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WORKSHOP AND HEARING PURPOSE

The purpose of this Public Workshop and Public Hearing is to provide an update on the progress
of the US 340 Improvement Study and to receive formal comments (oral or written) on the
project. Previously presented Alternates 4, 4A, and 4B along with newly developed Alternates
4C, 10A, 10B, and 11, which were developed based on public comments, are the focus of this
workshop/hearing.

There are project maps on display at the meeting today. You are encouraged to examine them
and discuss the project with members of the study team. A comment sheet is enclosed for you
to provide the project team with your opinions and thoughts on this project. Following the
workshop, the Public Hearing will begin at 8:00 PM. Both written and oral comments will
become part of the official project record.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The WVDOH, in conjunction with the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA), is proposing to
improve the existing two-lane section of US 340
in Jefferson County from 0.5 mile southwest of
the state line between Virginia and West Virginia
to approximately 2 miles north of the community
of Rippon in Jefferson County, West Virginia. The
existing facility within the project area is a two-
lane rural arterial highway with numerous access
points from both residential and commercial
properties. The proposed project is needed to improve traffic operations, increase capacity,
eliminate deficiencies, and improve safety.

Existing Charles Town Bypass Four-Lane Highway

The intent of the project is to extend the existing four-lane facility of the Charles Town Bypass in
Jefferson County, West Virginia to the existing four-lane highway in Virginia. This will result in
constructing a four-lane divided highway around Rippon with at-grade intersections. The total
project length is approximately 5 miles. Exhibit 1, located on page 2, shows the project limits.

PROJECT STATUS AND SCHEDULE

The US 340 Improvement Study is being conducted in accordance with the guidelines and
provision of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), associated federal and state statutes,
and appropriate Executive Orders. This study has been underway since the Notice of Intent was
published in the Federal Register on February 9, 1996. Numerous studies have been conducted
and various concepts have been developed related to the proposed project during the
intervening years. In late 2001, a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) was issued for
the project. A Public Hearing was held in 2002 and a Preferred Alternative Workshop was held in
November 2003. Alternate 4 was designated as the Preferred Alternative in 2003. A Final
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) was prepared but not signed and circulated. The project
has been dormant awaiting funding prior to completing the NEPA process.
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In 2010, the WVDOH renewed efforts on the project. In order to comply with current
requirements, and to account for changes in the study area, various project related factors
needed to be examined in more detail. These factors included residential growth in the study
area, additional environmental studies, and how to best minimize potential impacts in the project
area. Due to the continued growth and development within the area of Alternate 4, and a desire
to potentially further minimize impacts to historic resources and residential properties, two
modifications of Alternate 4 (Alternates 4A and 4B) were developed. These modifications
included a slight westerly shift of Alternate 4, identified as Alternate 4A, to further minimize
impacts to the Byrdland Historic Property and residential properties, as well as an easterly shift of
Alternate 4, identified as Alternate 4B, to further minimize impacts to the Village of Rippon
Historic District and residential properties.

Additional environmental analyses were conducted since the project may affect a federally-
protected species of crustacean known as the Madison Cave isopod. The Madison Cave isopod is
an eyeless, unpigmented, freshwater crustacean. It is found in flooded limestone caves beneath
the Great Valley of Virginia and West Virginia where it swims freely through calcite-saturated
waters of deep karst aquifers. The range of the isopod is now known to be a 15 mile wide belt
stretching from Lexington, VA to Charles Town, WV. There are documented population centers
in several counties in Virginia and in Jefferson County, WV.

In September 2012, a public meeting was held for the
project. Based on the input received from the meeting,
additional design concepts were developed. These
include Alternates 4C, 10A, 10B, and 11. Tonight's
workshop and hearing is an important part of the project
development process because it provides the WVDOH
the opportunity to answer your questions and receive
your comments concerning Alternates 4, 4A, 4B, 4C, 10A,
10B, and 11.

Because of the time duration of this project along with new information about the study area and
additional proposed alternates to address the project purpose and need, a Supplemental Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (SDEIS) will be prepared. This document will update and
supplement the information from the previous DEIS. A Public Hearing will be held on the SDEIS.

The Preferred Alternative will be considered anew based on the information contained in the
SDEIS and comments on the SDEIS from the public and environmental review agencies. A Final
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) will address the Preferred Alternative. Following the
receipt of public and agency comments on the FEIS, a Record of Decision (ROD) will be published
to complete the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process.

The final design for the Preferred Alternative will depend on the availability of funding and will
commence upon the completion of the NEPA process. Right of way acquisition and construction
activities would follow final design.



WORKSHOP / HEARING FORMAT

The WVDOH procedures for public workshops and
hearings were established to ensure meaningful citizen
input in the development of proposed projects, in
compliance with all applicable regulations and
requirements. This public workshop is being held in an
informal format. Four stations have been established

for your use in reviewing the project information, |

asking questions, and giving comments. The formal
Public Hearing will be held starting at 8:00 PM
following the public workshop.

Station 1: Registration

L]

If you have not already printed your name and address on the registration sheet, please
remember to do so at Station 1 before you leave. Additional copies of this handout and
the comment sheet are available at the registration station. The WVDOH welcomes your
comments on the project; therefore, please feel free to write comments as you visit other
stations around the room. You can drop the completed sheet in the Comment Box, return
it to any US 340 Improvement Study representative at the meeting, or mail it to the
WVDOH at the address printed on the comment sheet. You may also comment on the
project at http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment. Official testimony on the project will be
received during the Public Hearing.

Station 2: Environmental Studies

Representatives from WVDOH and the consulting firm of H.W. Lochner, Inc. are here today
to discuss the environmental study process, including an estimate of impacts the proposed
alternates would have on the natural, economic, and social environments as of the date of
this meeting. Maps depicting the previous alternates as well as additionally developed
Alternates 4A, 4B, 4C, 10A, 10B, and 11 are available for viewing.

Station 3: Engineering

Representatives from WVDOH and the engineering firm of Stantec Consulting are available
to discuss the location and preliminary design of Alternates 4, 4A, 4B, 4C, 10A, 10B, and
11. These representatives also have information regarding the other build alternates
studied for the project and can help you to find landmarks throughout the study area.

Station 4: Right-of-way and Relocation

WVDOH Right-of-way specialists are at this station to answer your questions regarding
right-of-way acquisition and relocation. Right-of-way brochures are available upon
request at this station.
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DESCRIPTION OF ALTERNATES UNDER CONSIDERATION

At the outset of this study in 1999, four broad ranged alternatives were established for
consideration. These included the Mass Transit Alternative, the Transportation Systems
Management (TSM) Alternative, the No-Build Alternative, and the Build Alternative. These
alternatives were evaluated relative to their ability to meet the purpose and need for the project
and the impacts to both the natural and human environment. Eight build alternates were
identified and six (Alternates 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8) were evaluated in detail in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement. All the alternates resulted in direct impacts to historic
properties in the project study area. Alternates 6 and 8 were presented as the recommended
alternates for implementation at a public hearing in January 2002.

In response to public input at the hearing, Alternate 9 was developed as an additional potential
concept for implementation. These three alternates were presented at an Informational Public
Workshop in July 2002.

After the July 2002 workshop, further evaluations related to federally protected historic
resources west of US 340 were completed. The Bullskin Run Rural Historic District was found to
be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. Alternates 6, 8, and 9 would impact this
district. Because every build alternate would impact historic properties and districts, all
alternates were reviewed again and Alternate 4, which was originally eliminated because it
impacted the Kabletown Rural Historic District, was chosen as the then - Preferred Alternative.

Due to the continued growth and development within the project study area since 2002, two
modifications of Alternate 4 (Alternate 4A and 4B) were proposed to minimize impacts to
residential areas affected by Alternate 4. These three alternates were presented at an
Informational Public Workshop in September 2012.

Additional build alternates have been created in response to this recent public input on the
project. Alternates 4C, 10A, 10B, and 11 have been developed. These are presented at this
workshop/hearing along with Alternates 4, 4A, and 4B for public comment.

The following is a description of the six build alternates studied in detail in the 2001 Draft
Environmental Impact Statement, the additional Alternate 9 that was developed at a later time,
as well as the recently proposed Alternates 4A, 4B, 4C, 10A, 10B, and 11. Exhibit 2, located at the
end of this handout, is a map of the eliminated Alternates. Exhibit 3, also at the end of this
handout, is a map of Alternates 4, 4A, 4B, 4C, 10A, 10B, and 11.

Alternate 1 (Green Dashed—Eliminated) begins south of the Virginia and West Virginia state line
and generally follows the existing US 340 roadway for 1.9 miles. Alternate 1 diverges from the
existing roadway, crosses Jefferson County 19 (Withers & Larue Road), and bypasses Rippon on
the west. Alternate 1 turns to the east, crosses Jefferson County 340/2 (Wheatland Road), and
continues along the existing roadway to the end of the project at the multilane divided segment
of US 340 south of Charles Town. The total length of this alignment is approximately 4.5 miles.



Alternate 3 (Light Blue Dashed—Eliminated) begins south of the state line of Virginia and West
Virginia and generally follows the existing roadway for 1.9 miles. Alternate 3 diverges from the
existing roadway, crosses Jefferson County 19 (Withers & Larue Road), and bypasses Rippon to
the west. The alignment turns east, past Rippon, then shifts to the north and merges with the
existing alignment near Wheatland. From this point the proposed alignment generally follows
the existing roadway until the project ends at the multilane divided segment of US 340 south of
Charles Town. The total length of this alignment is approximately 4.6 miles.

Alternate 4 (Magenta) begins south of the state line between West Virginia and Virginia and
generally follows the existing roadway for a length of 1.4 miles. The alignment then turns east
away from the existing roadway and crosses Jefferson County 21 (Meyerstown Road) on the east
side of Rippon. Alternate 4 turns north and merges with the existing alignment near Wheatland.
The proposed improvement continues northward along the existing roadway and ends at the
multilane divided segment of US 340 south of Charles Town. The total length of Alternate 4 is
approximately 4.8 miles.

Alternate 4A (Brown) begins south of the state line between West Virginia and Virginia and
generally follows the existing roadway for a length of 1.4 miles. The alignment then turns east
away from the existing roadway and crosses Jefferson County 21 (Meyerstown Road) on the east
side of Rippon, but just to the west of Alternate 4. Alternate 4A turns north and merges with the
existing alignment near Wheatland. The proposed improvement continues northward along the
existing roadway and ends at the multilane divided segment of US 340 south of Charles Town.
The total length of Alternate 4A is approximately 4.8 miles.

Alternate 4B (Orange) begins south of the state line between West Virginia and Virginia and
generally follows the existing roadway for a length of 1.4 miles. The alignment then turns east
away from the existing roadway and crosses Jefferson County 21 (Meyerstown Road) on the east
side of Rippon, and also just east of Alternate 4. Alternate 4B turns north and merges with the
existing alignment near Wheatland. The proposed improvement continues northward along the
existing roadway and ends at the multilane divided segment of US 340 south of Charles Town.
The total length of Alternate 4B is approximately 4.9 miles.

Alternate 4C (Purple) begins south of the state line between West Virginia and Virginia and
generally follows the existing roadway for a length of 1.1 miles. The alignment is west of US 340
until it crosses to the east near Scooter Lane. It crosses Jefferson County 21 (Meyerstown Road)
on the east side of Rippon, joining the alighment of Alternate 4B nearby. Alternate 4C turns
north and merges with the existing alignment near Wheatland. The proposed improvement
continues northward along the existing roadway and ends at the multilane divided segment of
US 340 south of Charles Town. The total length of Alternate 4C is approximately 4.9 miles.

Alternate 5 (Blue Dashed—Eliminated) diverges to the east from existing US 340 at the West
Virginia and Virginia state line and continues in a northeasterly direction crossing Jefferson
County 38 (Smiths Road). The proposed improvements continue north crossing Jefferson County
21 (Meyerstown Road) and bypassing Rippon to the east. Alternate 5 merges with the existing
alignment near Wheatland, continues north along the existing roadway, and ends at the
multilane divided segment of US 340 south of Charles Town. The total length of this alternate is
approximately 4.6 miles.



Alternate 6 (Red Dashed—Eliminated) diverges to the
northwest from existing US 340 at the West Virginia and
Virginia state line. The alternate continues north crossing
Jefferson County 340/1 (Lewisville Road) and Jefferson
County 19 (Withers and Larue Road) to the west of Rippon.
Alternate 6 parallels the Norfolk and Western Railroad then
turns east to cross lJefferson County 340/2 (Wheatland
Road). The alternate follows the existing roadway to the
end of the project at the multilane divided segment of US
340 south of Charles Town. The total length of Alternate 6
is approximately 4.6 miles.

Alternate 8 (Purple Dashed—Eliminated) diverges to the
northwest from existing US 340 at the West Virginia and
Virginia state line. The alternate continues northwest
crossing the Norfolk and Western Railroad in West Virginia.
Alternate 8 extends north, parallel to the railroad, crosses
the railroad again north of Jefferson County 340/2
(Wheatland Road), and rejoins existing US 340 approximately 100 feet south of Jefferson County
340/3 (Roper North Fork Road). The total length of Alternate 8 is approximately 5.0 miles.

Alternate 9 (Dark Green Dashed—Eliminated) diverges to the northwest from existing US 340 at
the West Virginia and Virginia state line. The alternate continues northwest crossing Jefferson
County 340/1 (Lewisville Road) before merging with the existing Norfolk and Western Railroad in
West Virginia. Alternate 9 extends north along the existing railroad right-of-way avoiding the
Kabletown Rural Historic District and Ripon Lodge historic property. Alternate 9 continues north
along the existing railroad crossing Jefferson County 19 (Withers and Larue Road) and Jefferson
County 340/2 (Wheatland Road). The alternate then turns east and rejoins existing US 340
approximately 600 feet south of Jefferson County 340/3 (Roper North Fork Road). The total
length of Alternate 9 is approximately 5.0 miles.

Alternate 9 requires the relocation of the Norfolk and Western railroad. Approximately 17,000
feet of new track will be constructed west of the current location starting just north of Jefferson
County 340/1 (Lewisville Road) and continuing north on new location west of the proposed
Alternate 9 roadway location. The new track will rejoin the existing track north of Jefferson
County 340/2 (Wheatland Road).

Alternate 10A (Blue) diverges to the northwest from existing US 340 at the West Virginia and
Virginia state line. The alternate continues northwest crossing the Norfolk and Western
Railroad and Jefferson County 19 (Withers and Larue Road) near Ripon Lodge. Alternate 10A
extends north and crosses the railroad again north of Ripon Lodge near Allen Lane. The
alignment crosses existing US 340 north of Rippon joins other alternates near Byrdland and
Wheatland. The proposed improvement continues northward along the existing roadway and
ends at the multilane divided segment of US 340 south of Charles Town. The total length of
Alternate 10A is approximately 5.3 miles.
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Alternate 10B (Red) diverges to the northwest from existing US 340 at the West Virginia and
Virginia state line. The alternate continues northwest crossing Jefferson County 340/1 (Lewisville
Road) before merging with the existing Norfolk and Western Railroad near Scooter Lane.
Alternate 10B extends north along the existing railroad crossing Jefferson County 19 (Withers and
Larue Road) and is west of Ripon Lodge historic property. Alternate 10B turns east near Allen
Lane, crosses existing US 340 north of Rippon, and joins other alternates near Byrdland and
Wheatland. The proposed improvement continues northward along the existing roadway and
ends at the multilane divided segment of US 340 south of Charles Town. The total length of
Alternate 10B is approximately 5.2 miles.

Alternate 10B requires the relocation of the Norfolk and Western railroad. Approximately 12,500
feet of new track will be constructed west of the current location starting just north of Jefferson
County 340/1 (Lewisville Road) and continuing north on new location west of the proposed
Alternate 10B roadway location. The new track will rejoin the existing track near Jefferson
County 340/2 (Wheatland Road).

Alternate 11 (Teal) begins south of the state line between West Virginia and Virginia and
generally follows the existing roadway for a length of 1.1 miles. The alignment is briefly west of
US 340 until it crosses to the east near Jefferson County 340/1 (Lewisville Road). It crosses
Jefferson County 21 (Meyerstown Road) on the east side of Wayside Farm, joining the other
alignments near Byrdland and Wheatland. Alternate 11 merges with the existing alignment near
Wheatland. The proposed improvement continues northward along the existing roadway and
ends at the multilane divided segment of US 340 south of Charles Town. The total length of
Alternate 11 is approximately 5.1 miles.

RIGHT-OF-WAY GENERAL INFORMATION

The WVDOH will comply with the federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended. The Act, passed by Congress in 1970, is a federal
law that establishes minimum standards for federally funded programs and projects that
require the acquisition of real property (real estate) or displace persons from their homes,
businesses, or farms. The Act’s protections and assistance apply to the acquisition,
rehabilitation, or demolition of real property for federal or federally funded projects. In
addition, the WVDOH right-of-way guidelines, activities, procedures, and services are outlined
in the brochure A Guide for Property Owners and Tenants, which is available at this workshop.
Right-of-way acquisition and relocation activities usually take place immediately prior to
construction. Persons directly affected by the project will be contacted by the WVDOH. If you
have any questions regarding the right-of-way acquisition process, please see one of the
WVDOH right-of-way specialists or contact the WVDOH at the address given at the end of this
handout.

e Information on the WVDOH right-of way procedures is also available online at:
http://www.transportation.wv.gov/highways/right-of-way/Pages/default.aspx

e Information on the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies
Act of 1970, as amended is also available online at:
http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/affordablehousing/training/web/relocation/overview.cfm



SUMMARY OF IMPACTS

Table 1, located on the next page, contains a comparative summary of the quantifiable impacts
of the No-Build Alternative and Alternates 4, 4A, 4B, 4C, 10A, 10B, and 11 for the project.

NEXT STEPS IN THE STUDY PROCESS

The current project schedule is shown below. The next step will be preparation of the SDEIS.

Current Project Schedule

Public Information Workshop/Hearing June 3, 2013
Comments Due July 3, 2013

Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(SDEIS) Approval

SDEIS Public Meeting/Hearing
Final Environmental Impact Statement Approval
Record of Decision Approval

Start Final Design

Begin Right-of-Way (expected)

Construction Start Date (expected)

COMMENTS

Please send written comments on or before Wednesday, July 3, 2013 to:

Mr. Gregory Bailey, PE
Director, Engineering Division
West Virginia Division of Highways
State Capitol Complex, Building 5
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0430

Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment

Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”,
and then click on “US 340 Project”
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Impacts and costs shown are preliminary and subject to change as the environmental study progresses
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us 340 IMPROVEMENT STUDY

Public Workshop and Hearing
Monday, June 3, 2013

COMMENT SHEET - Please return on or before Wednesday, July 3, 2013

Contact Information [Please Print]

Name:

Mailing Address (including Zip Code):

Your opinions about this project are important to us. Please use the space below to include your comments or
questions. If you need additional space, please take another sheet or you may include your own letter.

Your comments or questions for the project team:

Project Information and Comment Sheets can be found online at our web page:
http://go.wv.gov/dotcomment
Click on “Comment on Engineering Projects”, then “Open”, and then click on “US 340 Project”




