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The Route 705 Project

An Overview
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Just what is the Route 705 Project?
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It could be part of this:
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Or part of this:




It could have been any of these:
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Or one of these:
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Or now, even this:
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But for most of the past decade, it’s been this:
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Why connect WV 705 more directly
with 1-68?

WVU’s Evansdale campus, medical center and
research park, the Coliseum and the football
stadium; Mon General Hospital, NIOSH, Milan
Pharmaceutical, the new Suncrest Town Center
and numerous other businesses and
neighborhoods are all accessed via WV 705




Prior to 1980, there was no WV 705
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In 1965, the West Virginia
State Road Commission
outlined a proposed
transportation study
(MCATS) for Monongalia
County, conducted
origin—-destination
surveys, and collected
socio—economic data. The
base-year was 1966, with
a 1990 forecast year

WORK PROGRAM FOR MORGANTOWN

SECTION I: INTRODUCTION

The purpose of the comprehensive planning and transportation
study lor Monongalia County and the City of Morgantown is to de-
velop a feasible plan and program to guide the development of a
balanced transportation system which will accomodate present and
future travel demands and encourage desirable land development
patterns.

A comprehensive plan will he developed for Monongalia County
based upon presenl inventory and projections to the year 1990.
The data will be collected and projections made on a traffic
zone basis.

If "701" funds from Housing and Home Finance Agency are 1o
be used by the City of Morgantown and Monongalia County, the stan-
dards of conduct of the planning process will be adequate to meet
the needs of the Siale Road Commission as a basis for conducting
the transportaticn portion of the study.

The traffic and transportation portion of the study will be
designed to analyze existing trip patterns throughout the county
and urban area under study, and to prepare projeciions of travel
needs expected to develop to the year 1990. The studies will he

concerned with total person travel, including travel performed



Meanwhile, Monongalia County was preparing Phase |
and Il of a comprehensive development plan for the
county and published these reports in 1969:

MONONGALIA COUNTY

WEST VIRGINIA
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COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN . BASIC RESEARGH-SURVEYS-ANALYSES




in a thoroughfare plan was a proposed
arterial highway that would be studied 25 years later

as the West Run Expressway
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1972 TAMS Recommended Plan
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However, with a lack of local consesus, the study
stalled again. Nearly five years later TAMS was asked
to summarize the work done from 1965 to 1972




The catalyst:

New WVU Stadium Planned for '80

“good progress for the
state of West Virginia”

April 27, 1977. That date may prove to be a mile-
stone in the progress of West Virginia University’s ath-
letic development; it was the day that Governor Jay
Rockefeller signed a bonding bill to permit construction
of a $20 million football stadium in Mergantown and
a $4.5 million indoor practice facility or “shell building.”

Originally the Legislature had considered a pro-
posal to renovale the existing Mountaineer Field for
$10 million and to build the new shell building. How-
ever, a joint commillee proposed the new stadium
concept which was passed overwhelmingly by both
Houses and eventually signed by Governor Rockefeller,

At a statchouse press conference in Charleston,
the Governor said that he signed the bill “for a number
of reasons.” One, he said, because the bill also called
for an all-weather sports shell at WVU, an $18 million
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basketball arena at Marshall University and $7.8 million
of projects at three four-year state colleges.

“The choice was whether we were going to defeat -
the bill and stop progress, or sign the bill and create an
atmosphere of progress in bigher education,” he said.
“I think it's govd progress fur the state of West Vir-
ginia.”

Leadership on the project comes from the West
Virginia Board of Regents, which governs the state’s
colleges.

-

The design and development phase, which was
completed in June, 1978, yielded an ambitious plan
for a double-deck, open-ended 50,000 seat stadium.
Athletic director Leland Byrd has chaired the stadium
committee which also developed plans for the necessary
service areas of the stadium -— a two-story facilities
building in one end zone area to include locker roms,
offices, athletic training and rehabilitation areas; a two-
level press box to service the present and future needs of
news media covering Mountaineer football and extensive
rest room and concession areas, parking lots and ticket
boolhs 1o serve the many thousands of fans.

The bid phase of the immense stadium project is
slated for completion January, 1979. Construction is
scheduled to begin during Spring 1979 so that West
Virginia may open its 1980 season in the new facility.
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. While nothing is likely o come of it,
the House Bducation Committee listened

at length Tuesday to people who uppose.
1hie site chosen for a new West Virginia -
University fooiball stadiurm.
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Residents, gro

ps blast

WVU stadium proposal

Geld '

Stating the gold course site for the
new $20 million West Virginia Univer-
sity football stadium would create
major problems for residents in the
area, an overflow crowd last night
packed a courtroom at the
Monongalia County Courthouse to
protest the site selection.

Approximately 175 persons voiced
strong objections to the site selection
and objections that the selection
process did not take the community
into consideration.

Asked if West Virginia University
plans to change its recommendation
in light of the flood of criticism last
night, WVU Provost for Planning Dr.
Raymond Haas said, “No.” He said
the only thing that could make WVU

change its recommendations would “*

be a factor coming to light during in-

itial planning that doesn't now exist.

However, representatives of some
of the area groups opposed to locating
the stadium on the land adjacent to
the WVU Medical Center where the
2olf course now exists, vowed to fight
to bring about the change.

Dorothy Comuntzis, represen-
tative of a new group called *'Citizens
for Saving Our Community," said, “I
don't believe the fight is over."

William Delardas, executive
secretary of the Monongalia County
Citizens Inc., said a restraining order
should be sought to block any further
action on locating the stadium on the

controversial site.

State Sen. William Moreland, D-
M lia, drew loud appl when
he said he is looking into whether the
$20 million in bonds sold for the
stadium ‘“could be recalled and we
would forget the whole deal.”

The bonds were sold in a $51 million
package to include funds for the new
WVU shell building, an all-purpose
structure for Marshall University and
other projects.

An informal poll of .the three:
i galia County C issi S,
who have remained neutral on the is--
sue, found they unanimously opposed-
the golf course site.

Commission President Harry U.
Howell said the commission won't
pass a resolution, but ‘‘citizens
groups would be more effective put-
ting pressure directly on the decision
makers’' such as the governor and the
Board of Regents,

State Delegate Larry Schifano, U-
Monongalia, provided the audience
with some encouragement when he
told them he doesn't believe the deci-
sion to locate the stadium on the golf

COUNTY Commission President
Harry U. Howell, left, and Com-
missioner Joseph Kun listen to

related to the Monongalia ana Univer-
sity Hospitals which are adjacent to
the proposed site. e

Robert Dinsmore, representing the
Monongalia General Hospital and the
County Building Commission, said
both groups ‘“‘are concerned’’ about

the traffic problems generated by the
decision.

He called for a commitment from
the State Legislature and the gover-
nor that the roads will be upgraded
and widen rior to the opening of
the ne’w"ﬂﬁiﬁn‘T

The projections call for the stadium
being ready for use by fall of 1979 or
1980. Dinsmore said estimates on
completing the major road projects
proposed in that area Lsmgﬁ% years.

The congestion caused by the thou-
sands of cars crowding into the area
seemed fo be one of the major con-
cerns to the residents.

Evalyn Reeder, a WVU employee
and resident of the Park Hills section,
said, "'If it is your loved one in an am-
bulance and the police can't get the
ambulance through to ihe hospital
before the person dies, how would you
feel?"”

Kenneth J. Hock, representative of
the Morgantown Citizens Action
Group, called on the Legislature to
rescind the legislation and pass a bill
that would refurbish the present 50-
year-old M Stadium.

residents in protest of Uni ¥
staaiim site.

course site is irreversible.

“If the sentiments of the com-
munity are known, I believe their
desires and wishes will be heeded,”
he said. "

Mrs. Comuntzis drew applause
when she told the WVU officials and
the architects and pl s attending

TH$ 1déa was considered by the
lawmakers earlier this year but they
rejected it and instead decided to pass
the bill calling for the new stadium.

Gov. Jay Rockefeller deliberated
for several weeks before deciding to
sign the bill. * X

Insight into this decision-making
process- was given last night by
several local legislators attending the

the meeting that “the only thing
irreversible is death.”

She said the golf course stadium
would not be located so the students
could get to it easily. .

She ridiculed the claims that th
Personal Rapid Transit (PRT)
system would be valuable in getting
large numbers of persons to and from
the game. 5

*If one half the people attending the
game were to use the PRT, the last
persons riding would get to the
stadium seven hours after the game
ended,”" she pointed out.

She said no consideration was given
to the access roads, the flooding in the
area or the noise and other problems

Moreland blamed State Senate
President William Brotherton, who
authored the amendment calling for
the new stadium. He also blamed the
state Elks Club for having a represen-
tative at the Legislature lobbying for
the last minute passage of the bill.

Two area legislators, Clyde Richey
and Clyde Hagedorn, both said they
didn't care one way or the other about
the stadium issue when it was
debated.

Hagedorn said he did oppose fixing
up the present stadium and compared
this to putting patches on an old suit.

Richey said he voted for the bill and
said he assumed the governor would

(Continued on Page 5-B)
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Virginia University goll course is “*an
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'MOUNTAINEER FIELD HAS HAD IT*

Stadium Issue Dead-Brotherton, Colombo

By ALAN ROBINSON
AP Sports Writer

There is little, if any, sentiment in the state Legislature to reconsider plans
to build a new $20 million football stadium at West Virginia University,
aceording to two key legislators.

“*As far as I'm concerned, the issue is dead," said Del, Gino Colombo,
D-Harrison, who cosponsored legislation which authorized the sale of bonds
to construct a new WVU stadium and new Marshall University basketball
arena,

"“There appears to be no interest in the Legislature to revive the jssue, The
sentiment appears to be that the issue has been decided, so let’s go on to
other things that need our attention.”

Colombo said that while there has been some controversy in the Morgan-
town area concerning the site selected by the state Board of Regents for the
stadium, he also doesn't think the Legislature will get involved in this
question either,

The stadium is to be built on WVU's Evansdale Campus adjacent to the
school's medical center.

“(Board of Regents Chancellor) Ben Morton appeared before the House
Finance Committee last week, and the stadium question was barely touched
upon,” said Colombo, who said he's just as much for a new stadium now as
he was a year ago.

““Dr. Morton was asked by the committee where the stadium was going to
go and he said, ‘On the golf course.' And that was thal. There was no
controversy. .

“Qualified people made studies and reports and held hearings before the

stadium site was selected. I saw the report, and I was impressed with the job
that was done. All of the proposed sites were listed, and there were plusses
and minuses for each one. 1 think the best sile was chosen.”

State Senate President William T. Brotherton, D-Kanawha, in a recent
interview with Morgantown radio station WAJR, also expressed the belief
the lawmakers don't want to renew the stadium battle,

The Legislature voled last year, following some conlroversy, to provide
funds for a new stadium instead of going along with a proposal by WVU
officials to renovate 52-year-old Mountaineer Field.

I doubt whether any of the (three) stadium bills (introduced this year)
have a chance,”” Brotherton said. *'I would think once it was passed last year
that’s the way it will remain. I hear very little comment for renovating the
old stadium. And I don't think the Legislature is going o get into the posture
of deciding the site, 1 think this will be left up to the university and to the
Board of Regents.”

Both Brotherton and Colombo think the opposition to the stadium site —
and the new stadium — is coming from a small group of Morgantown citizens
who don't have the majorily of state or city residents on their side.

"*Except for the few who live in that area (the proposed stadium site) who
have been bombarding (us) with letters and telephone calls and so forth, I
hear no sentiment in the Legislature for a change in the present situation
with the stadium at WVU," Brotherton said.

Colombo uaid, “The same people who object Lo the stadium site are those
who object to the entire concept of a new stadium. I think many of the people
who are opposed to the golf course site would be opposed Lo any site. Many
of these people are the ones who favored renovation, and | can see no
sentiment to reviving this issue. Mountaineer Field has had it."

The Harrison County delegate said the stadium site near the medical
center will provide benefits that many people have not taken into considera-
tion,

*“The stadium is going to provide a tremendous amount of parking that will
remove a lot of the burden from the present parking facilities,” Colombo
said. “The stadium is going to be a big asset. It's going to provide some
much, much needed parking for those going to the hospitals on all but several
days a year,"

Del. Clyde H. Richey, D-Monongalia, the sponsor of two of the three bills
currently before lawmakers that would revive the sladium controversy,
admits his measures have little chance of passage.

'l think there is tremendous opposition to doing anything about the hill,"
Itichey told WAJR. “It will take a very persuasive effort by Eroups opposing
it (the stadium) to come up with any change in the bill."

The Morgantown legislator added, *'I think the leadership is pretty much
opposed to it (a reviving of the stadium issue) "

State Board of Regents officials said despite the protests of some Morgan-
town residents, no change is pl d in the stadium site. Members of the
Joint architectural-engineering team planning the stadium held a public
ineeting last Thursday in Morgantown to explain the project and hear from
protesters.

““We do not believe that any new information was presented that should
change the decision already reached by the Board of Regents.” said Jack
Stafford, project manager for the Gates Engineering firm of Beckley and
Finch-Heery of Atlanta, Ga,
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A New Stadium

And Politics

When the state administration and the legislature begin
talking about the need for new taxes or tax increases next
January, it is almost certain that the new foothall stadium to
be built 4t Morgantown will eome back to haunt them.

Many state residents already are asking if it is necessary
to spend $20 million on a 50,000-seat foothall stadium for
West Virginia University when we can’t dig up enough
money to fund an adeguate road program.

- -
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The stadium proposal has been open to question from the :

very beginnin% since the idea did not originate witgl the
University. In fact, Athletic Director Leland Byrd originall

made a modest request for $10 million to construct an ad-
ditional 10,000 seats at old Mountaineer Field while making

general repairs to the existing facility and construeting an

a]!ilr)lllrpnse shell building near the Coliseun.

¢ athletic department opposed the idea of a new .
stadium, nuliniéhat it would be inaccessible to thé student .

body. But the Legislature quickly-buried the University’s

request and with less than two hours left in the regular

session adopted a bill authorizing the Board of Regenls to
sell $60,3 million in revenue bonds to finance capital im-
provements atf. four stale institutions. The package included
$20 raillion to build a new stadium at the University.

This week the hoard of Regents finally decided on a site
for the new facility. The old University goll course near the
Med Center will be the site of the stadium which will provide

rking for 4,000 cars. Two other sites under consideration
were discarded for various reasons.

From what we have obgerved, the students at the -

University never have been overly enthused with the idea of
a new stadium. ‘The University’'s newspaper, The
Athenaeum, has supported the original plan to renovate old
Mountaineer Field. .

Recently the Athenaeum editorially expressed the feeling
that Lhe students have been ignored in all of the planning for

the stadiurmn. :

“If everyone is so concerned with the students.” the
newspaper said, “then why not renovate Mountaineer
Field? It's the (mjy site which is most accessible to students, |

Incrensing it's size would provide for more student seats. ",

“Let's face it, there is yet to be a proposal to benefit the |

students. And, just in case anyone’s forgotten, colleﬁe :
the

foothall is students playing a game for students, not

legislators, the fraternal organizations or the Board of .

Regents.”
The students do not understand that is the way politics is
player. With many of owr state legislators, fuotball at WVU

is king. Undoubtedly, politics and [ootball had something to °

do with the huilding of that modern stretch of highway from -
oy e, wit}

" Morgantown to Charleston.
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Until finally:

The State

Stadium roads top priority

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (UPI) — Monongalia County officials have
been assured that a high pricrity has been sesigned to the major

 eqnstruction and mprovements of roads in Morgantown where the
© 320 million West Virginia University stadlum is to be built.
" Assurance wes given this week by the Depastment of Highways,
sccording to & report Wednesdsy by The Morgantown Mornlng

82 imda Fom the pehullding of the poads hove been sot agids and

AR BRGNS ST Wit Foowaaiing, Y

there are mo stumbling blocks to comstruction,” (he newspaper
It marks the first time that the administration has made such a

controversial §20 million stadium,

ofTicials were notifisd In a 40-minute session with the DOH
that "all of the new and improved roads could be completed by early

Dominion-Post

- ¢r middle 1991," the

*The stadium isscheduled tobe

sald. )
in18800r 1881."

Second
Front Page

CLASSIFIED AD PHONE 292-3381

MORGANTOWN, WEST VIRGINIA, FRIDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 21, 1978

NEWS PHONE 292-6301

DOH outlines plans for acc

By J. RICHARD TOREN
Univeraity News Service

The Department of Highways has
disclosed plans to make Van \}Voorhi.!
and Chestnut Ridge roads four and
five lanes wide from Patteson Drive
Lo the Pineview Drive turnolf as part
of road reconstruction in the Evan-
sdale area.

A spokesman nolted that Gov. Jay
Rockefeller has made the commit-
ment "to drive on this by 1980."

Al a meeling yeste: to brief
West Virginia University officials on
the status of highway construction
and planning, and Personal Rapid
Transit (PRT) construction, a top
DOH official outlined these plans:

—Van Veorhis Road will be five

lanes from its origin at University
Avenue and Patteson Drive, past the
old M galia General ital *'to
the apartment complex."

—Van Voorhis and Chestnut Ridge
will be four lanes, with a central
dividing strip, from that point to
Pineview Drive.

—The DOH favors Line No. Eight
for continuing the road across lo
Stewartstown Road and Orchard
Road, although that new highway will
be only two lanes wide, plus turn
areas. -

WVU officials also were told that
PRT construction, which will extend
the system (rom the present
Engineering Building station ter-
minal to the WVU Medical Center, is

on schedule with present work to be
completed by December. The entire
system will then be closed for six
months while the new portion is tied
into the present system, and the older
portion is upgraded.

Describing the work and plans were
Bill DeWolf, representing the Board
of Regents' general consultants for
the PRT project, resident engineer
Richard '521 of the Frederick R.
Harris Consultants, DOH District
Four engineer Dean Chlgps of

Clarksburg, and Gary Reed, head of
the DOH review section in
Charleston.

Reed noted thal the department
considered 10 possiblities for the new
road from Pineview Drive to Orchard

Road and favors No. Eight, which
also is the first choice of WVU of-
ficials.

Reed said it would require taking
only 13 residential es com-
pared with 45 to 75 with some of the
other routes.

Added right-of-way for wldanln[f
Van Voorhis and Chestnut Ridge will
come basically from the WVU side of
the roads. He also noted that
sidewalks will be built as part of the
Emjecl along the entire route from

alteson to Pineview.

Drainage studies are under way, he
said, to cure the water problem that
regularly causes local flooding at the
present Van Voorhis-Chestaut Ridge
intersection.

Reed said he expects right-of-way
purchasing will begin by next spring,
with construction to be completed by
1980.

The Orchard Road By-pass, running
from the National Guard Armory on
the Mileground to Stewartstown road
100 yards south of This Ole Farm, will
be completed by the fall of next year,
he said.

In answer to a question, Reed said
completion of the Pineview-Orchard
Road project, giving good access
from the Mileground to Patteson
Drive, will reduce the need for the so-
called West Run By-pass [further
north,

WVU Viee President Raymond M.
Haas noled that the University plans

—

ess highways

to move physical plant headquarlers
to the Orchard Road area and to es-
tablish a central receiving warehouse
there.

Haas said these moves would open
new parking space in the Evan ale
area where the plant operations now
are headquartered.

DeWolf tald the WVU officlals work
will begin next week on the upper por-
tion of the Medical Center PRT sta-
tion, with completion scheduled In
early August, possibly a week or Lwo
ahead of the Aug. 28 contract date.

The Towers station will be ready in
early October and the Engineering
station expansion in November, also
on schtduF:.

(Continued on Page 14-B)
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In the fall of 1980, both the new football
stadium and the Chestnut Ridge Road project,
or WV 705, opened to the public. WV 705
followed virtually the same path identified “by
others” in 1972. The Orchard Road part of WV
705 was built sometime later




Fast forward to 1992/93, The Greater Morgantown Project and
Vision 2000

WVDOH Planning and Research Division staff began meeting
with the Vision 2000 Infrastructure Committee to initiate a new
county-wide transportation study

Greater Morgantown Project T0: Coffindaffer /David Reisdorf
¢ Tpaheportation Steering Committee
" / 1
Infrastructure Committee PROM: St r.h):etnuuu;xc:. Comalttes Member

RE: WVieien 2000 Public Transportation Plan Input

cond Dra Ex iv

1. Describe in g what your
transportation in the Morgantown snongalia
area would consist of in the year 2020,

In 2020 Morgantown/Monogalia County will
be a community area which will exhibit the
following traits:

A. A population of 40,000/80,000.

B. Incorporated areas which would inelude
the entire Cheat Lake area following and
between the I-68 corridor and Rt. 7 East
highway.

€. An inner traffic bypass triangl
surround the central business/r
district.

D. Greater recreational utility will be
realized along the Monongahela River and Cheat
Lake.

E. The PRT

be modified and
iie

extended to pu
transportation with of the
\tt\f'i 1992 central business/residential di
F s
F. The economy will be dominated by
research, educational, medic and

neering related institutions and

science/ar
companies.

2. Compile a list of specific
need attention new, such as a stacking
turning lane, widening, lights, new roads,

-]
i




Making a very long story short:

Morgantown / Monongalia County
Transportation Study

Morgantown/Monongalia County
Transportation Study

Existing Conditions Report

2020 Transportation Plan

West Virginia
Department of Transportation

Prepared for

West Virginia
Department of Transportation

By January 1998

Barton-Aschman Associates, Inc.
BARTON-ASCHMAN ASSOCIATES, INC.
May 1987
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The first hint of the WV 705 Connector

NORTHERN EXPRESSWAY
ALTERNAT IVE
WEST RUN

EXPRESSWAY
RECOMMENDED
IMPROVEMENTS

Flgure 4.3




A lurking problem:

Table 5.2
Cost Estimate for West Run Expressway
Length Construction | Other Costs: Identified
West Run Expressway (miles) Description Cost ROW, PE, etc. | Total Cost Priority 1 Priority 2 Needs
Roadway 5.8 4-lane expressway with median on new alignment from CR- $68,000,000 $17,000,000 $85,000,000 || $40.000,000 | $45.000,000
) 19/24 at US-19 to CR-857 at US-119; 50+ mph free-flow
speed.
Interchange at US-19/WV-7 05 Partial clover with overpass of US-19, Scotts Run, RR, and $14,000,000 $2,100,000 $16,100,000 $16,100,000
CR-19/25; improvements to CR-19/24 from 1-79 interchange.
Bridge at Monongahela Spans river, RR tracks on either side, WV-100, and proposed $20,000,000 $3,000,000 $23,000,000 $23,000.000
River access road.
Bridge at Courtney Run Spans creek and ravine. $5,500,000 $550,000 $6,050,000 $6,050,000
Total 6.3 $107,500,000 §22,650,000 | $130,150,000 $40,000,000 | $90,150,000
Table 5.3
Cost Estimates for West Run Expressway Access Routes
West Run Expressway: Access | Length Construction Other Costs: - o Identified
Access Routes Type | (miles) Description of Improvements Cost ROW, PE, etc. | T1otal Cost Priority 1 Priority 2 Needs
CR-53 Extension At-grade 0.6 2-lane collector on new alignment. $2,400,000 $360,000 $2,760,000
(W\/-100 Connector) $2,760,000
Van Voorhis Connector At-grade 0.8 2-lane collector on new alignment. 2-lane $3,400,000 $850,000 $4,250,000 $4,250,000
local on new alignment.
Van Voorhis At-grade 0.4 Widen to 3-/4-lane between WV/-705 & $2,400,000 $360,000 $2,760,000 $2,760,000
connector. Minor realignments from CR-60
to connector.
Collins Ferry Connector At-grade 0.5 2-lane local street on new alignment. $2,000,000 $400,000 $2,400,000 $2,400,000
Riddle/CR-61 Connector | At-grade 0.2 2-lane local street on new alignment. $800,000 $80,000 $880,000 $880,000
Willowdale (Poultry Farm) | At-grade 1.0 4-lane divided arterial on new alignment $5,600,000 $840,000 $6,440,000 $6,440,000
Connector with 2-lane connection to J.D. Anderson Dr.
Willowdale NA 0.8 Add 2 lanes between North St. & WV-705 $2,080,000 $728,000 $2,808,000 $2,808,000
Stewartstown Road At-grade 2.6 Upgrade and realign 2-lane arterial. $4,400,000 $660,000 $5,060,000 $5,060,000
US-119 At-grade 0.04 Realign & improve 2-lane arterial. $75,000 $11,000 $86,000 $86,000
Total $23,155,000 $4,289,000 | $27,444,000 $17,154,000 | $10,290,000




The highway elements of the county-
wide transportation plan for 2020:

Morgantown/Monongalia County Transportation Study

Figure 4.1 ) i - ommended Plan




Another problem that would surface later:

Morgantown/Monongalia County Transportation Study
Figure 5.1 Priorities for 2020 Recommended Plan

N

A

Legend

‘‘‘‘‘ Committed

= First Priority

Some projects may not be completed

in the priority category shown in this figure. ] x J 5 = Second Priority
For more information, see Tables 5.2 - 5.7. ;
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Barton-Aschman presents 2020 Plan to WVDOH
management; Engineering Division instructed
to begin design and environmental work on

WRE immediately




Local WRE committee formed; meets with
WVDOH Engineering Division personnel on
weekly basis; following confusing statements,

ultimately supports WRE and recommends that
WVDOH analyze 31 possible location
alternatives and variations




Kimley-Horn and Associates produces
draft report for WWDOH in 1999:

n
Draft Location Design Report

Project: X231-268-0,00
West Run Expressway
WV 7 to Interstate 68

Monongalia County,
West Virginia

Volume 1

Prepared for: West Virginia Department of
Transportation Division of
Highways

Climbey-Horn and Amocime. ine, Nivesber |, 1999

: =l ' Kimlgy-Hom
== and Associales, Inc.
g, P, and EndTaeGs Craitns



First Things First emerges and wages war on
the WRE and the 2020 Transportation Plan, and
proposes its own highway agenda




In 2000, a new WV 705 controversy
arrives:

Granting Access to Wal-Mart on Rt. 705
is NOT in the Public Interest

prepared by Citizens for Responsible Development, fnc.
March 23, 2001

A BRIEF HISTORY...

Sylvia Straight, who died in 1997, willed 45 acres of land along Rt 705 in
Morgantown to the West Virginia University Foundation. According to her will,
“the proceeds of the use or sale” of the property were to be used to endow a
sciolarship fund for WVU students. The WVU Foundation sold the property to
the East Coast Development Company, which assigned ils rights to Wal-Mart on
September 1, 1999, Wal-Mart announced its plans to build a 204,000 f** Super
Wal-Mart, a 70,000 f€ strip mall, and three restaurants, But, Wal-Marf’s contract
is contingent on it being granted a new point of access on Rt 705, which is a
controlled-access road at that location. Wal-Mart's proposal and request for
access lo the DOH has been opposed by a coalition of residents, business
owners, political leaders, Native Americans, unjons, and environmentalists, all of
them asking the DOH not to grant access to Wal-Marl,

THE WV STATE STATUTE SAYS...

According to Section 17-4-43 of the WV Stale Code, “No city strest, state road or
other public or private road or way shall be opened into or connected with any
such controlled-access facility without the written consent and previous approval
of the state road commissioner [division of highways], which consent and
approval shall be given only if the public interest shall be served thereby.”

The Commissioner of Highways must consider the public
interest in responding to Wal-Mart's request for access.



The facts didn’t help:

WEST VIRGINIA DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING
PROPOSED CONTROLLED ACCESS BREAK
WV 705 - MONONGALIA COUNTY

MARCH 15, 2001 |
NORTH ELEMENTARY §' |
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And ultimately...

News
¢ for the latest articles
K (2001/07/03 - updated daily)
Send your article comments to

Click h

newsroom@dominionpost.com

< Provious A.rﬁda4|

<< First Arlicle |

Next Article >

Article Index

Last Article >>

This article appeared in the Dominion Post Newspaper an July 3, 2001,

State reroutes Wal-Mart's plans

Denies access from W.Va. 705 for SuperCenter

Ron Rittenhouse/ The Dominion Post photos

Wal-Mart won't be able to build an access road off of W.Va. 705 {(above) for a proj
state Transportation Secretary Fred VanKirk announced Monday»lhat the retail gia
been denied. But Wal-Mart may still gain access to the property rmmStewgrtsmwr
which has no state restrictions. A public hearing on Wal-Mart's proposal will be at

Ramada Inn, Morgantown.

DOH denies Wal-Mart

EoVes

er your opinion about the state's ¢

Area
religion
news
Pages 6A-TA

Post
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get
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Page 1-B
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Saturday, Aug. 4, 2001

West Virgi

‘Wal-Mart returns 705 site

Backs out of plans; can't finish studies by deadline

B =
WVU WILL announce plans for
the site next week. Page 2-A.
OPPONENTS colebrale store's
decision. P A
BY EVELYN RYAN
The Durminon Pos
Wal-Mart Iost its race with the cal-
endar Friday.

Theglant corporate rotailer could-

W't got the engineering studies it

needed for o Stewartstown Road
access to property it wanted on
W V. 705 before theoption ean out.

50 the company let the WV Foun-
dation know Friday it wasn't going
thead with plans for a 204,000 square-
foot SuperCenter on those 45 acres.

“We fuxed them a two-sentence
leteer tolling them due 10 these cir-
cumstarices, we were o longer inter.
ested in purchasing the property,” said

Wal-Mart spokesman Keith Morris.

But that dossn't rule out & seeond.
Wal-Mart for the Morgantown area,
he said. The company's first is in
Mountminaer Mall: it wan(s one in the
growth areas north of town,

“We aro il interested in having
a second store in this market,” he
sald. “We definltely want to go loak
at whatt’s out there becausa in two
yedrs, there's boen a lot of changes

Those supporting Wal-Mart's
plans have heen patient, he sakl.
“It's unfortunate we were unable
to follow through (o bulld this new
atore for them. We're com mitted to
Jooking forward to a new location.”

1t will, however, be a while before
the company can look al other sites
o see what possibilities they hald,
he said. “We'll see what happens. ™

While Wal Mari got the option to

bty W. Vi, 706 property for $2.5 mil-
Tion in Jantary 2000, the actual option
period didn’t start until the compa
ny heard from the state highway
commissioner on the access road,

The best way into the property,
which slopes from Stewartstown
Road in the back to W.Va. 705, is
through W.Va. 706. Bul that stretch
Is controlled access, requiring an
order af the state’s top highway offi-
eerto allow a connection,

It took almost 16 months to geta
ruling because of changes in the
highway department and in the

administration, That ruling, six
weeks ago, rejected Wal Mart's
request. That's when the company
began looking at a back way Ln.

The Foundation was willed the 45
acres of farmland just outside Mor-
gantown to sall to fund scholarships
for West Virginia high school grad
uates,

“The only factar that has been
haolding us back from purchasing
the sl ot
completed engineering studies look-
ing at Stewartstown Road as an

SEE WALMART, 28



Former WVDOH Commissioner returns, finds
federal funds evaporating and WVDOH
construction program overcommitted;
terminates numerous major design projects.
Facing raging WRE controversy locally, places
design and environmental work in reserve




rom the remnants of the WRE, a new
roposal emerges in 2001: the WV 705
onnector
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Wy 705 Connector
Monongal ia County
1" = 1000'
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Alternative #1
Llternative =2

Alternative #3
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WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPFORTATION
Division of Highways

1900 Kanawha Boulevand East = Bullding Five - Room 110
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Gavernor missicn
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MEMORANDUM ]
TO: CR . '_
L
FROM: RP : éﬁjﬂuﬂ

SUBJECT: WV T05 to CR 857 Connector Road
Moenongalia County

Per your direction, caplial cost estimates for various roadway slternotives to
connect the Intersection of WY 705 and Stewartstown Rosd (CR 67) to the existing four-
lame section of CR 857 were calculated (see Study Area Map 1), A deseription of all the
alternatives are listed below and shown on Map 2. All eapital cost estimates are

1 in Table 1 the report. Photographs of the various existing and
proposed route areas are shown on Figures 1,2, 3,4 and 5,

{\ "E‘FI-—:— Upapdde Existing Rocds,
1
|

| oA
Q Y,

Alternative #1: Alternative #1 (1.00 mile in length) is 2 proposed connector road that I WL Aeronauti
would begin near the WV 705/5tewartstown Road intersection and end af the existing four- '\\ Engineaing Lal
lang, CR 857, Analysis of this alternstive considered a four-lane highway with 2 median :)

(similar to existing CR 857) as well as @ simple three-lane highway. The four-lane highway
could easily be converted into a five-lane roadway with minimal change in the overall
capltal cost (which includes construction, right of way, utility and engineering costs). The
projected alignment plan und profile essentially followed that provided by the Drawings for
Design Study prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. This new roadway would
require an extensive amount of fll material (approximately 1.3 milllon cubic yards) while
maintaining a grade of four percent for nearly the entire length and have a maximum
horizontal curvature near 7 degrees.

THE MILEGROUND

O

The anticipated primary traffic fow and movemeat hetween CR 857 and CR 67
would be along this new highway with an at-grade stop or signal control at the US 119, WV
705 and Stewartstown Road intersecti Additionally, unless signifi maodifications

are made, either 8 five-lep intersection would be created at the junction of the new
roadway, WV 705 and Stewartstown Road or twe posible large-volume intersections
would be within a short distance of each other (most likely within 750"),
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The Morgantown/Monongalia County

MPO forms, 2003

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE MORGANTOWN / MONONGALIA COUNTY

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATION AND THE STATE OF WEST
VIRGINIA, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR URBAN TRANSPORTATION
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS

4
=]
b=l
@)

The Morgantown / Monongalia County Transportation Planning Organization, (AGENCY), a
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) created pursuant 1o the designation of the
Morgantown, West Virginia area as an Urbanized Area as a result of the 2000 Census, and in
accordance with the Transportation Equity Act for the 21¥ Century (TEA-21), having its principal
offices at 386 Spruce Street, Morgantown, West Virginia 26506 and the State of West Virginia,
Department of Transportation (WVDOT) having its principal offices at 1900 Kanawha Boulevard
Fast, Charleston, West Virginia 25305, as of the /5 # day of Sty . 2003 agree,

covenant, and contract as follows:
SECTION I: PURPOSE

The purpose of this Agreement is to implement 23 U.S.C §134 and 49 U.S.C. §1607, as may be
amended, requiring designation of an MPO for the Morgantown, West Virginia Urbanized Arca
and for such MPO to conduct a continuing, coopérative, and comprehensive urban transportation
planning process, including corridor and subarea studies, for the metropolitan area, hereinafter
referred to as the “PROCESS”. The PROCESS is to result in plans and programs that consider all
transportation modes and supports metropolitan community development and social goals. These
plans and programs shall lead to the development and operation of an integrated, intermodal
transportation system that facilitates the efficient, economic movement of people and goods, It is
the intent of the parties hereto that the PROCESS shall be carried forward on a continuing basis.

The further purpose of this Agreement is to conduct the transportation programs described in the
cxhibits to this Agreement, under the terms and provisions agreed to and as defined in those
exhibits. Said exhibits are made a part hereof, and incorporated by this reference as if fully
rewritien herein.

SECTION 1I: MPO DESIGNATION

WVDOT acting on behalf of West Virginia’s Governor Bob Wise, hereby designates the Policy
Committee of the Morgantown Area Transportation Study, as the Morgantown / Monongalia
County Transportation Planning Organization for the Morgantown, West Virginia Urbanized
Area. The Palicy Committee is hereby delegated the authority and responsibility for the direction,
coordination and administration of the PROCESS. Consistent with 23 CFR Part 450.306(i), the
Policy Committee shall be comprised of representatives of the county, all municipalities, and

operators of publicly owned transit services within the “AREA" (as defined in Section III), as

Page 1 of 11



By late 2003, uncontrolled growth in the proposed
WV 705 Connector corridor forces an adjustment to
the original WVDOH proposal:

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Division of Highways
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East » Building Five « Room 110

Bob Wise Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0430 - 304/558-3505 Fred VanKirk, P. E. T
Governor Secretary/Commissioner
Map #2 Alt., #1 -
Jerry Bird 2
December 10, 2003 Assistant Commissioner WV 705 Connectar .
Monongalia County
1" = 1,000
MEMORANDUM
TO: CR £°
f(p F S, p_n,«ct.rrenf ~
. ol S [5) 0’ -
FROM: RP | ; %" oty
SUBJECT: WYV 705 to CR 857 C Road - Supplemental
Monongalia County

Due to recent development activities in the Morgantown area relative to this project, a
quick review of the September 11, 2001, memorandum report was taken at your request. A
field review of the area was taken on December 3, 2003, to review the development
activities near CR 857 and WV 705 in the Mileground area of Morgantown. From this
field review, the following observations were found.

Development activities were taking place along CR 119/30 as shown on the attached map.
This development activity would hinder any attempt to construct the original proposed
Alternative #1 subsequently called the “pasture bypass™. This development is taking place
atop the existing ridge where the “pasture bypass” was proposed. Based on our field
review, it would appear that any attempt to construct this “pasture bypass” alternative
would cut into the hillside where development is occurring and could potentially cause
serious stabilization issues.

With this in mind, any “pasture bypass” alternative would need to traverse this area
between the existing foir-lane roadway (US 112) and WV 705 near Stewartstown Road

(CR 67) to the north of the original proposed location (see updated Map #2 — Alternative
#4) to aveid the ongeing development. This could lead to other potential environmental
prnh]zms relating to the existing West Run stream located parallel to existing West Run
Road (CR 67/1). Additionally, relocating the “pasture bypass” to a more northern location

could have a significant impact on the existing homes located along CR 67/1.

ACTION EMSH OWER




In 2005, WVDOH
asks Gannett
Fleming, Inc. to
produce a more
detailed design
study for the WV
/705 Connector




In 2007 the new MPO, working with URS consultants,
produces a new long-range transportation plan
through 2030, replacing the 2020 Plan and replacing
the WRE with the WV 705 Connector
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The WV 705 Connector
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