and for the State of West Virginia.

SHERRY M. LAWSON
Certified Court Reporter
4904 Boxwood Drive
Charleston, WV 25306
304-419-6154
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BRENT WALKER, Moderator
Director of Communications
West Virginia Department of Transportation

GREGORY BAILEY, Hearing Officer/Panel Member
Director, Engineering Division
West Virginia Division of Highways

EMILIANO LOPEZ, Panel Member
Assistant Division Administrator
Federal Highway Administration
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MODERATOR:  Good evening everyone. I'm Brent Walker. I'm Director of
Communications for the West Virginia Department of Transportation. I'd like to
welcome everyone to this evening's U.S. 340 public hearing. It's being held jointly with
the West Virginia Division of Highways and the Federal Highway Administration, and on
behalf of these two agencies we'd like to welcome each and every one of you.

It's real important that we hear from you; whether it be this evening publicly or
in comments. Both are equally important. We do have a list of speakers that we are
pleased to welcome and anxious to hear from. They're of equal weight. The
comments; if you choose not to speak but want to provide your comments in written
form that is fine as well and equally important.

This evening's proceedings are being recorded by a stenographer and the
transcript will become part of the official project record. For those of you who prefer to
submit written comments, forms for this purpose are available outside. Comments can
be submitted here tonight, in writing, by email, or on our website. Any written comments
or supporting materials submitted during the comment period will also become part of
the project record.

With me tonight is Emiliano Lopez. He's the Assistant Division Administrator
for the Federal Highway Administration's West Virginia Division, and Mr. Greg Bailey;
he's with the Division of Highways State Highway Engineering Program and Planning
Division.

At this time -- | know that we have a couple of elected officials -- if | could have
them come over here close to the mike, we'll hear from them first. And while they're

making their way there | would like to introduce to you Mr. Emiliano Lopez.
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Public Hearing 6/3/13 5

MR. LOPEZ: Thank you, Brent, and more importantly, thank you all for
coming this evening. For many of you | know it's probably been a long day already so
we really appreciate you taking time out of your busy day to be here and provide input
on this much needed project.

As Brent mentioned, I'm Emiliano Lopez with the Federal Highway
Administration's West Virginia Division office in Charleston. The Federal Highway
Administration, in conjunction with the West Virginia Division of Highways, is proposing
to improve the existing two-lane section of U.S. 340, a half-mile from the West
Virginia/Virginia state line to approximately two miles north of the community of Rippon
in Jefferson County, West Virginia.

The proposed project is needed to address deficiencies that have occurred
over time in operation and roadways features, as well as the need to accommodate
future traffic growth so that smooth, safe traffic flow can be maintained today, as well as
into the future.

The West Virginia Division of Highways and the Federal Highway
Administration are working diligently to ensure that the project needs are met while at
the same time minimizing and balancing the impacts to both the community and to the
environment. We're pleased to be part of this effort and look forward to further success
in advancing this project.

Again, our heartfelt thank-you for being here this evening and at this time | will
turn the hearing over to the West Virginia Division of Highways Deputy State Highway
Leader of Program and Planning; Greg Bailey. Greg?

MR. BAILEY: Thank you, Emiliano. | have a couple of things | want to

say. | have a prepared statement that | need to read into the record here, but a couple
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Public Hearing 6/3/13 6

of things is that first of all, | want to echo what has been said already and that is that the
Division of Highways, particularly on behalf of Secretary Mattox, we're very grateful that
you all have taken the time tonight to attend this meeting and provide us your
comments. | know sometimes in dealing with government it seems like nobody is
listening to you. I've been there, too, even though | work for government, but the only
thing | can say to you is | do promise you that we do listen to your comments and we do
read through them and we go through them. So we really are very appreciative of the
fact that you all have taken a lot of time tonight and today and have committed your time
and efforts to come here and provide us input. We're just very appreciative of that and
just wanted to make sure to say that and thank you for that.

The second thing is it was brought to my attention, and this is purely
coincidental -- | know that sometimes people don't believe in coincidence, but this is
coincidental. There seems to have been a little bit of confusion last week. The Division
of Highways, actually our Planning Division who isn't actually conducting this meeting
tonight, a separate division of the Division of Highways, but they were up here in this
whole Panhandle area passing out some surveys at different intersections. Some of
those intersections were locally, right here, some were over in Berkeley County, and
some were over in Morgan County.

The purpose of those surveys was it was a planning survey that was asking
people to provide answers to questions, but they were also trying to get answers on
what people's travel habits are. One of the things you can do like with the section of
highway we're talking about tonight, is we can go out there and we can measure the
vehicles passing by a particular point on a highway at any time and tell how many

vehicles are passing by. But what we can't do as we measure those vehicles is tell
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Public Hearing 6/3/13 7

where all those vehicles are coming from; where did they start, where did they originate,
and where are they going type thing.

So in our Planning Department we do these studies sometimes and
sometimes we do them in a real hands-on way. We actually go out on the highways
and pass out survey information and in that we might ask all kinds of questions.

What | can assure you, to the best of my ability, is those surveys that were
being passed out, those are long-term type survey things that are going on, that have
nothing to do with this meeting that we're conducting on this particular highway project.
So we want to apologize. The timing wasn't very good on our part since it happened at
about the same time as this public meeting, but it just happened; the way the schedule
worked out. It's two different groups in the Highway Department. So if we caused any
confusion in that manner, we apologize for that, but there is no connection between all
those surveys that were done and this project today.

So we'll try to do a better job in the future communicating when we have those
types of things going on, but | just wanted to make sure everybody is clear there is no
connection between those surveys and what we're talking about tonight. These are two
totally separate issues.

Okay, with that I'm going to move ahead here and read this statement. "The
purpose of this public hearing is to provide an update on the progress of the U.S. 340
Improvement Study and to receive formal comments; those can be oral or written, on
the project. At the September 2012 Informational Public Workshop Alternatives 4, 4A
and 4B were presented. Based on recommendations from you, the public, at the
September 2012 public meeting, Alternatives 4C, 10A, 10B, and 11 were developed

and they are the focus of this workshop/hearing tonight.
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Public Hearing 6/3/13 8

There are project maps on display at the meeting and you've seen them out
here in the hallway. There are also maps in the handout that you've been given. You're
encouraged to examine them and discuss the project with members of the study team.
A comment sheet is enclosed in those handouts for you to provide the project team with
your opinions and thoughts on this project. Please feel free to provide your comments
either orally here this evening in this public hearing, or written, or you can go to our

West Virginia DOH website at www.transportation.wv.gov under public

comments/engineering projects/U.S. 340 Project, or you can do both. You can testify
tonight at the hearing and you can still give separate written comments. Any of those
means would be fine. All of those comments that are given will become a part of the

official project record.

Comments will be accepted on the project until July 3, 2013. Following the
close of the comment period, the project team will address comments in the
Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement to the previous Draft
Environmental Impact Statement. A public hearing, just like the one we're attending
tonight, will then be held on the Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement. A
Final Environmental Impact Statement will address the public and agency comments.
Following the receipt of public and agency comments on the Final Environmental Impact
Statement a Record of Decision, sometimes known as a ROD, will be published to
complete the National Environmental Policy Act, known as the NEPA, process. The
final design for the Preferred Alternative will depend on the availability of funding for this
project.

Our purpose tonight is to listen to your comments and place them in the official

record. All of the information you provide is important, but questions that you ask from
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Public Hearing 6/3/13 9

the floor will not be answered directly during the testimony. However, any question you
ask during your testimony will become a part of the official record, also. You may also
take the time to talk individually to our staff either as you have already prior to this public
hearing or after the public hearing outside the cafeteria. But please remember only
written comments and public testimony will become a part of the official record. No oral
comments in discussions out here will become part of the official record.

With that being said, I'll now turn the hearing over to Brent Walker who has a
few instructions for giving testimony before calling the first speaker. Thank you.

MODERATOR:  Thank you, Greg. We've got Commissioner Widmyer and
Delegate Espinosa in just a second. Let me just say that everyone who is speaking this
evening, please remember that we are recording this hearing. When offering testimony
please speak directly into the microphone and provide your full name, address, and any
organization you may represent before giving your testimony.

We will call people to testify -- I'm sorry?

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: This is our other Commissioner here tonight;
Patsy Noland.

MODERATOR:  We'll be happy to hear from her. We didn't have her name
down. Are we okay?

COMMISSIONER NOLAND:  We're good.

MODERATOR:  We would love to hear from you. | did not have you on the
list.

COMMISSIONER NOLAND: That's okay, you go right ahead.

MODERATOR: Okay. We will call people to testify in the order in which

they have signed up out front. Please come to the microphone when your name is
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called. To provide an equal opportunity for everyone to speak we've allotted each
person five minutes and we will use the traffic signal to keep things on schedule. After
coming to the microphone a green light indicates that you may start. A yellow light
indicates that you have one minute left. And the red light indicates that your time is
over. So just please respectfully ask that you yield the microphone when you see the
red light.

We will now hear from the first public official. Let's hear from Delegate
Espinosa.

DELEGATE ESPINOSA: Thank you very much. I'm Paul Espinosa. |
represent the 66" Delegate District in the West Virginia House of Delegates. This
project does run through the 66™ District.

I'll be brief, because | really most want to hear the comments that will be
presented here this evening. | do want to take a moment to thank the West Virginia
Department of Highways and the Federal Highway Administration for hosting tonight's
workshop and hearing because obviously there are a lot of heartfelt thoughts on this
matter and it's very important that folks have an opportunity to weigh-in on this important
project.

| have received communications from my constituents and others in the
impacted area; certainly a lot of comments about which Alternate might be preferable,
but I think the issue that most resonates with me is the concern that until a final decision
is made on this project many folks feel that they're very much in limbo; not knowing
exactly how this project is going to impact them.

So my request would be that all those parties involved in this decision-making

process move forward with all due haste, consistent with an open and transparent
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process, to move towards a Record of Decision so that all the impacted parties will
know where they stand in this project and can act accordingly.

So again, | thank you for the opportunity to speak this evening and thank you
for hosting this forum.

MODERATOR:  Thank you. Commissioner Widmyer? Commissioner,
please --

COMMISSIONER NOLAND: No, that's okay. | may speak later. Thank
you.

COMMISSIONER WIDMYER: My name is Lyn Widmyer. I'm a County
Commissioner, and it's a pleasure being back here because both my kids went here so
it's always nice to come back. | have very pleasant memories of this school.

| just wanted to say a few words. First of all, | know what a difficult decision
this is and how this is affecting people's lives, because 35 acres of our family farm was
taken for Route 9 between Charles Town and the Virginia line, and | can't tell you the
pain and the difficult situation that was dealing with right-of-way and watching the farm
be crossed by this road. So | understand what a difficult time anyone is having that's
affected by any of these options.

| just wanted to make the comment that one of the things we've discovered by
the Route 9 experience is what is very important is the crossroads and that the State
does a very good job on planning the straightaway, but it's the local roads and how they
intersect that really affect the neighborhoods. And all of these roads are at-grade with
no improvements of any kind.

| think we need to think about that as we look at these options because the

County Commission, the Development Authority and other bodies in this county are
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looking at this section of Route 340 as an economic corridor, and these crossroads that
are now planned for, you know, just what you see is what you get -- | mean, it's very
important to think about what's going to happen to them in the future.

And I'm here, too, to listen tonight, but the only thing is | hope with the Record
of Decision not being planned until 2016 -- we're in the exact same situation that led to
Ryans Glen, which is there is nothing written anywhere or any official document saying
that this is a corridor that's under study for new road improvements. | just hope you'll
put up a sign or something so we don't have more Ryans Glen before 2016. Thank you.

MODERATOR:  Thank you. Commissioner Noland, you reserve the right
certainly, to speak.

COMMISSIONER NOLAND:  Thank you.

MODERATOR:  Allright. The first person, and again they are in the order in
which they signed up out front, but we'll begin with Franklin Adams.

MR. ADAMS: They said I've got five minutes so my old English teacher
would be proud of me. My name is Franklin W. Adams. My address is P. O. Box 99,
Rippon, West Virginia, 25441.

Every day we read where productive farmland, acreage, is disappearing at an
alarming rate with a large amount being divided by interchanges, acceleration and
deceleration lanes, and housing developments. Once this acreage has been eliminated
from the landscape it is gone forever.

The proposed Alternative 11 will split a 30-acre field and a 15-acre woodland
down through the middle, leaving access only on the other side of the highway. In
addition, my cattle will only have access to water that will be on the opposite side from

their pasture. That will be another headache.
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As a side note for you nature lovers: Seth Pond is home to both migrating and
nesting Canadian geese. Oftentimes cars will stop to observe mamma and papa
shepherding their offspring off the road.

For the aforesaid reasons | am opposed to Alternative 11. In conclusion,
nearly everyone is concerned that their home is impeding the path of progress. Well,
Ladies and Gentlemen, I'm here to tell you my land is my home. Thank you.

MODERATOR:  Thank you, sir. Next to speak is Lou Athey.

MR. ATHEY: My name is Lou Athey. I'm here representing the owner of
the Oak Hill Subdivision, which is County Green LLC. My address is Amelia Island,
Florida.

| have some appreciation for the difficulty in choosing a road for the new 340.
But in the meantime my property owner is faced with enormous carrying costs including
real estate taxes, maintenance and maybe most important opportunity costs. When you
stretch out a decision for six or seven years it becomes quite difficult.

| read about the Madison Cave isopod that's an endangered species and I'm
going to try to make sure that we don't fall in that same category which is, again, the
way we feel, but it's obviously very difficult to choose a road, but it appears that it's
pretty easy to eliminate a road. So | would ask that the roads with 4's attached; that's 4,
4A, 4B and 4C, be eliminated from your consideration if, for no other reason, just
because of the disproportionate number of parcel acquisitions that would be required if
those roads were chosen.

Thank you very much.

MODERATOR:  Thank you, sir. The next person to speak is Carolyn Zirkle.
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MS. ZIRKLE: Yes, my name is Carolyn Zirkle and | own John's Family
Restaurant and I'm very opposed to 10A and 10B.

| have the misfortune of living next to a gun range that has altered our lives.
I'm unable to sell my home or my restaurant due to the fact that there is going to be a
road somewhere, sometime. So | really would like this to be kind of in a hurry. So | can
-- I can't go in my yard. We have a pool we can't enjoy because there's a gun range
right in our backyard. And | would think that anybody that had a house where you can
hear a gun range would be very glad that a road was going to take it.

| welcome you with everything of 10A and 10B, and I'll be very, very happy;
thrilled. Thank you very much.

MODERATOR:  Thank you. Next to speak this evening; John Maxey.

MR. MAXEY: Thank you. My name is John Maxey; 335 Old Shenandoah
Trail, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia.

I'd like to start by saying that the lack of a Record of Decision on the part of
DOH is absolutely no excuse for the Jefferson County Planning Commission's complete
failure to plan. The approval of Mr. Athey's subdivision at Oak Hill, as well as the
subdivision as it was currently platted at Ryans Glen is inexcusable. Mr. Glen Hetzel
showed up at the public hearing in 2005 and clearly told the Planning Commission that
the highway routes had been planned to go through that parcel. He was ignored and
the project was approved as presented anyway. It's completely inexcusable.

I'd like to continue by thanking the Division of Highways for coming today to
hear people, but to also point out that many of the same people in this room tonight

were here to be heard ten years ago when the DOH came up in 2003. And yet, we're
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still here, no decision has been made, we're still waiting on a Record of Decision, and
apparently the funding doesn't exist to purchase or negotiate with the rights-of-way.

What we're doing by having this thing hang over everyone's head is turning
neighbors against each other unnecessarily, and actually depriving them of the full use
of their property. We have landowners and farmers that are unable to put in fence lines,
sheds, barns. They can't plan; they can't really use their property.

We have homeowners that are unable to move, unable to refinance their
homes. Everything is completely up in the air and yet there is no compensation
available because without a Record of Decision there is no negotiation for the rights-of-
way. So we're depriving people of their property without any provision for
compensation. It's completely unfair.

| would urge the Division of Highways to either move rapidly towards a Record
of Decision or if there's no funding available, abandon the project. Thank you.

MODERATOR:  Thank you for your comments. And next, Mr. Glen Hetzel.

MR. HETZEL: I'm Glen Hetzel; 895 Smith Road; owner of a farm there.
Since my name has been bandied about for a number of years | wanted to have the
opportunity to let you know that | do exist; I'm still in the area. The first time my name
came up had to do with Athey's Folly and is now being resurfaced on that same
account.

My main concern is the time it's taken to move this far, if there's been any
movement at all. It's been more than ten years. I'm not sure I'll live to see the road be
finished, if it ever is. And many of you in this room may not be around when the road is

finished. My main concern then is to urge the Highway Department to find the funding,




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Public Hearing 6/3/13 16

move forward, and forget 2018 and move for 2015 when you start construction. Thank
you.

MODERATOR:  Thank you, sir. Next to speak is Nance Briscoe.

MS. BRISCOE: My name is Nance Briscoe. | live at 22 Cloverdale Place.
I'm a citizen here in Jefferson County and I'm what you call a transplant. | moved out
here from Los Almas, New Mexico where | never heard about homeowner associations,
subdivisions, or governing documents. But | did hear about something everyone has
forgotten. It's called disclosure.

When my husband and | came out here we met and liked a person by the
name of Charlie Marcus. Some of you may know who that is. He since has died. And
his son, Terry Marcus. Unfortunately he, too, has died. They had the Cloverdale
Heights Subdivision of 137 lots up for sale. The developer that put our house together
was Foster Eonous out of Baltimore, Maryland.

When we looked at the lot in 1987 before the house was built Charlie Marcus
said to my husband and I, "Think before you choose that lot." At that time old 340,
which is similar to what Augustine Avenue looks like, went right through the back of the
property we were looking at. Two lanes; it didn't have a yellow line at that time; a lot of
rabbits, some deer. We really liked what we saw.

Charlie Marcus and Foster Eonous, our builder, said, "Go to town. Talk to the
Planning people and Engineering. Find out what the road is going to be. We have
heard 340 from Charles Town somewhere near the bowling alley will be connected as a
four-lane highway with a median strip." Okay. In my book that's disclosure. That's not
a signed, sealed, delivered document to me or anyone else. That's a commonsense

discussion using something we all appreciate; disclosure.
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We went to town. We spoke with a gentleman by the name of Paul Raco.
Paul had a map probably as big as this piece of paper is, and pencil marks all the way
from town to Clarke County, Virginia state line. He said, "We don't have anything in
writing. It's all discussion, but sooner or later that road is going to come through.”
Okay.

We talked to a Mr. Shepp, who worked at that time -- | don't know if he still is
here or not -- for Appalachia Survey. He came out and he walked my husband and | on
the property and he showed us where that road was going to be removed, a guardrail
would be put up, a berm would be built, and a four-lane highway would go through. We
were told it would go probably as far as the Burns Farm or the Mickey Farm, which it
did. Those farms intersect at Roper North Fork.

In my opinion, Department of Highways 26 years ago already had done
studies, had done paperwork, had done maps, had spoken with people. By the time
2006 got here we went through more than one engineering director, if you will, or
planning person. We went through more than one set of county commissioners. We
went through more than one delegate for this section. In my opinion, disclosure is not
only material goods; it is what is going to happen on the outside of your property.

My husband and | chose to purchase the lot, and we're thankful we did. But
all of you need to know something's missing in this scenario: Disclosure. So with that |
thank you for being here, | thank you for the time, and | hope everyone will understand
disclosure does not have to be in ink. It's commonsense. Thank you.

MODERATOR:  Thank you for your comments. The next citizen to speak is
Will Allen.

MR. ALLEN: I'm speaking for my son first.
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MODERATOR:  Also, Anna; you'll be on-deck.

MR. ALLEN: Good evening. When discussing a topic that involves the
removal of people from their homes it is difficult to do so without any bias. Bias is
inherent with any topic that hits so close to home. However, one thing that is always
free of bias is numbers. Facts are always facts. And in this case the facts are almost
entirely in favor of Alternate 4.

Alternate 4 is the obvious route because it simply makes the most sense. It's
the most direct route, a route which saves money on the construction. Not to mention
the fact that it avoids the cost of either a) building bridges, or b) railroad relocation, as
indicated by Alternates 10A and 10B respectively. The extra costs just to appease
homeowners who should have been informed of their inevitable move when it was
decided in '03 would be huge.

In addition to costs we must also look at the most important factor of all;
safety. Inthe U.S. close to 50 percent of all deadly single vehicle accidents occur on or
directly after and resulting from curves in the road. Anyone with eyes can see the
problems this spells for Alternates 10A and 10B. The almost entirely straight Alternate
4 -- what? | didn't write this. The ones on Allen Lane appear especially dangerous.

So, as stated, the choice is clear. We can either choose cheap, straight and
safe, or costly, indirect and potentially deadly. After eliminating bias it's easy to see
Alternate 4 is the best choice for the people of this county. Thank you, and good night.

MODERATOR:  Thank you. Anna?

MS. ALLEN: Hi, I'm Anna Allen. I'm 14 years old and I've lived on 2703

Berryville Pike, West Virginia, 25441 for all of my life; the same block of land containing
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Allen Lane and the same block of land completely severed in-half by Alternates 10A and
10B.

Since | was little, before | even entered kindergarten in 2004, | had been told
that an endangered species of birds resembling mockingbirds, are the reason our land
was protected from the U.S. 340 Improvement route. Alternate Route 4 was the chosen
path in 2003, the last time this issue arose.

Unfortunately the construction was delayed long enough for a misinformed
opportunist to enter our county and build a housing development directly in the way of
the newly planned 340 route. Many families now live in this development known as
Ryans Glen. Due to this new group of innocent people, and other arising issues, a plan
for U.S. 340 has once again come up.

| do realize that everyone's home is their comfort zone; the place they return to
each day to relax and feel safe. My home is just that to me. But it is not only my and
my family's home. Our land harbors many species, including the endangered little
brown bat, seasonal butterflies, foxes, white-tailed deer, rabbits, squirrels, Baltimore
Orioles, gold finches, red-tailed hawk, red-winged blackbirds, cardinals, bluebirds, barn
swallows, skunks, and many more creatures.

We also have planted a wide variety of native trees such as White Pines,
Scotch Pines, Norway Spruce, Blue Spruce, Blue Pines, Douglas Firs; the list goes on.
I'm not going to read all of these, but many more. These various tree species help
support a wide and healthy variety of underbrush that provides food and shelter for
many animals, including a thriving population of Eastern Box Turtles.

Along with the box turtles there are many species of snakes, a strong

population of insects and arachnids live on our land as well. Fireflies and honeybees




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Public Hearing 6/3/13 20

are two types of insects that can be seen regularly around our house and both have
thinning populations across the northeastern U.S.

I've listed many species that have made homes of our land, but the one that
stuck on my mind is the Butcher Bird, also known as the Loggerhead Shrike. Although
I've been hearing the story all my life I've never taken the time to notice one until just the
other day. It was a defining moment for me as my dad and | watched the interesting
bird bob its tail back and forth, keeping its balance on the branch of a peach tree at the
edge of our farm. It swooped down and took a drink, as many other birds on our land
do, but it really made me think.

| realize that my home means a lot more to me than it does to you, but | never
want to lose it and | hope that you were able to catch a glimpse of it through my eyes.

| realize that the residents of Ryans Glen are not at all responsible for the fact
that their land was predestined to be the new U.S. 340 Route, but that isn't the fault of
the people around them, either. It isn't very fair to them, but it is less fair to push the
road back over on the other people.

Thinking practically, without personal opinion, Alternate Route 4 is the best
choice.

MODERATOR:  Thank you, and then we'll call Lewis Allen.

MR. ALLEN: Good evening, my name is Lewis Allen. 1 live on Allen
Lane, directly in the path of Alternates 10A and 10B.

My father was born at Rippon Lodge in 1916. He lived there until the death of
his mother in 1971. My grandmother unfortunately had hired an incompetent lawyer,
whom [I'll refer to as Bean Pickles, to help her write her will. Due to his incompetency

we had to sell the house and most of our farm in order to pay the inheritance tax. | was
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eleven years old. | couldn't understand it. We owed no back taxes, had no mortgage.
Grandma died, so we owed the government more money than we'd ever seen. Why?
Does anyone really own anything in this country anymore? We just rent from the
government.

I've lived here all my life, raised my kids here, paid my taxes on time, never
been to jail. I've attended most meetings concerning this project in the past and came
away thinking the matter was pretty much decided on; Alternate 4.

Mr. Streaker, the former owner of what is now Ryans Glen, sold out and
moved to Florida. Then someone decided it would be okay to build a bunch of big
houses there. Whoever made that brilliant decision has to have a bad taste in their
mouth after kissing all that Lou Athey and Dan Ryan backside.

Now they want to take my land across the railroad and crush other long-life
residents on this side. | guess money talks, but it's not right.

So come on people on the west side. Let's get together and fight this injustice
or we're going to get railroaded, literally and figuratively. Let's get the lawsuits rolling
and fatten up the lawyers; a bunch of ticks on the dog of society.

Now for the practical side of my argument: Do these curves make any sense
to you on Alternate 10A and 10B? According to the National Highway Transit and
Safety Administration approximately 50 percent of fatal single vehicle accidents occur
on or directly after curves there. It just doesn't make any sense.

MODERATOR:  Thank you, sir. Next is Libby Pierce. Libby Pierce.

MS. PIERCE: Hi, my name is Libby Pierce. I'm a resident of Allen Lane

and | have been all of my life; the farm has been in our family for 100 years.
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It appalls me that the Planning Commission would even think that they're
going to redo this road. Because of our Planning Commission's inadequacy now the
Department of Highways has to revisit this, do all these new plans, and all this money
because of our people.

| imagine that when this man -- we did not have it in writing, it was not a matter
of record that we were going to use Route 4, but that man who owned that farm before
Ryans Glen was there installed very expensive horse fencing and sheds. We were
assured enough that Route 4 was going through that he sold that property and | imagine
at a very low cost because probably whoever bought the property was well aware that's
where the highway was going: "But as long as the homeowners don't know, we don't
really care."

I'm sorry, that's it for me. Thank you.

MODERATOR:  Thank you. Next up; Wayne Hall.

MR. HALL: I'm Wayne Hall. | live at 236 Allen Lane. My wife's name is
Linda Allen Hall, so you know where | am leaning.

10A and 10B, | can't understand it. As Lewis just said, whoever heard of
putting a dead man's curve -- who decides -- "Let's go down the road. Where are we
going? Let's take a nice right here. Let's go up through this family farm here and
actually subdivide it." And at the time the taxes, the inheritance tax, was extraordinarily
high; not like it is now. And, of course, the family had to sell the farm. That is to say it
happens and it still happens, but | am sorry for anybody losing their home.

| just found out tonight, which | tried to find out, what is the width of a dual-lane
highway are they talking about? The guy gave me approximately 250 feet. | said,

"Well, you know this thing that the State sent us shows Allen Lane. It shows this
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highway going on the other side of Allen Lane," and | keep looking at it and | said, "That
isn't Allen Lane. Allen Lane comes right down the property line." And, of course, the
way they're doing that highway is going right up the property line. So tonight | find out
my house is gone if they choose this.

Well, the lady that spoke said, "Disclosure"”. | mean, disclosure; that is the
most commonsense thing | ever heard of. You're coming down a dual-lane highway, go
to a single-lane highway, and you go to a dual-lane highway, and you buy a house on
the side of the road commonsense tells me, "Hey, that's an awful doggone risky
situation."

Maybe they're thinking 50/50. Maybe the highway is just going to be a two-
lane there. But it comes to find out, no, they might want to take this thing to Martinsburg
and bring it down, or maybe circle around down around Summit Point and bring it in. |
don't know, it hasn't been decided yet.

That's the big thing. Who in the heck knows? We were here ten years ago;
we're back again, and the Highway Department comes in and they're all nice and polite,
and so glad to see you. "We're going to take your home." You know, that is just plain
doggone ridiculous.

Why can't we just get something done? | mean, make a decision. It's easy,
and do it. 1 mean, it's frustrating and, of course, | hate anybody losing their home, but |
know there's a lot of taxpayers hate to see a lot -- maybe my land is worth 30 million
dollars more. It seemed like 10A and 10B is going to be something like 26 million or 22
million more. It will make a nice highway. A lot of expensive curve there, but maybe

that's what they want.
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And | want to thank everybody and I'm like quite a few others; I'm not too fond
of the Planning Commission and what in the heck they did. | heard one of them was
said to say, "How can we tell the man what he can do with his land?" That's true. And
then you've got these speculators come in and grab up the land, and these speculators
-- there's one speculator in this county that | have never heard one person say one good
thing about, not one person, and then he comes up and sells it to a man that's going to
build a subdivision.

Well, you know, that's fine, business is business, but, you know, that
disclosure; is that ethical? Thank you.

MODERATOR:  Thank you, sir, for your comments. Next to speak is David
and | apologize -- is it David Tabb?

MR. TABB: Thank you. Good afternoon. My name is David Tabb; 107
Tabb Lane, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia.

| don't know what to do with five minutes. You should get with the County
people because, if you notice, almost everybody doesn't go to the yellow light. We only
get three minutes at the County Commission.

We have a big problem here. The Highway Department; you can't trust. The
County Commission; you can't trust. How do | know that? Because for the last six
years I've taken them to court. I've been deemed guilty of practicing law without a
license.

You, the people sitting here in front of me, this is our home. My family has
been here for almost 200 years. Everybody that drove here today touched the road that
my grandfather built. We didn't have the Highway Department. We had the Jefferson

County Roads.
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Then after the hard work and money that we, the people of Jefferson County;
whether you've only been here one day or you've been here 200 years -- we did this.
We built the infrastructure. We made this our home.

It starts here. The county is in bad shape. The state is in bad shape. The
country is in bad shape. We need to get our affairs together at home. Until that
happens, the country is going down the tubes. We can do better. We have to do better.
Our children and their children depend on it.

| have a contract from the Route 340 project; the eastern side. Over $300,000
that these people up here spent -- over $300,000 and | spent over 60 hours appointed
to a committee and they threw it in the trashcan. That's unacceptable.

Yet the County can spend a quarter of a million dollars on 3/10ths of a mile
with no permits, on height road, no bonding, using our County employees or the
Highway Department, and double-dipping.

340 in Virginia was finished almost 40 years ago and the other structure or the
bypass was finished somewhere around 18 years ago. The only reason this is getting
looked at is because 340 East on Harpers Ferry is being ignored. That's where the
traffic is. They've already said that they can monitor how much traffic. | can get to
Berryville almost any time of the day with hardly any delay. You try to go to Frederick or
try to come back home at any time, any day or night, and you're in trouble.

| have given written structures of how to fix the roads and they're ignored. I've
been in constant contact with the Highway Department. | have a contract that says
$300,000 to be donated to the Highway Department at an undisclosed number,
undisclosed account, from the Federal Government. If | and other people hadn't been

involved we would already have another stoplight at Shipley School. They stole Kuhn's
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Road. That road is what my grandfather built. | offered to pay double for that road than
what was given for it. It was stolen from us.

I've been made fun of, I've been laughed at, and | can handle it. But we
cannot trust the Highway Department or our elected officials. It's time we, the people,
take over this county and this state and this government. We don't have much time left.
| really appreciate your time.

And one other thing: | think the County Commission -- we need a new light
(indicating). That's a lot bigger, and for $2000 | think we can afford that one. You all
have a good day.

MODERATOR:  Thank you, sir, for your comments. Next to speak is Jay
Cepelka.

MR. CEPELKA: My name is Jay Cepelka. | live at 131 Meyerstown Road,
Rippon, West Virginia.

In 1992, before | built my house, what was considered | guess 4, Route 4 at
that time, had been taken off the table. | started the project in April of 2003, finished it in
November of that year, and we had a meeting here shortly thereafter in which Route 4
was back on the table as the prime route of travel for the new road.

| know it doesn't satisfy anybody where the road goes and it never will. My
biggest concern is the uncertainty of what our lives are as to what we can do with our
property and where we may have to move to or what we may have to do with it.

So with that said, | would certainly like to see the project be moved on as
quickly as possible, and | thank you for your time.

MODERATOR:  Thank you, sir. The last person that is signed up to speak

is Daniel Lutz.
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MR. LUTZ: Good evening and thank you for your time, and thank you
for your attention. My name is Daniel Lutz. | live at 175 Wheatland Road, Charles
Town, West Virginia.

I'm appalled at some of the issues that I've raised about all of the Alternatives,
including the ones that have been taken off the table, that haven't received any study or
the staff doesn't have any knowledge with which to address.

I've listened to some of the people who have spoken this evening about
eminent domain and various terms, and | recall a term in common law called usufruct,
that's u-s-u-f-r-u-c-t. The first time | ever found it referenced in American history was
following the claims for compensation following Sherman's march to the sea. Now until
this evening | really had not thought about the parallels between this highway and
Sherman's march to the sea until | listened to the Allen family speak, and it suddenly
became a whole lot clearer.

Usufruct, briefly, says that the sovereign, the government if you will, the king,
or whoever, or the dictator, owns all property and that you only have it at the will and
pleasure of the sovereign. The sovereign may take it from you, extract anything from
you for its use, and you have no power. This is what imminent domain was enacted
upon in 1862 and it even went so far in Connecticut as to allow a Wal-Mart to be
constructed on land that people had to give up their homes for.

Now, several things bother me about this. When choosing a road, as several
people have said, safety should be the number one concern. Commissioner Widmyer is
absolutely right. | know she's surprised to hear me say that. At-grade intersections are
extremely dangerous with the kind of traffic we have, and as | listen to the Allens speak,

| joked with the staff saying that they should name these curves out there that they're
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proposing for the Alternates across the Allen place as Lawyers' Curves because these
boys are going to make a lot of money. And I told Jay that he should buy another
rollback and station it out there because he'll be able to retire a second time.

Unless staff plans to bank these curves like the Talladega Speedway or
perhaps Dover or Bristol -- Lord, | wouldn't want to drive those tracks under any
circumstances, but the point is there's no roads in America that are built to Autobahn
standards. Has anybody ever driven the Autobahns? 120 miles an hour, safely.
Nobody would do it. No German with any sense unless they had a lot of beer in them
would do that on these roads.

| would like to respectfully suggest that Alternative 8 be taken back off the
elimination list and reconsidered so that the road can cross the Northfolk Southern
Railroad and the south fork of the Bullskin Run on the west side with a safe interchange
for Wheatland Road, a safe interchange for Withers Larue Road, a safe interchange for
Lewisville Road.

And then please negotiate with Virginia and find out how we can get a safe
interconnection at the state line. I've heard, "Oh, we can't do anything because Virginia
won't talk to us." Sooner or later somebody has got to talk. There has to be a way.

Also, the other Alternatives that go down the existing highway -- right below
Dave Slusher's car lot is a spring that rises underneath the existing road that no one
knew about according to the staff. This spring supplies a large amount of water for the
south fork of the Bullskin Run between 340 and the river. It's already polluted horribly
with the heavy metal rock salt runoff from the truck stop and from the highway itself.
Now let's go disturb that harsh topography and probably eliminate that spring altogether.

| thank you kindly for your time.
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MODERATOR:  Thank you, sir. I'm going to turn it back over to Greg
Bailey, but | do want to reiterate how important it is that we hear from you, either
verbally here or in written comments outside. Any questions that may have been
sparked by this evening's hearing; we're certainly available out here afterward. It's real
important to us, it may surprise some of you, but it is important to us and we're happy
that you all came and we were happy to listen.

With that I'll turn it over to Greg Bailey.

MR. BAILEY: The first thing | need to ask is is there anyone else at this
time that wishes to comment publicly? Okay.

MR. MORGAN: My name is Rusty Morgan. | live at Rippon Lodge Farm.
It's the farm that is being bypassed by -- | guess it's 10A and 10B, and we're grateful for
that. We're grateful that the road is not presently designed to go through our property.
It's very precious to us.

| really -- what | want to do is keep my comments really short. | want to
support my neighbors. | think the two routes to the west of us, across the railroad
tracks, are completely impractical. They would harm my farm. They wouldn't take
farmland from me, but as far as noise and the view, it would be a miserable thing. But
I'm not going to stand here and argue about those things, but | do think what it does to
the Allens next-door to me, and that was once part of Rippon Lodge Farm, to destroy
what they have left is just wrong.

To go to more expensive routes and to create a road that has those curves in
it | think, again, like Lyn Widmyer said, the intersections of the local roads become very
dangerous when they're associated with railroad tracks. So | just think that those two

routes really ought to be eliminated. Thank you very much.
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MR. BAILEY: Thank you.

MR. BRUST: My name is Michael Brust and I live at 201 Ryans Glen
Drive; the subject of some discussion this evening. I'm not up here to do anything other
than let the folks that have lived here all their lives -- me, I've lived in West Virginia since
2001 --  moved from Ranson. We needed a bigger home for my family. | was
absolutely assured from the beginning of the process from the date that | closed until
last September that nothing was ever going to be done to disturb the property which |
purchased.

I'll be the first one to admit that | overpaid for my home and | have felt the
effects of the economy and the problems just as much as anyone else. | want to assure
everyone that's been here living here all their lives it was never our intention to come in
and cause a problem. We never even knew this was going to happen. My preference
would be that no one would lose their home. Unfortunately, I think we all know that at
some point, maybe even 50 years down the road at the pace that I've heard about this
evening, someone will lose their home.

| have another subject I'd like to discuss. Regardless of who loses their home,
if the State of West Virginia, in their infinite wisdom that will not pay off any unpaid
balance of a home that they take that they deem at their own personal fair market value
-- that's the big concern for a lot of us that live in Ryans Glen. | know for me personally,
and my family who lives with me, if you buy-out my home for the purchase price I'll be
glad to go. I'm not looking to make a penny. I'll even take a little bit of a loss, but | can't
afford to do anything else.

So | have to try something and this is the whole reason that we objected to

Alternatives 4, 4A, 4B and 4C now. Really, you know, at this point I'm exhausted and
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you guys have dealt with this for far longer than | have. Our community is a little bit at
odds with what's going on so it's not just us within our own community, but we just don't
want to seem like the bad guys. | hope everyone here understands that. Obviously the
best solution is one where nobody loses anything.

There's a lot more that | could say, but there's just not enough time. | wish us
all the very best. Thank you.

MR. BAILEY: Sir, could you restate your name? | don't think we got that.
I'm sorry.

MR. BRUST: Unfortunately, I've been one of the ones that's been in the
paper. It's Michael Brust, B-r-u-s-t, 201 Ryans Glen Drive. Thank you.

MR. BAILEY: Thank you.

MR. LOGAN: Good evening. My name is Jeff Logan. I, too, am a
resident of the Ryans Glen community; 344 Ryans Glen Drive.

| just really want to focus on two main points here. One is disclosure and two
is addressing some of the Alternatives. For the Department of Highways, in regards to
the disclosure issue | really would like for you guys to disclose how you go about the
comment process. How do you read these, what's the methodology used to process
the comments? Is there some sort of exact science behind it or do you just collect it
and it goes to the wayside? | think that needs to be disclosed; the methodology you use
to track those comments and citizen opinions.

Second, I'd like to have the Department of Highways -- officially ask them to
disclose the detailed maps of these plans. They're out there. These other drawings are

really pretty, but they don't show anything. | know you guys have detailed maps of
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which homes would actually be affected and would just like you guys in the next week
or two to officially release those to the public beyond the County Commission.

And regarding the Alternatives; | feel for the Allen family. 1 think that's an
unfair solution and the community of Ryans Glen doesn't advocate moving the route to
save us while impacting others. That's not what we stand for.

But to the point of doing something that's sensible; straight, narrow,
inexpensive, | agree with that. There are Alternatives 1, 3 and 5 that have been
removed previously for decisions that were decided upon before the landscape changed
with Ryans Glen and other houses. | ask the Department of Highways to open up those
Alternatives again since they are direct routes and probably inexpensive routes.

Thank you.

MR. BAILEY: Thank you. Is there anyone else who wishes to speak? If
not, let the record show that no further public comments are to be offered. We want to
thank you for attending the hearing tonight. The hearing portion of this meeting is now
adjourned and you all are free if you wish to go back outside here and speak with our
staff and give any written comments.

Again, on behalf of Secretary Mattox, we really appreciate your time and
efforts. Thank you.

(Public hearing concluded.)
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REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,

COUNTY OF JEFFERSON, to wit:

I, Sherry M. Lawson, Certified Court Reporter and Notary Public in and for the
State of West Virginia, duly commissioned and qualified, do hereby certify that the
foregoing proceedings were taken and transcribed by me at the time and place and for
the purpose specified in the caption hereof.

| do further certify that the said proceedings were correctly taken by me via voice
writing and that the same was accurately reduced in full to computer transcription to the
best of my skill and ability.

| do further certify that | am neither attorney or counsel for, nor related to or
employed by any parties to the action in which these proceedings were taken; and
furthermore, that | am not a relative or employee of any attorney or counsel employed

by the parties hereto, or financially interested in the action.

Given under my hand this the 25th day of June, 2013.

My commission expires November 9, 2021.

Certified Court Reporter/Notary Public
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Wayside Farm DR

P.O. Box 40 NS )
Rippon, WV 25441 JUN TG 2017

M. Gregory Bailey, PE Gies .. SION
Director, Engineering Division i &

West Virginia Division of Highways

State Capitol Complex, Building 5

1900 Kanawha Boulevard East

Charleston, WV 25305-0430

Dear Mr. Bailey;
My comments deal with State Project U-219-340-0.00(02).

I am the owner of Wayside Farm, an historic property located on the Myerstown-Rippon
Road. I commented previously (October, 2, 2012) on the alternate routes for the
“improvement” of US340 as presented at your Informational Public Workshop on
September 24, 2012.

At the workshop on June 3, 2013, 4 new or modified alternates were presented. Three of
these, Alternates 10A , 10B, and 11 have many similarities to alternatives that were
eliminated following the July 2002 workshop. They suffer from many of the same
deficiencies as the earlier alternatives. 10A or 10B would entail excessive costs of up to
twenty-nine million dollars more than other alternatives. This would be a tragic waste of
taxpayer dollars and probably would not withstand informed public scrutiny.

The entire Ryan’s Glen development could be moved and rebuilt for less than that.

Alternate 11 would cause the wastage of agricultural acreage in excess of the land
needed for right-of-way. Specifically, crossing the Adam’s farm adjacent to the
Myerstown Road would sever the farm from an important source of water for their beef
cattle. They would lose access to the spring-fed pond situated at the bend in Myerstown
Road and several acres of crop and pasture. That pasture is subject to periodic flooding
and would require added costs for flood control. It would seriously intrude into the
Kabletown Rural Historic District and despoil the view from the Rippon area over the
as yet unspoiled farmland.

My preference remains with the Alternate 4A which if combined with the southern
portion of Alternate 4C would avoid Ryan’s Glen.

Yours Truly,

y. S S5k

James Keel, DVM
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Your opinions about this project are important to us. Please use the space below to include your comments or
questions. If you need additional space, please take another sheet or you may include your own letter.

Your comments or questions for the project team:
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Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”
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http://go.wv.gov/idotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”




As a resident of CITY, STATE, | stand with the community of Rippon, WV and share théigs i
the US 340 Expansion Project located south of Charles Town, WV.

| have great concern, as a Federal taxpayer and as an informed citizen, about the situation surroundm§g
the US 340 Expansion project near Charles Town, WV, [ have iearned through a variety of sources that
the WV Department of Highways {(WVDOH) plans to use State and Federal tax dollars to expand route
US 340 near the WV/VA border. While | agree that expansion of this road will ultimately be good for the
tri-state area, | was extremely bothered to learn that State and Federal tax dollars may be used to
purchase and destroy many businesses and/or newly built homes along the planned route; this is clearly
evident with proposed alternatives 4, 4A,4B, and 4C. After careful review of the provided documents
and proposed alternatives, | encourage the WVDOH to eliminate alternatives 4, 4A,4B, and 4C from the
proposed plan and primarily cansider alternative 11 moving forward.

WYV State Project #: U319-340-0.00 02
Federal Project #: NH-0340({030)

*This submission is part of a campaign to inform the public about issues surrounding the 340 expansion
project. | have given my consent to have this comment submitted on my behalf*

LAST NAME, FIRST CITY, STATE SIGNATURE
Katz  Sonsh Alless o A Stek £ /@,ﬁ”
/ 7
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Certed mail Tt 720128 2210 0003 074 A ¢?

v PO Box 14
Joseph V. Cepelka 131 Myerstown Road

Rippon, WV 25441

June 28, 2013

West Virginia Division of Highways
State Capitol Complex, Building 5
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, WV 25305-0430

RE: US 340 Four-Lane Improvement Study: Virginia line to Charles Town Bypass
To Whom It May Concem:

i am writing this letter to request that the Altemate 11 Centerline Route for the US 340 Four Lane
Improvement be considered as the final route. To me and my family, this would be the best route to
consider because it will not displace and place burden on as many residential families as any of the
Alternate 4 routes would. | am aware that this route would take some rural fammland but so does every
other option that has been given. Also, every one of the alternate 4 routes looks to run directly over
sinkhole #1 which is marked on the map dated February 11, 2013,

If any of the Alternate 4 routes were to be chosen, | would hope that they could be aligned so as not to
take my families home and buitdings. Our property is all that is left of our families' original farm dating
back over 200 years. We built our dream home on this property for that reason and were also advised
that we would never have to worry about 340 being directed through it

Which ever route is chosen, | wish the decision would be made soon so that residents like my self
| aren't burdened and stressed with what the outcome of their property will be. Every one of us
landowners are in limbo and unable to do anything with our properties until this decision is made.

If you have any questions or would like further explanation, please feel free to contact me. | can be
reached on my cell phone at 304-270-8252 or e-mail at jcepelka@frontiernet.net. Thank you for the
opportunity to offer my suggestion.

Sincerely,

i F

Joseph V. Cepelka
Resident and Land Owner

rW]ED

JuL -3 2013

Wwv Dept :f Transoortation
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July 5, 2013

Dear Mr. Bailey and Colleagues

I am writing in regards to WV state project U319-340-0.00 02 and
Federal Project U319-340-0.00 02, the expansion of route 340,

My husband and I purchased our home in Ryan's Glen less than two
years ago and our lives were almost immediately thrown into limbo with
the announcement of the 340 expansion and its potential fo run
directly through our property or neighborhood.

We are a young couple, newly married. We were looking forward to
having children but are no longer financially secure enough given the
current situation to do so. Our family is on hold.

T am also a veterinarian and had been looking forward to opening my
own practice and boarding kennel to serve our community and provide
jobs for our neighbors. I cannot pursue this dream until T have a
reliable financial investment in my home and property. My career is on
held.

Furthermore, I am not even able to sell my home and move to start my
family and my business as my home is worthless until a decision is made.
My family and my career are indefinitely on hold.

I realize that a road is going to be built and that in many ways that will
enhance our area in the future. However, I ask that you please be
mindful of the lives you are affecting at the present time. Given the
significant negative impact of alternative 4 (4, 4A, 4B, 4C) to both
homeowners and business as outlined in the impact studies, I urge you



to eliminate these options as we move forward. These routes
unnecessarily destroy homes, properties and lives that could otherwise
be avoided. Our community at Ryan's Glen stands firmly behind
alternative 11 or a variant of this route in order to minimize damage to
Rippon's residences and businesses.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Adrianne Doeéring Curtis and Mark Curtis



Public Workshop and Hearing
Monday, June 3, 2013

COMMENT SHEET - Please return on or before Wednesday, July 3, 2013

Contact Information [Please Print]

Name:E((“ Z\mro\ ¥ MG ~G cw‘e:{" ‘/:/—“a N’A S
Ma_il'ing Address (including Zip Code): ():-) D ch'}( :3 {';\
/?:q?\'th' Lo A A syy\
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Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”
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Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”
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Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment



June 24, 2013

Mr. Gregory Bailey, PE JUL 01 2013
Director, Engineering Division ENGINEERING DIVISION
West Virginia Division of Highways WV DOH

State Capitol Complex, Building 5

1900 Kanawha Boulevard East

Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0430
Dear Mr. Bailey,
Subject: State ProjectU-219-340-0.00(02)

I was impressed by the fact that after hearing the testimony on the above State Project on
June 3, 2013 that you or one of the other top officials approached me with a question
about the separation of my cattle from their water supply, which is a wet weather pond. I
have seen as much as 2-3 acres adjacent to the pond flooded from torrential downpours.

On another note, the loss of productive agriculture land over a ten year period would
result in the loss of income of a considerable amount. This land cannot be replaced, if it
could be, the cost would be astronomical. Houses can be moved or replaced, people can
relocate but the loss of income producing land is gone forever.

On the personal side, I am 85 years of age, a Korean War vet, and I have resided on the
farm for 82 years. My son and I farm 300 acres, which is the major source of income for
our two families.

Alternate 11 would cause loss of agriculture land in excess of land needed for the project.
I urge you to consider alternate 4A and the southern segment of alternate 4C as the
solution to the completion of the project.

Yours Truly,

Franklin W. Adams

PO Box 99

380 Myerstown Rd
Rippon WV 25441-0099




Jefferson County, West Virginia JR]E@E@W
Departments of Planning and Zoning '
116 East Washington Street, 2" Floor JUL 05 2013
Charles Town, WV 25414

ENGINEERING DiViSION

www.jeffersoncountywv.org/government/departments/planning-and-zoning-department.tt pU”

Email: planningdepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org Phone: (304) 728-3228
Email: zoning@jeffersoncountywv.org Fax: (304) 728-8126
July 2, 2013

Mr. Gregory Bailey, PE

Director, Engineering Division
West Virgnia Division of Highways
State Capitol Complex, Building 5
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, WV 25305-0430

Mr. Bailey,

Enclosed is a letter addressed to the Jefferson County Planning Department in support of State Project:
U319-340-0.00 02/Federal Project: NH-0340(030) US 340 Improvement Study. We are forwarding the
letter to you per the request of the Jefferson County Development Authority.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the proposed US 340 South widening project.

Sincerely,

—

'l 4 / -.-} i . P
u./L .1(6.5;')‘1({/ { - '1}{.‘7 Can {L:.«_
Alexandra Beaulieu, Planning Clerk
Jefferson County Departments of Planning and Zoning
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PO BOX 237
CHARLES TOWN
WYV 25414

304.728.3255
304.725.3133 fax

www.JCDA .net

April 2, 2013

Ms. Jennifer Brockman

Jefferson County Planning and Zoning Department
PO Box 250

Charles Town, WV 25414

Dear Ms. Brockman,

On behalf of the Jefferson County Development Authority (JCDA), I am writing to
exjpress our strong support for the planned expansion of Rt. 340 Seuth frem two
lanes to four lanes from Charles Town to the Virginia line. We believe that this
road project is a priority for Jefferson County and respectfully request that the
expansion be included as an integral part of the Envision Jefferson 2035
Comprehensive Plan update. This road project is not only extremely important for
the economy here in Jefferson County but also for the safety and quality of life for
our citizens and those visiting the county.

As you know, the Rt. 340 expansion has been included in the WV Department of
Highways (WVDOH) 6-year transportation plan which illustrates that it is a priority
for the State of West Virginia and their limited road construction funding. In
addition, this project has been unfortunately stalled due to housing subdivisions that
were approved in the preferred road expansion alignment which has resulted in
additional costs and delays as WVDOH now must engineer an alternative
alignment. Because of this situation, it is imperative that this project be given the
highest priority as you update the Jefferson County Comprehensive plan to ensure
that it gets back on track without any further delays.

Finally, the JCDA also requests that the Envision Jefferson 2035 update also include
provisions for utility easements along the preferred route as well as any additional
amenities such as a bike path similar to the recently completed path along the new
Route 9. Tt will be much easier and less costly to provide the necessary
infrastructure along the road if utility easements are considered as part your
planning process and factored into the easement acquisition phase of the project.

In closing, T want to thank you and your staff for all of your hard work on the
Envision Jefferson 2035 Comprehensive Plan update. If can be of any further
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

fffj"-\zg T’ff/

John Reisenweber
Executive Director

r_'.{(g Q_)
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Jefferson County, West Virginia

Departments of Planning and Zoning RE(CEW
116 East Washington Street, 2™ Floor
Charles Town, WV 25414 JUL 0 5 2013

www.jeffersoncountywv.org/government/departments/pla nning—and—zoning—degﬁpr!wfy%}g@ DIWSION
OH

Email: planningdepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org Phone: (304) 728-3228
zoning@jeffersoncountywv.org Fax: (304) 728-8126
July 2, 2013

Mr. Gregory Bailey, PE

Director, Engineering Division
West Virginia Division of Highways
State Capitol Complex, Building 5
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, WV 25305-0430

Mr. Bailey,

Enclosed is a paper copy of the letter submitted through your online comments page on behalf of the
Jefferson County Planning Commission on July 2, 2013.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the proposed State Project: U319-340-0.00 02/Federal
Project: NH-0340(030) US 340 Improvement Study.

Sincerely,

g -

."/ ._ . ] ." :F_, |l —
UWxanora. Heaar osrm

Alexandra Beaulieu, Planning Clerk

Jefferson County Departments of Planning and Zoning

Page 1 of 1 é
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Thank You for Your Comments Page 1 o1 1
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west virginia  State Agency Directory | Online Services [Search transportation.wv.gov | (

About Us | Agencies | News | FAQs | Careers

Transportaiion > Highways > Engineering > Commeni on Projects > US 340 Project > Thank You for Your Commants
Comment

Thank You for Your Comments
Thank you for your comments. They are important to us and will be made part of the project record.

WV DOT Privacy Notices | Contact Us | Site Map | Disclaimer
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Privacy, Security and Accessibility | WV.gov | USA.gov | © 2013 Stale of West Virginia
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JEFFERSON COUNTY, West Virginia

Departments of Planning and Zoning
116 East Washington Street, 2™ Floor

Charles Town, WV 25414
Email: planningdepartment@jeffarsoncountywv.org Phone: {304) 728-3228

Emall: zoning@jeffersoncountywy.org Fax: (303) 728-8126

June 13, 2013

Mr. Gregoery Bailey, PE

Director, Engineering Division

Wast Virginia Division of Highways
State Capitol Complex, Buflding &
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, West Virginia 26305-0430

RE: State Project: U319-840-0.00 02/Federal Project: NH-0340{030)
US 340 improvement Study

Dear Mr, Bailey:

At the June 11, 2013 Planning Commission meeting, the Jefferson County Planning
Commission discussed the new alternative alignments for the proposed widening of US 340
South to the Virginia line and would like the following comments entered into the record for the
Public Hearing held June 3, 2013.

The Jefferson County Commission has stated that widening this section of US 340 to four
lanes is & high priority for business development within the County. The Flanning Commission
requests that the decisions related to the final Preferred Alignment and Record of Decision be
made expeditiously to allow future development decisions and current property owners within
the Preferred Alignment to have some certainty as to the future. Further, it is critical that the
design of this four-lane section of road occur in @ manner that ensures that it is a free-flowing
limited access highway with limited potential for future traffic signals. To this end, the Planning
Commission would like the following thoughts considerad as the design is undertaken:

» Please note that If a four-lane road is located in this area, it is likely that the adjoining
land uses will change to a more intense use (such as commercial or industrial uses) and
the DOH should take more intense land uses into consideration when designing the
road,

» in order to provide for a free-flowing corridor that allows traffic {0 move quickly, the
design needs to take into consideration access management principles and be
designed in 2 way to minimize the need for future traffic signals;

= Where possible, provide for a parallel frontage road 1o serve the existing driveways that
front on the road currently, to minimize the number of direct accesses toc a four-lane
road;



From:TAYLOR & HARVEY 304 263 5545 07/02/2013 11:48 #5846 P.004/004
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« Design and consiruct a separated bike path along this route to continue the path
currently along Route 9 for the use of Jefferson County citizens and the many tourists

that visit the County via bicycle {(recommend a minimum of 12 feet from the edge of .

pavement and a paved bike path is a minimum of 10 feet);

» Provide landscaping along the corridor in a way that complements the history and
culture of this area of the County; and

» Design the road in a manner that is sensitive to the significant historic features that are
found in this area of the County.

On behalf of the nine members of the Jefferson County Flanning Commission, these
comments are being submitted as part of the Public Comment being solicited by the West
Virginia Division of Highways.

Sincerely,

Gk €Tl

Paul G. Taylor, President
Jefferson County Planning Commission

CC: Jefferson County Commission



Ripon Lodge Farm
2547 Berryville Pike, PO Box 130
Rippon, WV 25441

June 24, 2013

Mr. Gregory Bailey, PE

Director, Engineering Division

West Virginia Division of Highways
State Capitol Complex, Building 5
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0430

Re: US 340 IMPROVEMENTS

Federal Project NH-0340(030)E

US 340-4 Lane Project

State ProjectU219-340-0.00(0.02)
lefferson County

Virginia State line to Charles Town Bypass

Dear Mr. Bailey:

My wife and 1 live at Ripon Lodge Farm on the West side of the existing Route #340. All 200 acres of our
farm is on the National Register of Historic Places. Qur son owns forty acres attached to us on the south
side, across Withers-Larue Road. We have a large investment in preserving the historic buildings on the
farm, and the fourth generation is now pitching in to help maintain the property. We have been grantad
a Conditional Use Permit from lefferson County to build a farm brewery and a pub to serve the public
with our beer and other praducts produced on the farm. We have been growing special barley crops
and hops for about six years, and have a malting facility completed, which is capable of making 500#
batches every day or so. We are well on cur way to making the farm completely self -sustaining by
controlling what we grow and how we market the produce.

The purpose of all this work is to preserve Ripon Lodge Farm as an example of rural life and farming in
the history of our County. We believe what we are doing is good for our family, but it will also be an
asset for the community.

We are obviously concerned about the effect of the proposed new highway around Rippon. The threat
of harm to our home and enterprise has been going on for nearly forty years, now. My son says his
whole lifel For the last several years our local community has adjusted to what seemed to be a
consensus following the last round of public hearings. Route # 4 made the most sense to build. The
State would need to do seme more environmental studies and we would have to wait for funding.



Now we are considering additional routes because new residents are complaining about decisions that
were made before they moved here. The truth is, the homes in Ryan’s Glen should never have been
built, and, now, the new owners are in a tough spot. No one wants them to be hurt, but the County
needs the road to be built.

Once committed, sticking to “the plan” is usually a good policy. The suggestion of new routes to the
west of the existing highway is totally impractical. The cost would be immense, and the path of the road
would completely destroy my neighbor’s family homes on land that once was part of Ripon Lodge Farm.
They have lived here their whole lives. They deserve to be left alone.

This route would also destroy any atmosphere of rural living on our farm and would make our plans
inoperable, due to the disruption and noise that would surround most of our property. The western
routes would also go right through the center of my son’s forty acres. The proposed bridges, raised cver
the landscape, would finish the devastation. We are crying out for good planning, and sensitivity to the
beauty of our area.

We are also concerned about protecting historic properties on the eastern routes. Certainly, Alternative
11, the furthest east, would not be a good route. It destroys to much valuable farmland and affects
historic homes unnecessarily. Let’s keep the road as far away as possible from the Wayside farm. But,
let’s not chop up the Adams Brother’s productive fields, either.

In conclusion, any of the number four alternatives would be acceptable, but number 4A looks like the
best route to us. It was quite clear at the public meeting last week that there was very little support (if
any) for the western routes.

Thank You for listening to all of us.

American Tree Farm System Mrarnl:;ar
Repectilly yours, Archibald Morgan

PO Box 130

%[( é //é’?ggw@ / Rippon, WV 25441-0130

Mr. and Mrs. A.M.S. Morgan lii

(Rusty & Cricket Morgan)
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Re: Comment on 340 hwy repair.
To whom it may concern,

My name is Ruth Parker and | own and reside at 60 Straithmore Farm Lane, Charles Town, WV 25414, |
want to say that the current 4 series proposals seem to be the best options. Option 10 looks to be way
too expensive and complicated, let alone adding more time and money to an already lengthy endeavor.
Besides, | cannot imagine dealing with the railroad - for two crossings!

| just purchased the property and knew that the road was going to be close depending on which option
was chosen. Of course | would prefer not to have the house taken. The house is an old Federal style
brick home built around 1830 (according to county records). It is a recognized structure in the Bullskin
Run Historic district and depending on which source, it is referred to as the Straithmore Tenant house or
the Straithmore Overseers house. A member of the local historical commission (lohn Allen, the
architectural historian) came to the house and said that it has many of the original features, some not
usually found in as good shape as in this place. It has an unusual false chimney and the interior has the
original doors, banister and railing. The property is apparently eligible for National Historic Registry —
something | hope to pursue in the near future.

My other concern in the wetlands behind the house. | was told that this can be dealt with, but I still
have concerns. It is part of the Bullskin Run watershed. With the past history of pollutants in this creek, |
would think that preservation of undisturbed portions of this watershed would be crucial to decreasing
contamination and restoration of the watershed.

| went to the meeting June 3 at Page Jackson school. Very informative! | liked being able to talk to the
planners and engineers. | felt that the information was good , although | really needed to see more
detailed maps — which | did get to see when asked. Turns out the house is so close on several of the

~ proposals, that at this moment it is still in the air as to whether the house gets taken or not. 1 was told
that it may be possible to put up a berm, wall, or other form of separation from the highway - | am fine
with that. If a slight adjustment can be made so that the house can remain, it would be greatly
appreciated! | still will hate to see the stream area taken —old deed records say there is an community
well there and | would like to find it if possible.

Thank you for your consideration and thanks again for the informative meeting.
Sincerely,

Ruth Parker

O\
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Jane Alten Rutherford
3578 Bakerton Rd
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

June 18, 2013

Mr. Gregory Bailey, PE

Director, Engineering Division

West Virginia Division of Highways
State Capitol Complex, Building 5
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0430

Re: US 340 Improvement Study Meeting Held on lune 3, 2013
Dear Mr. Bailey

| own 223 acres in the Kabletown District, adjacent to Ripon Lodge. My Grandmother, Florence Long
Allen, owned Ripon Lodge in Rippon, WV until her death in 1968. At that time Mr. Bud Morgan
purchased much of the acreage and home at Ripon Lodge. This was due to my Uncle, William Allen, not
being able to pay the large amount of inheritance tax due and then forced to sell. Each of his children
was able to retain +/- 10 acres of land which they built their homes on. My Father, Robert Allen, also
inherited land that was also a part of Ripon Lodge, adjacent to Rusty Morgan’s home, which has no
buildings on it. These acres are known as 53.07 acres-North-Ripon Lodge, Allen; 120.15 acres Ripon
Lodge-Allen; and 50 acres-South-Ripon Lodge-Allen. Copies of the tax receipts are enclosed. 1t is my
understanding that Rusty Morgan, son of Mr. Bud Morgan, was able to have Ripon Lodge added to the
National Register of Histaric Places. It is also my understanding that my cousins who built their home on
Allen Lane are not eligible to have their [and added under Ripon Lodge to the National Register of
Historic Places due to having within the past several years improved the land with their homes. They
would not have built their homes there had they thought US 340 improvement was going through their
land. My land does not have a home or improvements en it so | would think it could be included under
Ripon Lodge as historic. If that is the case then Alternate 10A and 10B should be eliminated. Indications
from previous meetings were that Alternate 4 was the Preferred Alternative.

If some of the main determining factors as to which alternate should be chosen include safety and cost
to the people of WV, Alternate 10A and 10B should be eliminated. The several sharp turns would
endanger drivers and their passengers not to mention the additional cost involved cver Alternate 4. |
don’t want to see anyone lose their home but the folks as Ryan’s Glen should have been told that it was
a good chance that improvements to Rt. 340 could be going through their development. Disclosure
should have been made prior to them purchasing the land and they could make an informed decision.
Michael Brust, of Ryan’s Glen, attended the June 3 meeting and this information was not shared with
him. He advised he didn’t think the Allen Lane homes {Alternate 10A and 108) should be chosen. He
shared that he is extremely upside down in the loan for his home. | didn’t ask him but it appear that he
built his home at peak in Jefferson County and then the economy took a huge hit. It would be beneficial



£

6 //.?/13

to him and probably most of the homeowners in Ryan’s Glen to buy them at out at what they owe on
them if they are upside down. Lou Athey and Dan Ryan should be held accountable along with the
Planning Commission for what they’'ve done to the innocent people of Ryan’s Glen. If Athey, Ryan and
the Planning Commission are not held accountable and don’t right the wrong they’ve committed
financially to Ryan’s Glen folks then looking at the money that would be saved by not choosing Alternate
10A and 10B should be reviewed carefully. Millions of dollars could be saved with the choice of another
alternate.

| hope that a decision can be made quickly. People deserve to be able to get on with their lives.

Thank you for providing me the opportunity to share my opinion with you and the DOH.

szzeﬂ (Aon %@)}///LLZ%?%

Jane Allen Rutherford

Enclosures

Jane Allen Rutherford

Allen'’s Wonderland
3578 Bakerton Road
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425
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August 2016 Workshop/Hearing

Transcript & Comments
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N THE MATTER OF:
THE INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP PUBLIC MEETING/HEARING
U.S. 340 FOUR-LANE IMPROVEMENT STUDY:
VIRGINIA LINE TO CHARLES TOWN BYPASS

MEETING/HEARING held on August 30, 2016, in the
Council Chambers of Charles Town City Hall, 101 East
Vashington Street, Charles Town, West Virginia, at

3:00 p.m.
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5

PROCEEDINGS
MS. JONES: Good evening everyone. We're going
D0 get started right now.

I'm Carrie Jones with the West Virginia

Department of Transportation. Tonight's public hearing is
peing held jointly by the West Virginia Division of

dighways and the Federal Highway Administration. On
behalf of these two agencies, we would like to welcome you
this evening.

This evening's proceedings are being recorded by
the stenographer, and the transcript will become part of
the official project record. For those of you who prefer
[0 submit written comments, forms for this purpose are
also available. You can get those in the handout over
here. Comments can be submitted here tonight in writing,
by E-mail, or on our website. Any written comments or
supporting materials submitted during the comment period
will also become part of the project record.

And while we will not be answering questions
during the recorded hearing this evening, after the
hearing, we will have staff here available to answer any

guestions that you have.
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With me tonight is Alison Rogers, the

Environmental Program Manager for the Federal Highway
Administration's West Virginia Division, and Dirar Ahmad,
West Virginia DOH Engineering Divisions, Consultant Review
Section Head.

At this time I'd like to ask any elected

e

fficials speaking tonight to gather to the microphone.

No one has signed up, but if you do wish to speak, we're

[{an)

joing to give you that right first. We will be hearing

from all of you.

And while you're getting ready, if any would like

[0 speak, I'd like to introduce Alison Rogers. Alison?

MS. ROGERS: Thank you, Carrie. Thank you,
Carrie. I'm Alison Rogers with the--I'm the Environmental
Program Manager with the Federal Highway Administration,
West Virginia Division, in Charleston.

Federal Highway Administration, in conjunction

with the DOH, is proposing to improve the existing

[wo-lane highway section of U.S. 340 in Jefferson County
from the state line between Virginia and West Virginia to
the Charles Town bypass in Jefferson County. The proposed
project is needed to improve traffic operations, increase
capacity, eliminate deficiencies and improve safety.

The Federal Highway Administration, along with
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he DOH, is working diligently to ensure the project needs
are met, while minimizing impacts to the environment. We
ire pleased to be part of this effort and look forward to
urther success in advancing the project.

Thank you. And now | will turn the hearing over
0 Dirar Ahmad.

MR. AHMAD: Thank you, Alison. Thank you,
Carrie. Again, my name is Dirar Ahmad, and we thank you
or being here tonight.

The purpose of this public hearing is to provide
an update on the progress of the U.S. 340 Improvement
Study, and to receive formal comments, that is oral or
vritten, on the project.

At the June 3, 2013--that's the last time we were
here--when we had Informational Public Meeting and
Workshop and Hearing, newly developed alternatives or
modification to the original Alternative 4 were presented.
Those were designated as 4C, that's Alternative 4C, 10A,
10B. and 11. Those were the focus of that meeting and
workshop. This workshop tonight will present Preferred
Alternative 4A, as most of you who are here earlier looked
at, and you had very wonderful, very nice questions. And

hope we answered them to your expection. And they will

bresent Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement,
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[da)

—

O\

Q)

<

hort for S.D.E.I.S.
There ever project maps, as you saw earlier at
he meeting today. You are encouraged earlier to look at
hem and examine them. Again, we're available to provide
rou with any answers. Again, | hope we answered your
juestions. These maps will still be available after the
neeting if you wish to look at them and examine them
1gain. And if another question come up that, you know,
rou thought of it during this, that will be more than
happy available to answer these questions or comments. A
comment sheet--1 explained to several of you--is available
for you at the end of your handout, that you are
encouraged to fill. We value your opinions. We want to
hear from you, that's why we are here. Please feel free
[0 provide these comments to us, either orally, or,
during, you know, go to our website, which is
Iwvww.transportation--the word "transportation”--.WV.gov.
Under public comments, engineering projects, and this
broject is U.S. 340. All of these comments will become
part of the official record and the project record.
Comments on the project are due September 30,
2016. Following the close of the comment period, the
project team will address comments in the Final

Environmental Impact Statement, again short F.E.I.S.,

Realtime Reporters, LLC
schedulerealtime@gmail.com 304-344-8463




© 00 N o o B~ WON PP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A WO N PFP O © 0 N O 00 W N P O

The Informational Worskshop Public Meeting v

U.S. 340 FOUR-LANE IMPROVEMENT STUDY

August 30, 2016

Q)

D

[da)

[da)

o

o

long with a selected Alternative. Following the receipt

f public and agency comments on the F.E.1.S., during the
30-day period comment, a R.O.D. will be issued. That's

short for Record of Decision. And that will basically

ronclude and complete what we call the NEPA process, which
itands for National Environmental Policy Act. The final

lesign of the selected alternative will be developed by a
lesign build team.

If you have a question, some of you asked about
what design build mean, we answer them. If you still have
guestions, we are--you are not clear, we'll be more than
happy to answer them after the testimonies.

Our purpose tonight is to listen to your comments
and place them in this official record. All of the
nformation you provide is important, but questions from
the floor will not be answered directly during testimony.
However, any questions you ask during your testimony when
you stand at the microphone will become part of the
pfficial record. But if you are not on the microphone and
you ask question, that will not become part of the record.
You may also talk individually to me or our staff who are
available here after. But please remember, only written
comments and testimony will become part of the official

record.
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| now turn the hearing over to Carrie who has a
few instructions to you in that--for the purpose of giving
our testimony. Thank you.

MS. JONES: I'd like to remind everyone, that we
re recording this hearing, and also the City of Charles
own is recording this on their website. So when offering
our testimony, please speak directly into the microphone.
nd we also need you to provide your full name, and also
have been requested to spell it for the stenographer.
Offer your address, and any organization you may
represent, before giving your testimony.

We'll call people to testify in the order in
which they have signed up in front. Please come to the
microphone when your name is called.

To provide an equal opportunity for everyone to
speak, we have allotted each person only five minutes, and
will use a traffic signal to keep things on schedule. You
can see the traffic signal over here. We're the DOH. You
have to do that.

After coming to the microphone, a green light
will indicate that you may start, the yellow light will
ndicate that you have one minute left, and the red light,
pof course, will indicate that your time is over. At that

lime, please yield the microphone immediately when you see
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Q)

= 0O

he red light.

Now we'd like to call the first public official

0 the microphone. Are there any public officials that
ire wanting to speak tonight?

(No response)

All right. If not, you have had your chance
here. We will move on to the first person that is
pffering the testimony this evening, would be Debbie
Vilson. Please remember, speak into the microphone, full
name, spell it, your address, and any organization.

MS. WILSON: I'm Debbie Wilson, D-E-B-B-I-E,
Wilson. I'm a resident of the Ryan's Glen Development.
The development that's being very badly affected by
Alternative 4A.

| just want to give you a brief history of what's
happened, because I'm sure most of you will be thinking
about something different if you understood what happened.

The Ryan's Glen Development was approved by the
Jefferson County Planning Commission in 2003. | have
heard the audiotape of the public hearing at which two
community leaders mentioned: What are you doing? You're
butting a home development in the path of the highway?
Their comments were ignored. The development was

approved. The Planning Director at that time later went
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[{an)

O

0 work for the builder of the Ryan's Glen Development as
1 consultant. That makes me wonder a little bit.

Fast forward to 2012, a hearing was held by the
Vest Virginia Department of Highways, and none of the
esidents of Ryan's Glen were notified in writing about
hat hearing. The only sign was a flashing light on the
lighway that you wouldn't see unless you slowed down and
jot hit. John Massie told our H.O.A. President about it,
r that hearing would have taken place without any
resident being present. Whatever happened to legal
notice?

Okay, and now | just want to tell you personally,
and beg for a little bit of help here. When we moved to
Ryan's Glen, my husband and | were recently married. He
had already been diagnosed with a life-threatening
liness, and we hoped to live in a peaceful environment,
and for a long time, | did a three-hour one-way commute to
make that possible.

When we bought, we were assured by Dan Ryan
Builders, and by Lou Athey, that the property up front
were where the three homes now are facing destruction
wveren't even going to be developed, with the remainder
len-acre lot, as well as the lot behind us.

Nothing was said to us about the possibility of a
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oad. Nothing turned up on the Google searches that
ither me or our neighbors conducted at that time. And as
A result of this situation, my husband's illness that had
peen in remission, after this came to light, and | believe
lue to the stress, resurfaced. So, for us, it is matter

of life and death, in my opinion.

But what about everybody else? From the point
orward that that became public knowledge, people could
10t refinance. They could not sell their homes at a
reasonable price.

Our Government has a duty to protect the citizens
which pay its salaries. In this case, the County of
Jefferson allowed our development to be approved in the
path of Route 340, and now they are asking the residents
of our development to pay the price for their lack of
blanning.

There are three young families at the mouth of

pur development that moved in, and only six months later
were told that the highway department wanted to take their
homes. Can you imagine how they feel? If you have read
the comments from 2013, one family had to put off
having--beginning their family and starting a business due
[0 the instability of this financial mess has imposed upon

them. Another young family moved in. They have been
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here for four years. They have put down roots. And now
hey are going to have to move, with their young children,
[ this is allowed to stand.

Some people have said: Oh, well, they are
villing to have their property taken. No, they are not.
hey are willing if they were compensated fairly, but fair
narket value won't cut it, because many of these people
re under water, and if they are forced out of their
1omes, through no fault of their own, many of them can be
forced into bankruptcy.

Now what about the rest of people that aren't
going to lose their homes? There's one resident that felt
that, you know, that they would have liked to have had the
choice to know about this road before buying. Their home
S now going to be noisy.

All right. One more thing. We went and asked
the for tax relief before the Jefferson County Commission.
ODne commissioner wanted to give it to us because of what
happened. It was denied. So, they failed to protect the
residents of Ryan's Glen, and then they refused to give
them tax relief.
All I can say as | stand here right now--l am a
city employee. In June this City passed the Golden Rule

as its motto. And those of us that work here try to make

Realtime Reporters, LLC
schedulerealtime@gmail.com 304-344-8463

11



© 00 N o o B~ WON PP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A WO N PFP O © 0 N O 00 W N P O

The Informational Worskshop Public Meeting v

U.S. 340 FOUR-LANE IMPROVEMENT STUDY

August 30, 2016

—*

Q)

—

hat a reality in the way that we treat others. I'm

sking all of you to consider if what has been done to the
esidents of Ryan's Glen is fair? Is this how you would

ke to be treated? Many of my neighbors have gone home
pecause they don't think that anyone cares. And so my
juestion to you is: Could you please move the road away
rom our development? Failing that, give the people who
leserve it really what they deserve. I'm asking one

hing: Does anyone care about Ryan's Glen? Thank you.
MS. JONES: Next we would like to call Allen
Wilson?

MR. WILSON: Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.
My name is Allen Wilson. Ryan's Glen. It seems that the
decision's apparent.

The protagonist, | guess in this whole thing, is

the builder. Since we're being taped, | won't go on

record to say who he is, but everyone basically knows.
From a disclosure perspective, or lack of
disclosure, had we known this major impact, we probably
wouldn't have bought the two acres of land we did.
Fortunately for Erin and I, aka Debbie Wilson, we won't be
as badly impacted as some of our neighbors.

What I'd like to ask, or the perspective that you

should have, is now that we're going to be impacted, |
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hink we ought to consider, or you ought to consider
poking at what they do in Loudoun County, in Ashburn
-arms and places like that, when they combined retail,
ndustrial, and residential, and how they put up barriers
and landscaping to make it look nice, and not just have a
our-line, with dirt and grass that usually gets mowed
)nce a summer, next to the development.

So we should have a noise barrier to minimize the
mpact of any residents that are left here.

That's all | have to say. Thank you.

MS. JONES: Next to the microphone, Nance
Briscoe?

MS. BRISCOE: Good evening, I'm Nance Briscoe. |
ive in Cloverdale Heights, just ahead of Ryan's Glen down
the road.

| would like to say, prior to purchasing my home
n Cloverdale Heights, Marcus Enterprises, with Charlie
Marcus and Terry Marcus, stated to my husband and I: Are
you sure you want to buy the house on this particular lot?
They are going to put in a four-line highway.

We asked if someone could please get a surveyor
put there. They got ahold of Shepp over at Appalachia
Survey, | believe, and he came out with orange paint, and

he painted the property lines. He painted an easement.
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—

1e painted a fence line. He painted where the berm was.
1e painted a 10 or 12-foot easement of the road. He
painted where the two roads were going to be. The center
ne. And said: This is where the road is going to be.
We bought our home. One, because we liked the

pt. Two, we liked Jefferson County. Three, we really
ked the people that we had met here. They are honest,
hey are straight forward, they disclosed information to
Is that they didn't have to. They also said it was a
proposed four-lane highway that would be 45 miles an hour
from the center of Shepherdstown out to Berryville, West
Virginia. This is 1984, 1987.

In 2001 the proposed four-lane highway from Roper
North Fork where Cloverdale stops at the Mickey Farm, out
[0 Berryville, is the proposed road where no disclosure
was provided. | have tried through the Eastern Panhandle
Organization of Homeowners Associations after | learned
about Ryan's Glen and other homes. Disclosure is a
baramount activity in the state of West Virginia, not just
material disclosure.

| would encourage the Department of Highways,
Department of Transportation, the environmental impact
people, the historical people that bring property into the
National Registry, work with the legislative body and try
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[{an)

-

(@)

[da)

he best you can for disclosure in West Virginia. Because
rou provided a proposed road in 1984-87 doesn't mean it is
joing to stop at Roper North Fork. It is going to
rontinue until you get to the Virginia state line.
{omeowners don't know this.
Yes, the Planning Commission approved that
property because they didn't have anything firm in writing
igned. | saw your timeline tonight. And | mentioned to
several of you: It shouldn't be 2012. It should have
peen 1996. Because that's when Roper North Fork to
Berryville had the proposal put in place. Ryan's Glen was
approved 2003. 2008, they received the rights by deed of
their common area. They also received, a few years later,
A surprise, they are going to lose those brand new homes.

It is not your fault, folks. Itis the fault of
West Virginia not having full disclosure of even proposed
roads. | encourage you all to work with the Legislature.
You're high enough on that ladder to do that.

| thank you for your time, and | thank you again
for another workshop, another set of beautifully printed
maps, and | do wish you would do this again when you start
the roads. Thank you.

MS. JONES: Next would be--be called is Betsy
Bainbridge?
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—

= Q)

—

MS. BAINBRIDGE: Good evening. I'm Lysbeth
Bainbridge, L-Y-S-B-E-T-H, B-A-I-N-bridge. | represent
he Mayor and the Town Council of the Corporation of
darpers Ferry.
Harpers Ferry has no opposition to the proposed
mprovements under consideration as long as the residents
and property owners of Rippon, West Virginia are satisfied
vith the plan, that the plan will not adversely affect
heir quality of life, and the value of their real
property. Indeed, we applaud the West Virginia Department
pf Highways and the Hagerstown-Eastern Panhandle
Metropolitan Organization for your steadfast efforts to
consider all reasonable solutions to improving the traffic
and safety problems that affect the economic vitality,
safety and well-being of everyone who lives in, works in,
pr travels to the pan--Eastern Panhandle.
Those of us who live in Harpers Ferry are proud
[o live in the eastern gateway to our state, and equally
proud of the increased stature that West Virginia has as
ts destination for outdoor recreation and historic
fourism. Harpers Ferry has been an eager participant of
this growth.

We note with interest the U.S. 340 East Corridor

Study, nine miles between Charles Town and Harpers Ferry,
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[\ Y

—*

—

he traffic difficulties in this part of the county have
peen included as part of the gateway enhancement efforts
iince 2004.
We also note that improvements to Route 340 in
he Harpers Ferry area are also part of the envisioned
’035 Improvement plan for Jefferson County. Addressing
he congestion and safety of 340 east is becoming a
ressing need, and we urge you to tackle those problems at
he Harpers Ferry end of 340, as well as those
surrounding.

Those of us who live in Harpers Ferry have
earned not to run our errands on summer weekends. We
encourage our guests to leave early on Sunday, or stay
pver until Monday. We plan for hours of stalled traffic
and simmering vehicles. Entering or exiting 340 at
Shenandoah Street, Union Street and Washington Street
during commuting hours and on summer and on weekends is
extremely dangerous. We are also aware, as you must be
aware, that the future economic vitality of this area is
dependent upon the ease and safety with which commuters,
ong-haul truckers, and tourists can move into and out of
the eastern part of the county.

We understand that the major bottle neck which

thwarts efforts to improve vehicle transportation on Route
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hY

Q)

Q)

o

Q)

340 east to and from the metropolitan areas of Baltimore

and Washington is in fact a problem that must be
ddressed, not only by WVDOH, but also by those
lepartments in Maryland and Virginia, and by the Federal
sovernment.

The short distance between the Shenandoah River
nd the Potomac River funnels traffic from four lanes to
wo lanes, to and from Maryland, through Virginia, along
rederal Government lands and into and out of West
Virginia, one vehicle at a time, at a trickle that will

defeat the quality of road improvements at either end.

So why, you may ask, do we appeal to you this
evening? It is very simple. You have demonstrated that
you can get things done. We hope that you move forward
fowards solutions to traffic and safety problems in

Rippon. And soon we hope on the stretch of the road
petween Charles Town and Harpers Ferry. We encourage you
[o consider the whole picture of 340. We hope you will
nsist that the stretch of road that includes Shenandoah
and the Potomac River bridges on 340 must be part of the
regional effort to improve the safety and ease of travel

for those who live in the Eastern Panhandle, and those who
wish to visit our beautiful and historically important

sites.
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That said, tell us what we can do to help you.
MS. JONES: Next to speak is Karen
Bailey-Chapman.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: She's not here.
MS. JONES: She's not here? Next to speak is

Joseph Cepelka? And please make sure to spell and say

hat name for us, because | don't think | did that
orrectly.

MR. CEPELKA: I'm Joseph Cepelka, C-E-P-E-L-K-A.
live in Myerstown Road, 131. | know that this project
does not satisfy everybody's needs, and | think of the
four that you have got out here, the 4A is probably, in my
ppinion, the best that there is on the table right now.

And hopefully you can modify it to help some people that
are going to be displaced. Butin my opinion, it is the
pest that we have to offer at this time. Thank you.

MS. JONES: Next to speak is Cheryl McConnell.

MS. MCCONNELL: Good evening. My name is Cheryl,
C-H-E-R-Y-L, last name McConnell, M-C-C-O-N-N-E-L-L. | am
A current resident of Ryan's Glen. In fact, we were--my
husband and | were the first to build there. | am the
current President of the H.O.A..

That being said, | think that our entire

neighborhood is being hurt by this. We're a small group.
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Ve all bought there thinking that, you know, this was kind
f a dream for some of us. It was, you know, a post
hildren leaving the nest. But in retrospect, had we been
jiven the proper information, none of us would have bought
here. It would have not happened, and you would not be
n the situation that you find yourself in today.

| would ask that going forward that there be a
lisclosure, honesty, because nobody needs to be in this
position. We have been stuck with this indecision for
three to four years now. And some of these homes haven't
been built that long.

And it is sad to see your neighbors being ripped
apart. Itis a neighborhood. We're small, but we're
still a neighborhood. And I--1 think that the choice with
the one you have chosen is fairly good. | would like to
have seen 4C, because | think it saved more of our
homeowners. But given your input, | know that these
brojects--living with a person who does this for a living,
too, | know that this is a lot of work, and a lot of time,
and a lot of hours, and | appreciate your giving us the
ppportunity to speak about it and to meet again.

In the future, it would have been nice to have
been notified by mail, as they said they were going to do.

think some people in our neighborhood did get notified,
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put not everybody. So, | think that everybody deserves
hat.
And | want to thank you all for spending--taking
rour time and for giving us this opportunity to speak to
'ou. Thank you.
MS. JONES: We have no one else listed on the
ign-in sheet, but does anyone else wish to comment at
his time? Okay, sir, you can come to the microphone, and
LSt please state your name, spell it for us, your
address, and if you're affiliated with any organization?
MR. TABB: My name is David Tabb, T-A-B-B.,
resident, business owner, family man, donator. Done it
all. Even been a pallbearer too many times. We are born
and we die.
This road should have been completed years ago.
This road started in '65. Why are we even here? | have
paid millions in tax dollars, millions, but yet we have
Corridor H.? Beautiful road, but there's eight counties
that produce 80 percent of the wealth in the state. We
subsidized Corridor H.. When do we, the Jefferson
Countians, Jefferson-tonians, get our road? When?

We have had 340 since '65, starting nowhere,
going nowhere, ending nowhere. It's sad. You have spent

millions of dollars--these maps and stuff? | don't even
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1ave a clue how much they cost. The waste of money is
1orrendous. | can account for every dollar that | have
nade or lost. And a pile of it has been spent fighting
he Government. | got three cases right now to the West
/irginia Supreme Court. | have been to the U.S. Supreme
Court nine times. I'm a high school graduate of Jefferson
County. This is sad.

When are you all going to build the road? We
1ave wasted millions. You are going to put peoples--other
property in jeopardy. It should have never been left to
puild.

It is not all your faults, but it has got to end.
We have to get this done. Do you also understand that 340
now is our new HAZMAT alternate route? Anybody tell you
that? We're dumping some of the most toxic, hazardous
materials on Route 340 going through our neighborhoods.
And on top of it, here's an example right here. The stop
ight. Yeah, nine of them on 340 between Charles Town and
Harpers Ferry. What the heck? What are we doing?
Four-lane highway with stop lights on it? Whose bright
dea was that?

| was on the 340 Corridor Commission in Jefferson
County. Over $300,000 was spent. | never got a penny of

t. | volunteered two years of my time. | wrote, |

Realtime Reporters, LLC
schedulerealtime@gmail.com 304-344-8463

22



© 00 N o o B~ WON PP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A WO N PFP O © 0 N O 00 W N P O

The Informational Worskshop Public Meeting v

U.S. 340 FOUR-LANE IMPROVEMENT STUDY

August 30, 2016

Q) [da) Q) o

—*

lesigned, | drew, alternate routes to make 340 whole
1gain. And where did it go? No place. | drew and
submitted to Maryland and Virginia and West Virginia an
lternate way to take care of Harpers Ferry. All you have
0 do is build a bridge overtop of what you have got.
hat's all you have to do. Itis done all over the world.
And it takes care of three letters. It is called E-P-A.
f you build a road overtop of another road, you don't
1ave to meet any other watershed issues.

These things are so simple. | build things, |
fix things, | don't see why everybody else can't. | just
don't have a piece of paper saying | can do it, but | have
got proof of everything that | have done.

Build the road. Thank you.

MS. JONES: Does anyone else wish to comment?

MR. STOLIPHER: Yes, ma'am, Douglas Stolipher.
'm probably out at the south end of the county, and as a
broperty owner, | have been waiting 17, 18 years for this
road to be built, which | knew was coming. And | can't
make any plans for my future, or my family's future on the
farms and everything, until | know where this road is
going. So we need to get this road built and get done
with it, because we have been waiting 16, 17 years for a

road that's supposed to be built a long, long time ago.
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So | know it is going to hurt some families,
know this. Itis going to hurt me. Itis go across
ne a couple times, because it is going to split my
arms in two. But we need to get this road built.
And the traffic coming down 340 now on the
5ide roads, you cannot get out. So we need--30,000
rehicles or so that cross that road every day. We
1eed to get this--we just need to get it done.
MS. JONES: Sir, can you spell your name for
us, please?
MR. STOLIPHER: S-T-O-L-I-P-H-E-R.
MS. JONES: Anyone else wish to speak this
evening? If not, please let the record show that no
further verbal comments were offered this evening.
And we'd like to thank everyone for tonight's hearing.
And this hearing is now adjourned.

(Public hearing adjourned)
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1 STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF JEFFERSON, to wit;

I, Terry C. Hamrick, a Commissioner within and
for the County and State aforesaid, duly commissioned
and qualified, do hereby certify that the attached
transcript of the Public Meeting/Hearing meets the

requirements set forth within article twenty-seven,

o ~N O O K~ W M

chapter forty-seven of the VWest Virginia Code to the

9 best of my ability at the time | submitted the same to
10 Realtime Reporters, LLC, 713 Lee Street, Charleston,
11 West Virginia on September 2, 2016, for production,
12 distribution, and billing. Said transcript was duly

13 taken by me and before me at the time and place and
14 for the purpose specified in the caption hereof.

15 | do further certify that the said transcription

16 consisting of 24 pages was correctly taken by me in
17 stenotypy notes, and that the same were accurately
18 written out in full and reduced to typewriting.

19 My West Virginia Commissioner commission expires:
20 June 7, 2023.

21 Given under my hand this 2nd day of September,

22 2016. s/ Terry C. Hamrick
23 Registered Professional j “( ‘;f: ’ /€
Reporter errj/ i amricN
24 RMR, CRR
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LLC, do hereby certify that the attached
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of the West Virginia Code to the best of my ability.

Given under my hand this 2nd day of September,
2016.
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DATE: 0}/5" f s

Mr. RJ Scites, P.E.

Director, Engineering Division
West Virginia Division of Highways
1334 Smith Street

Charleston, West Virginia 25301

DATE: Tuesday, August 30th
LOCATION: Charles Town City Hall
Council Chambers Room
SUBJECT: INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP PUBLIC MEETING/HEARING
PROJECT:  US 340 Four-Lane Improvement Study: VA Line to Charles Town Bypass
U219-340-0.00
NH-0340(030)E
Jefferson County

COMMENTS DUE BY Tuesday, September 30, 2016
Please consider the following comments:_

oo it :/ /&ufﬁﬂu W/(,,ﬁ%,,é,w_z
ﬁﬁi/ Sﬁ/’ //ﬂ'ﬂz(/f.f,#% Ao /QMML_ /34-4)-'4&-1-4

(Please print the following information)

ADDRESS:_3(77 ﬁﬁﬂ s GHenw CHAR(sT TOW ™ WUV
- 2 7 Yk

ORGANIZATION (IF ANY):

How did you hear about the Informational Workshop Public Meeting?

Project Information and Comment Sheets

Can be found online at our WWDOH Website at http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment.

Under Engineering Projects, Open, and then click US 340.



DATE: 3% \\36\‘ ks

Mr. RJ Scites, P.E.

Director, Engineering Division
West Virginia Division of Highways
1334 Smith Street

Charleston, West Virginia 25301

DATE: Tuesday, August 30th
LOCATION: Charles Town City Hall
Council Chambers Room
SUBJECT: INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP PUBLIC MEETING/HEARING
PROJECT: US 340 Four-Lane Improvement Study: VA Line to Charles Town Bypass
U219-340-0.00
NH-0340(030)E
Jefferson County

COMMENTS DUE BY Tuesday, September 30, 2016

Please consider the following comments:. \ LLivE 1o THE RyAus Gueuw SUR DIVISIOWU.
L Aon VERM mucH 1o SuPPolx OF THE YD \medsiemaut PRoASTT,

| Aon ANNIGUSOY AWATIAG K CEColI> 6 DECSIoR: . NO MATTER W ICH

NYURAATIVE \S CHoserl Auldate A H Lane, Rohs Wil ymegole THe DMETY

Tof. AL . EBCIA WEE!‘\D%J.\ L Sl LEFT ouT of My SUADNG/oal 0 HEM TOWORK

EhCe Yimg ) Wofe \ Am AIOT  WexT B A VEdCLE CAL'Y SEE, FURAL UG 1ATO

NVE KL | Bhave AL 5] aS ARl SRous
eSS, YLERSE MoIE FolwARDS with  TH1S PRoSecT ActRe SsmEou e IS

INSUkeD ol KivleD.
(Please print the following information)

NAME: SOkent YW e Sene Malle

ADDRESS: 32(s ’D\\Ekus tisey | JE

ORGANIZATION (IF ANY):

How did you hear about the Informational Workshop Public Meeting?

Project Information and Comment Sheets

Can be found online at our WWDOH Website at http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment,

Under Engineering Projects, Open, and then click US 340.



pATE. IV i

Mr. RJ Scites, P.E.

Director, Engineering Division
West Virginia Division of Highways
1334 Smith Street

Charleston, West Virginia 25301

DATE: Tuesday, August 30th
LOCATION: Charles Town City Hall
Council Chambers Room
SUBJECT: INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP PUBLIC MEETING/HEARING
PROJECT: US 340 Four-Lane Improvement Study: VA Line to Charles Town Bypass
U219-340-0.00
NH-0340(030)E
Jefferson County

COMMENTS DUE BY Tuesday, September 30, 2016

Please consider the following comments:_

7 e GN

(Please print the following information)

NAME:  AHEL  HEEA
ADDRESS: V9 /AN Lo & ST 2yd

ORGANIZATION (IF ANY):

How did you hear about the Informational Workshop Public Meeting?

Project Information and Comment Sheets

Can be found online at our WVDOH Website at http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment.

Under Engineering Projects, Open, and then click US 340.
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Mr. RJ Scites, P.E.

Director, Engineering Division
West Virginia Division of Highways
1334 Smith Street

Charleston, West Virginia 25301

DATE: Tuesday, August 30th
LOCATION: Charles Town City Hall
Council Chambers Room
SUBJECT: INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP PUBLIC MEETING/HEARING
PROJECT: US 340 Four-Lane Improvement Study: VA Line to Charles Town Bypass
U219-340-0.00
NH-0340(030)E
Jefferson County

COMMENTS DUE BY Tuesday, September 30, 2016

Please consider the following comments:_
TH)S LoD E0mwsSd4 7.5 LEEDED.

L Tenale Y o AL THE Bes7~ v?og‘fé:' O THMHE B %o Jes 4E6-<T
T 066 WITHN THE YW Ctheé. T woue b Joke To S&i
AoDiTisnsdl Spund> BALLES (TREFS ) BETWSEN THE &
FDAD gD THE [RYPrs &len SuBbrviswon. H D¥ersion)
NEEDSTp REWUDE pn THE pouTE 500K, [Ropee VY Pwrees
WVEED 0 Yrow) Houd THiS wil AFFEET JHE#

(Please print the following information)

NAME: L ZAMLY A cc e

ADDRESS: 236 [Qyans &lenDe CHyelss WW_WJ
25 WY

ORGANIZATION (IF ANY):

How did you hear about the Informational Workshop Public Meeting?

L e TTE

Project Information and Comment Sheets

Can be found online at our WVYDOH Website at http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment.

Under Engineering Projects, Open, and then click US 340.



Ms. Lucy M. Athey

P.0. Box 589 E(@EFW/E

Oriental, NC 28571
September 23, 2016

Mr. RJ Scites, P.E.

Director, Engineering Division
West Virginia Division of Highways
1334 Smith Street

Charleston, West Virginia 25301

In Re: US 340 Four-Lane Improvement Study: VA Line to Charles Town Bypass.
U219-340-0.00
NH-0340(030)E
Jefferson County

Dear Mr. Scites,

Please accept these comments on the US 340 Four-Lane Improvement Study: VA Line to Charles
Town Bypass. Thank you for having a Public Information Session and Public Hearing on August
30, 2016 in Charles Town. Although | couldn’t attend, my representative was in attendance at
that meeting. |also had a representative at the meeting in September 2012 about the same
subject and submitted a letter to Mr. Gregory Bailey regarding the same matter at that time.

I own 9 parcels that are severely impacted by the proposed project. These parcels include:
Parcels 31 and 32 on Map 10A in the Kabletown District (County Green, LLC); Parcels 2.6 and
2.7 on Tax Map 10 in the Kabletown Tax District (340 South, LLC); and, Parcels 23,24,25,28
and 2.9 on Tax Map 10 in the Kabletown Tax District (Lucy M. Athey). These parcels were
developed and approved by the Jefferson County Planning Commission for house construction.
The intent was to market the lots for house construction in order to recou p the costs that were
put into the development of the parcels and the infrastructure that was built.

While | do not have an issue with the acceptance of Alternative 4A (Preferred Route) as the new
four-lane US 340, | do have an issue with damages associated with the process that have
prevented these lots from being developed. This process has essentially stopped all ability to
market the lots for house construction due to the fear that the houses and/or lots would be
adversely affected by the new road. This problem existed during the last iteration of the
Alternatives in 2012, and continues during this new proposal and Impact Study. All of the
proposed Alternative 4 Routes impact the lots in a different way to prevent any knowledge of
decent house construction sites in this development.



Now that Alternative 4A seems to be the route that will be selected, a strange configuration
appears to take some lots, renders others inappropriate for good house and septic location and
isolates two lots that will be served by an under or over pass? It would appear that these
isolated lots that are served by a new road that crosses over to the East side of the new US 340
Four Lane could be purchased, rather than the State bearing the costs to build the proposed
configuration to serve them.

Again, this process has prevented me from selling or building on the lots as they were approved
for house sites by the Planning Commission. Please consider the purchase of these lots in
advance of the normal ROW purchase procedures so that houses aren’t constructed on these
parcels. Such a scenario will save the State a lot of money as you would not have to relocate

additional households.

I am continuing to market these lots for the construction of houses, but would prefer to
negotiate with the State to alleviate additional costs and delays. | continue to pay the highest
rate of taxes on these lots since the Assessor considers these lots as buildable lots. | cannot
continue to pay such high taxes without the ability to sell or build on these approved house

lots.

Please contact me at your earliest convenience in order to discuss ways to solve this dilemma in
both of our best interests.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

Sincerely,

Lu_c,am-o,

Lucy M. Athey



DATE: /’i}z amn

Mr. RJ Scites, P.E.

Director, Engineering Division fﬁl EGCIENY E
West Virginia Division of Highways (v — 7
1334 Smith Street N 28 20
Charleston, West Virginia 25301 L'JU '
cNGINEERING
DATE: Tuesday, August 30th DIVISION

LOCATION: Charles Town City Hall
Council Chambers Room
SUBJECT: INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP PUBLIC MEETING/HEARING
PROJECT: US 340 Four-Lane Improvement Study: VA Line to Charles Town Bypass
U219-340-0.00
NH-0340(030)E
Jefferson County

COMMENTS DUE BY Tuesday, September 30, 2016

Please consider the following comments:_

(C'Mn'\f\"’> A )- 5'-1-"1-\4\1'71 Q\HK‘LLad
/

(Please print the following information)
NAME: m\\(L C\\a{}w«_

ADDRESS:_1505  Bemulle O Ripren

ORGANIZATION (IF ANY):

How did you hear about the Informational Workshop Public Meeting?

Leber 1~ - |

Project Information and Comment Sheets

Can be found online at our WWDOH Website at http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment.

Under Engineering Projects, Open, and then click US 340.



September 25, 2016

Mr. RJ Scites, PE

Director, Engineering Division
West Virginia Division of Highways
1334 Smith Street

Charleston, West Virginia 25301

Re: US 340 Four-Lane Improvements Study: Virginia Line to Charles Town Bypass

Dear Mr. Scites:

My residence is located at 1505 Berryville Pike in Rippon, West Virginia. It is depicted as
property number 121 on your map. Currently, | have three access points onto Route 340 to my
property which runs from Scooter Lane to Earl Ellifritz Road. Immediately south of my property
is Scooter Lane (Rippon Mobile Home Park) which also accesses Route 340. There are ten
total residences which access Scooter Lane and enter on to Route 340. | own six of the
properties which access this lane.

Based on the information provided by WVDOH on August 30, 20186, please find below my
comments and recommendations.

| support the recent 2016 presentation of 4A. It appears as though DOH has taken into account
my request from 2012 and 2013 as the “Y” type intersection is not depicted on property 121.
Below is the excerpt from previous letters which restates that request. | want to include it here
one more time.

“‘Alternative 4A: This alternative proposes and access road to the re-aligned Route 340
which includes a “Y” type intersection with one leg of the intersection northeast of my
property and the other leg southwest of my property with the intersection of the “Y”
directly in front of the main entry into my property. The southern leg of the “Y”
intersection does not appear to follow the existing Route 340 roadway which results in
an additional right-of-way taking on the frontage of my property.

Recommendation: Since | own a majority of the residences on Scooter Lane and
this would not be a heavily used access road, | would recommend that this access
road follow the existing Route 340 roadway with no additional rig ht-of-way taken
for the improvements. | have coordinated with the other residents regarding this
option and have attached their signatures indicating their agreement that this
recommendation is an acceptable alternative to the significant improvements in
this area that are being proposed by WVDOH.”

Additional Thoughts: | wish to request that you BUILD THIS ROAD. | want break the
holding pattern | have been in for over a decade awaiting this decision.



| appreciate your consideration of my comments above and my recommendations. Should you
have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Regards,

N

“Paul Michael Chapman
1505 Berryville Pike
Rippon, WV 25441
(304) 279-6297
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!.‘fPRO'IE."E‘VT It g —_E‘L"—_F?«t Alternate 4A

:STL:D_Y""_E { L TSC L50D 330 .:-_‘._ -

Alternate 4A (Preferred) begins south of the state line between West Virginia and Virginia where the
existing 4-lane US 340 begins to transition to two lanes. Alternate 4A generally follows the existing
roadway for a length of 1.4 miles. The alignment then turns east away from the existing roadway and
crosses CR 21 (Meyerstown Road) on the east side of the community of Rippon, but just to the west of
Alternate 4. Alternate 4A turns north and merges with the existing alignment near Wheatland. The
proposed improvement continues northward along the existing roadway and ends at the multilane divided
segment of US 340 south of Charles Town. The approximate length of Alternate 4A is 4.5 miles.

Alternate 4A has the least number of relocations (residential and business) and requires slightly more right-
of-way than Alternate 4 but requires less right-of-way than Alternate 4B. It impacts 153 acres of historic
property which is the same as Alternate 4 but is less than Alternate 4B. Alternate 4A impacts slightly more
impacts to wetlands and farmlands than alternate 4 but is less than Alternate 4B. Alternate 4A has the
least impacts to stream of the retained alternates. Alternate 4A has a cost of $49,120,000.

US 340 improvement e
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RIPON LODGE FARM \_m e '
2547 Berryville Pike " ENGINEERING
PO Box 130 DIVISION

Rippon, West Virginia 25441

September 26, 2016

Mr. RJ Scites, P.E.

Director, Engineering Division
West Virginia Division of Highways
1334 Smith Street

Charleston, West Virginia 25301

Project: US 340 Four-Lane Improvement Study:
VA Line to Charles Town Bypass
U219-340-0.00
NH-0340(030)E
Jefferson County

Dear Mr. Scites,

Another Public Workshop regarding the upgrading of the existing Rt. 340,
4 +/- miles south of Charles Town & connecting with the Virginia Rt. 340. A small
group of folks attended unlike prior workshops. These folks spoke for all of us who are
actually involved with the Future Impact of the new route. They expressed the feelings
of all of us that the DOH has taken an inordinate amount of time & money to give the
community a “POSSIBLE” decision. We still do not have an absolute decision for the
route; still only the “preferred” route creating more stress & frustration for those who live
in the area.

Our thoughts & feelings have not changed since this process started in 1998.
Numerous letters were written then & after previous work shops in 10/2012 & again in
6/2013.

As you approach the final designs I would hope that you will do your best to
protect & preserve the Historic nature of the Kabletown area. The natural beauty &
historic view sheds of the Blue Ridge Mountains which make our county what it is, as
well as, the farming way of life with it’s peace & integrity so fast disappearing from our
countryside. Also, the Joseph Bell Spring by the mouth of the Wheatland Rd. which,
from your information, is the largest spring in the impact area & produces some 500+
gallons of water a minute, should be considered as a highly important environmental



feature. It has been used by the area for generations & in today’s dire water situations
should be treated as a natural treasure.

Adding bike trails & walking paths to incorporate & share appreciation of this
Natural Beauty of our area, as well as, still provide for the county’s needed infrastructure
progress is an important consideration.

The new road is greatly needed. The traffic has become overwhelming at times &
very dangerous in the small Village of Rippon.

Hopefully there will be a commitment from the DOH soon! We all need to move
on as a community.

Sincerely yours,

- M. I

Mrs. A.M.S. Morgan II1
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DATE: k%,’(j{cm’ﬁ;z; 29 2616

Mr, RJ Scites, P.E.

Director, Engineering Division E @ E v E
West Virginia Division of Highways N
1334 Smith Street UCT 04 2915
Charleston, West Virginia 25301 ) S
ENGIvEERING
DATE: Tuesday, August 30th Ovision

LOCATION: Charles Town City Hall
Council Chambers Room
SUBJECT: INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP PUBLIC MEETING/HEARING
PROJECT: US 340 Four-Lane Improvement Study: VA Line to Charles Town Bypass
U219-340-0.00
NH-0340(030)E
Jefferson County

COMMENTS DUE BY Tuesday, September 30, 2016

Please consider the following comments:
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(Please print the following information) /

WA ﬂ?{fﬁr o e~ ‘
ADDRESS: ('ﬂ O ‘i){_ / Gi';{ L AE S f(c"-\r"r\/\ L.CV\—Q
ORGANIZATION (IF ANY):

How did you hear about the Informational Workshop Public Meeting?

mal |

Project Information and Comment Sheets
Can be found online at our WWDOH Website at http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment.

Under Engineering Projects, Open, and then click US 340.



US 340 Improvement
Jefferson County, WV

WVDOH Response to Comments Received (P = Public; S = Speaker)

Comment | Commenter Comment WVDOH Response
ID Agency/Name
P-1 Allen Wilson Placement of buffer/embankment. Trees, and The clear roadside recovery area for this type of
317 Ryans Glen landscaping to provide noise and site aesthetics | facility is generally 30 feet from the edge of the
8/30/2016 for easement areas. travel lane. To provide a landscape “buffer”
would require additional right of way and result
in additional impacts to adjacent properties. If the
landscape feature was placed within the proposed
right of way, it would need to be protected by
guardrail which, in and of itself, is a roadside
hazard and would not be recommended.
P-2 Jamie and Sam Miller Supports US 340 Improvement project FHWA and WDOH appreciates your support for

336 Ryans Glen Dr
8/30/2016

Awaiting Record of Decision

Concerns of safety at subdivision entrance

the US 340 Improvements project.
A Record of decision (ROD) is anticipated in 2017.

Your concerns regarding safety at the subdivision
entrance to Ryan’s Glen are noted. The proposed
design should alleviate your concerns by utilizing
current, nationally accepted design standards for
highway design and intersection design including
both intersection sight distance and stopping
sight distance.

P-3

Noel Henderson
309 Pellinor La
8/30/2016

Supports Alternate 4A

Thank you for your comment. FHWA and WDOH
appreciates your support for the US 340
Improvements project.
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P-4 Stanley Miller Supports Road Improvements Thank you for your comment. FHWA and WDOH
336 Ryans Glen Dr appreciates your support for the US 340
8/30/2016 Supports Alternate 4A Improvements project and Alternate 4A.
Desires a buffer (trees) between new road and . .
subdivision The clear roadside recovery area for this type of
facility is generally 30 feet from the edge of the
Desires a decision soon. travel lane. To provide a landscape “buffer”
would require additional right of way and result
in additional impacts to adjacent properties. If the
landscape feature was placed within the proposed
right of way, it would need to be protected by
guardrail which, in and of itself, is a roadside
hazard and would not be recommended.
A Record of Decision on the US 340 Improvements
is expected in 2017.
P-5 Lucy M. Athey Owns nine parcels that are severely impacted by | A property owner may request early acquisition
9/23/2016 the project. Approved by JCPC for house by writing the WVDOH:
construction. Eric B. Hudnall, JD
Unable to market lots due to uncertainty over Director - Right of Way Division
the project. Lots are severed, complete takes, West Virginia Division of Highways
and others may be inappropriate for house and | Capital Complex, Bldg 5
septic construction. 1900 Kanawha Blvd. East
Asks the State to consider advance purchase of Charleston, WV 25305
parcels to avoid potential higher costs if homes
are constructed on the lots.
P-6 Paul Michael Chapman Owns parcel 121 as depicted on mapping Thank you for acknowledging that your comments
1505 Berryville Pike available at the 8/30/2016 workshop/hearing. | from 2012 and 2013 have been addressed.
9/26/2016

February 2018
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In support of Alternate 4A and requests that the | FHWA and WDOH appreciates your support for
State move forward with construction. the US 340 Improvements project and Alternate
Included a copy of his 2012 request regarding 4A.
access to the new roadway along with the
signatures indicated.
P-7 AM.S. Morgan, 111 Asks that final design protect and preserve the WVDOH is working with the State Historic

Rippon Lodge Farm
9/26/2016

historic nature of the Kabletown area.

Considers the Joseph Bell Spring to be a highly
important environmental feature and natural
treasure.

Bike trails and walking paths is an important
consideration.

Supports the US 340 Improvements.

Preservation Office (SHPO) on a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) that will address mitigating any
effects that will help preserve the natural setting
of the cultural resources along the proposed
route.

The Joseph Bell Farm Spring is an important
water resource that will be addressed in more
detailed studies in subsequent phases of design.
The WVDOH will make sure that water flow from
the spring is maintained at all times.

Non-motorized forms of transportation (bicycles
and pedestrians) are not a primary consideration
in the design of the US 340 Improvements project.
This is partially due to the 60-mph design speed
(55-mph posted speed limit) and driver
expectation. Vehicle operators are not expecting
to encounter bicycle and pedestrian traffic on this
type of facility. With that said, a 10-foot wide
paved shoulder is proposed adjacent to the
outside through lanes.

FHWA and WDOH appreciates your support for
the US 340 Improvements project and Alternate
4A.

February 2018
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P-8

Ruth Parker
60 Straithmore Farm Lane
9/29/2016

Desires to keep/replace the visual obstruction
to the new highway.

Realignment of Straithmore Farm Lane should
be considerate of adjacent properties.

Property lines shown on the maps should be
corrected - a full survey is needed.

Dave’s auto will be demolished as part of the
proposed US 340 Improvements Alternative 4A.
Clearing and grading will be necessary to provide
for the roadway construction and a clear roadside
area. Trees along the edge of the proposed right-of
way will be left in place to the maximum extent
possible.

Impacts to adjacent properties are a consideration
in the realignment of minor roads intersecting a
major road. In this case, Wheatland Road and
Straithmore Farm Lane will be realigned to
intersect US 340 across from one another at a
location that creates a single median opening
thereby providing full movements from both
roads in a safe manner.

Property lines depicted on the public meeting
displays are captured from GIS information
available from Jefferson County. Actual field
location surveys and property boundaries will be
established by a licensed surveyor prior to the
final design phase and construction.

S-1

Debbie Wilson
Ryan’s Glen

Asked if alignment could be shifted away from
Ryan’s Glen subdivision?

Thank you for your comment. Alternates 44, 4B,
4C, 10A, 10B, and 11 were created as a result of
public input and a desire to reduce impacts to
National Register Historic resources. A great deal
of effort has been expended on developing and
studying these alternates. While minor shifts in
the alignment may be feasible once field location
surveys are obtained by the design team, major
shifts in the alignment are not likely nor practical

February 2018
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due to greater impacts to the Kabletown Rural
Historic District.

Allen Wilson
Ryan’s Glen

Asked for consideration of noise barriers and
landscaping to buffer development from impacts
of new roadway.

Thank you for your comment. Noise is addressed
in Chapter IV, pages IV-55 - IV 68, of the SDEIS.
Based on our study, only two receptors exceeded
the thresholds for Noise Abatement Criteria
(NAC). Noise barriers at these locations were
considered feasible but not reasonable on the
basis of cost.

The clear roadside recovery area for this type of
facility is generally 30 feet from the edge of the
travel lane. To provide a landscape “buffer”
would require additional right of way and result
in additional impacts to adjacent properties. If the
landscape feature was placed within the proposed
right of way, it would need to be protected by
guardrail which, in and of itself, is a roadside
hazard and would not be recommended.

Nance Briscoe

Asked for full disclosure of road planning
activities.

Thank you for your comment. Federal, State, and
Local government agencies must work together
and share information with each other and the
general public. Reliable, accurate information
must be made available. WVDOHs attempts to
contact property owners in the study area is often
times futile due to inaccurate information. Often,
addresses on file are returned as “undeliverable.”
For this reason, notifications are often provided in
multiple forms such as newspapers, websites,
newsletters, and direct mailings.

February 2018
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S-4

Elizabeth Bainbridge

Move forward with solutions to traffic and
safety problems in Rippon as well as other areas
in need along US 340.

Thank you for your comment. FHWA and WDOH
appreciates your support for the US 340
Improvements project and Alternate 4A.

Joseph Cepelka

Supports Alternate 4A.

Consider modifying to avoid homes in Ryan’s
Glen.

Thank you for your comment. FHWA and WDOH
appreciates your support for the US 340
Improvements project and Alternate 4A.

Alternates 4A, 4B, 4C, 104, 10B, and 11 were
created as a result of public input and a desire to
reduce impacts to National Register Historic
resources. A great deal of effort has been
expended on developing and studying these
alternates. While minor shifts in the alignment
may be feasible once field location surveys are
obtained by the design team, major shifts in the
alignment are not likely nor practical due to
greater impacts to the Kabletown Rural Historic
District.

S-6

Cheryl McConnel

Requests for full disclosure moving forward.
Mail notices to all residents of Ryan’s Glen.

Supportive of improvements but would prefer
Alternate 4C.

Thank you for your comment. Federal, State, and
Local government agencies must work together
and share information with each other and the
general public. Reliable, accurate information
must be made available. WVDOHs attempts to
contact property owners in the study area is often
times futile due to inaccurate information. Often,
addresses on file are returned as “undeliverable.”
For this reason, notifications are often provided in
multiple forms such as newspapers, websites,
newsletters, and direct mailings.

February 2018
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FHWA and WDOH appreciates your support for
the US 340 Improvements project. Alternate 4C
was eliminated from consideration due to the high
extent of impacts as described in Chapter III of the
SDEIS.
S-7 David Tabb Wants to see the improvements completed. Thank you for your comment. FHWA and WDOH
appreciates your support for the US 340
Improvements project and Alternate 4A.
S-8 Douglas Stolipher Wants to see the improvements completed. Thank you for your comment. FHWA and WDOH
appreciates your support for the US 340
Improvements project and Alternate 4A.

February 2018
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